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Major depressive disorder is a severe form of depression where in addit ion t o a depressed mood and loss of int erest , t he pat ient  also 
experiences changes in weight  or appet it e, t oo much or t oo lit t le sleep, slowed mot or funct ion, loss of energy, indecisiveness, and 
feelings of wort hlessness t hat  may be accompanied by suicidal t hought s. A single episode can last  a minimum of t wo weeks wit h 
persist ent  sympt oms. An individual can experience only one single depressive episode during his or her lifet ime; however, in most  
cases, t he depressive episodes are recurrent .  

F32.0  Major depressive disorder, single episode, mild

F32.1 Major depressive disorder, single episode, moderat e

F32.2 Major depressive disorder, single episode, severe 

- wit hout  psychot ic feat ures

F32.3 Major depressive disorder, single episode,  severe 

- wit h psychot ic feat ures

F32.4 Major depressive disorder, single episode, in part ial remission

F32.5 Major depressive disorder, single episode, in full remission

F32.81 Premenst rual dysphoric disorder

F32.89 Ot her specif ied depressive episodes

F32.9 Major depressive disorder, single episode, unspecif ied

F32.A Depression, unspecif ied

F33.0 Major depressive disorder, recurrent , mild

F33.1 Major depressive disorder, recurrent , moderat e

F33.2 Major depressive disorder, recurrent , severe 

- wit hout  psychot ic feat ures

F33.3 Major depressive disorder, recurrent , severe 

- wit h psychot ic feat ures

F33.40 Major depressive disorder, recurrent , in remission, unspecif ied

F33.41 Major depressive disorder, recurrent , in part ial remission

F33.42 Major depressive disorder, recurrent , in full remission

F33.8 Ot her recurrent  depressive disorders

F33.9 Major depressive disorder, recurrent , unspecif ied

Diagnosis:
Major Depressive Disorder Diagnosis

- Episode
- Single
- Recurrent

- Severit y
- Wit hout  psychot ic feat ures
- Wit h psychot ic feat ures 

St at us:
Act ive 

- Cont rolled
- Uncont rolled 

Remission  
- Part ial remission
- Full remission

Plan:
- Depression

- Pharmacologic
- Referrals
- Sympt om Cont rol
- Therapy
- Counseling

I CD- 1 0  CODES

CL I N I CA L  D O CU M EN TATI O N

Four t h Quar t er  2021,  pg  9
Fi r s t  Quar t er  2021,  pg 10
Thi r d Quar t er  2009,  pg 18
Fi r s t  Quar t er  2020,  pg 23

AHA CODI NG CLI NI C CORNER

Final Assessment  Det ails

DOCUMENTATI ON ACRONYMS

Include DSP for each addressed condit ion impact ing 
t reat ment  and pat ient  care. 

DEEP Diagnosis Element s
Include element s of DEEP in document at ion t o clinically 
support  major depressive disorder.

Diagnosis: Depression

Evidence:  PHQ9 shows moderat e,  has been recurrent  

for 15 years, pat ient  report s loss of int erest  in hobbies 

and increased sleeping 

Evaluat ion: MDD, recurrent , moderat e

Plan: Cont inue Zoloft , st art  Wellbut rin, RTC 2 weeks
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- Specif icit y is key! Always indicat e t he episode of major depressive disorder, t he severit y, and t he st at us of t he 

condit ion along wit h t he met hod of cont rol as t hese det ails cannot  be assumed. 

- DEEP element s should be document ed t o show clinical evidence of MDD and support  it s current  st at us. 

Incorporat e t est s, signs and sympt oms and document  any and all associat ed t reat ment s wit h each corresponding 

f inal diagnosis. 

- If MDD is not  act ive it  is import ant  t o document  t his as in remission as it  may impact  fut ure care. 

- Avoid using uncert ain t erms for present  and act ive condit ions, which include: probable, suspect ed, likely, 

quest ionable, possible, st ill t o be ruled out , compat ible wit h, or consist ent  wit h.

- Avoid document ing MDD as a "hist ory of " as t his suggest s t hat  it  is resolved and may cause conflict  wit h 

document at ion of remission st at us. 

- Document at ion of  'depression' wit hout  furt her specif icit y is not  equivalent  t o a diagnosis of major depressive 

disorder.  

For more resources go t o:

H I O SCA R.CO M / PROV I D ERS/ RESO U RCES

CL I N I CA L  D O CU M EN TATI O N

BEST PRACTI CES & T I PS

https://www.hioscar.com/providers/resources
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