
In pregnancy, gest at ional age refers t o t he number of weeks since t he f irst  day of t he last  menst rual period 
(LMP). It 's a way t o t rack how far along a pregnancy is, and is used t o est imat e t he due dat e, which is 
t ypically 40 weeks from t he LMP.  Every encount er wit h a pat ient  should include document at ion of t he 
gest at ional age t o represent  t he st age of t he pregnancy.  Pret erm is considered prior t o 37 weeks of 
gest at ion, and post - t erm is any lengt h beyond 40 weeks, 0 days. Prolonged pregnancy is considered at  42 
weeks gest at ion. 
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Pregnancy: Gestational Age
CL I N I CA L  D O CU M EN TATI O N

AHA CODI NG CLI NI C CORNER

- Specif icit y is key! Always indicat e t he LMP, weeks gest at ion, est imat ed delivery dat e, any  complicat ions and use 

verbiage t o solidify t he severit y of t he pregnancy complicat ions.

- Complet ed weeks gest at ion, LMP, and expect ed delivery dat e should always be document ed wit h any 

complicat ions and t he planned of t reat ment . 

-  Document at ion should always include DEEP element s for pregnancy t o show clinical evidence gest at ional age. 

Incorporat e hist ory, t est s, imaging, signs and sympt oms and document  any and all associat ed t reat ment s.

- When document ing an adjust ed est imat ed due dat e, be sure t o document  all fact ors t o get  a complet e pict ure of 

t he det ermining crit eria, t o include LMP, fet al US measurement s and fundal height . 

- DSP should be applied for pregnancy as well as for t he result ing out come. St at us should be apparent  by ident ifying 

t he weeks gest at ion and any pregnancy event s and risks. 

- Avoid using uncert ain t erms for present  and act ive pregnancy which include: probable, suspect ed, likely, 

quest ionable, possible, st ill t o be ruled out , compat ible wit h, or consist ent  wit h  

- Conf irmat ion should be found wit hin t he document at ion represent ing t he complicat ions of  t he pregnancy, 
severit y of  illness and any result ing  out comes.
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O60.00 Pret erm labor wit hout  delivery, unspecif ied 
t rimest er

O60.02 Pret erm labor  wit hout  delivery, second 
t rimest er

O60.03 Pret erm labor wit hout  delivery, t hird t rimest er

O48.0 Post - t erm pregnancy

O48.1 Prolonged pregnancy

Z3A.00 Weeks of gest at ion of pregnancy not  specif ied

Z3A.01 Less t han 8 weeks gest at ion of pregnancy

Z3A.- - Weeks gest at ion of pregnancy (Final digit s by 
complet ed weeks gest at ion)

I CD- 1 0  CODES

Include element s of DEEP in document at ion t o clinically 
support  a pregnancy and t he gest at ional age.

DEEP Diagnosis Element s

Diagnosis: Pregnancy

Evidence: 36 y.o F  present s for 32 weeks, 5 days 
gest at ion based on LMP, cont ract ions st art ed t his AM

Evaluat ion:  Pret erm labor wit hout  ROM,  32+5 
gest at ional age conf irmed by records 

Plan: To t riage for admit ,  review opt ions t o defer labor 
closer t o t erm 

DOCUMENTATI ON ACRONYM

BEST PRACTI CE AND T I PS

For more resources go t o:

H I O SCA R.CO M / PROV I D ERS/ RESO U RCES

https://www.hioscar.com/providers/resources
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