
Exudat ive:
H35.32-  Exudat ive age- relat ed macular degenerat ion; wet  

age- relat ed macular degenerat ion
H35.321- Exudat ive age- relat ed macular degenerat ion, right  eye
H35.322- Exudat ive age- relat ed macular degenerat ion, left  eye
H35.323- Exudat ive age-  relat ed macular degenerat ion, bilat eral
H35.329- Exudat ive age-  relat ed macular degenerat ion, 

unspecif ied eye

Unspecif ied:  
H35.30  Age- relat ed (unspecif ied) macular degenerat ion

Macular Degeneration
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Macular degenerat ion (AMD or ARMD) is an eye disease t hat  affect s cent ral vision. Nonexudat ive, or dry AMD, causes t he loss of 

cent ral vision over years and is painless, and most  pat ient s ret ain enough vision t o read and drive. Cent ral blind spot s usually occur 

lat e in t he disease and can somet imes become severe. Exudat ive, or wet  AMD, causes rapid vision loss, usually over days t o weeks, 

and t he f irst  sympt om is t ypically visual dist ort ion, such as a cent ral blind spot   or curving of st raight  lines and t his occurs when new 

abnormal blood vessels develop under t he ret ina in a process called choroidal neovascularizat ion. 

Nonexudat ive :

H35.311- Nonexudat ive age- relat ed macular degenerat ion, 
right  eye

H35.311- Nonexudat ive age- relat ed macular degenerat ion, 
left  eye

H35.313-  Nonexudat ive age- relat ed macular degenerat ion, 
bilat eral

H35.319-  Nonexudat ive age- relat ed macular degenerat ion, 
unspecif ied eye
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Diagnosis
Macular Degenerat ion Diagnosis
- Type
- Lat eralit y

St at us
Dry AMD 
- St age 
Wet  AMD  
- St age

Plan
- Lifest yle modif icat ions
- Vit amin t herapy
- Diet
- Phot odynamic t herapy
- Int ravit real inject ions

Include DSP for each addressed condit ion impact ing 
t reat ment  and pat ient  care. 

DOCUMENTATI ON ACRONYMS

Final Assessment  Det ails
Include element s of DEEP in document at ion t o clinically 
support  macular degenerat ion.

DEEP Diagnosis Element s

Diagnosis: Macular degenerat ion

Evidence:  OCT shows act ive ret inal vascularizat ion 
RT > LT

Evaluat ion: Wet  AMD wit h choroidal 

neovascularizat ion, OU

Plan: Begin AREDS, consult  wit h opht halmology t o 

begin Avast in t reat ment s on RT

Final digit  of t he codes below represent s t he st age 
of t he disease:

0: st age unspecif ied   
1: early dry st age   
2: int ermediat e dry st age 
3: advanced dry st age; at rophic wit hout  subfoveal 
involvement
4: advanced dry st age; at rophic wit h subfoveal 
involvement

Final digit  of t he codes  below represent s t he st age 

of t he disease:

0: st age unspecif ied   
1: wit h act ive choroidal neovascularizat ion   
2: wit h inact ive choroidal neovascularizat ion; wit h 

involut ed or regressed neovascularizat ion
3: wit h inact ive scar



2 / 2

- Wit hout  addit ional specif icit y t he document at ion of AMD or ARMD alone will only mean unspecif ied 

macular degenerat ion.

- Macular degenerat ion requires document at ion of t he t ype, exudat ive or nonexudat ive, and t he st age 

t o ensure t he t rue severit y of t he disease is represent ed.

- If wet  AMD document at ion indicat es st at us post  t reat ment   it  can only be assumed t o be st age 

unspecif ied. 

- Avoid using t erms such as ?probable?, ?suspect ed?, ?likely?, ?quest ionable?, ?possible?,  wit h a 

conf irmed and act ive, diagnosis of macular degenerat ion. 

- Document at ion should always include evidence of ARMD. Incorporat e examinat ion result s, signs, 

sympt oms, as well as any lifest yle modif icat ions used t o compensat e for vision loss. 

- The use of ?hist ory of ? denot es a resolved st at us and any condit ion cannot  be assumed as act ive even 

in t he presence of current  t reat ment .

- Dist inct ly document  t he t reat ment  t o t he condit ion and t he progression of t he disease for each 

pat ient  wit h macular degenerat ion. .

For more resources go t o:

H I O SCA R.CO M / PROV I D ERS/ RESO U RCES

CL I N I CA L  D O CU M EN TATI O N

BEST PRACTI CES & T I PS

https://www.hioscar.com/providers/resources
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