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Cancer is a disease in which some of t he body's cells grow uncont rollably and can spread t o ot her 
part s of t he body.  

C00 -  C14 Malignant  neoplasms of lip, oral cavit y and 
pharynx

C15 -  C26 Malignant  neoplasms of digest ive organs

C30 -  C39 Malignant  neoplasms of respirat ory and 
int rat horacic organs

C40 -  C41 Malignant  Neoplasms of bone and art icular 
cart ilage

C43 -  C44 Melanoma and ot her malignant  neoplasms of 
skin

C45 -  C49 Malignant  neoplasms of mesot helial of soft  t issue

C50 Malignant  neoplasms of breast

C50 -  C58 Malignant  neoplasms of female genit al organs

C60 -  C63 Malignant  neoplasms of male genit al organs

C64 -  C68 Malignant  neoplasm of urinary t ract

C69 -  C72 Malignant  neoplasms of eye, brain and ot her part s 
of cent ral nervous syst em

C73 -  C75 Malignant  neoplasm of t hyroid and ot her 
endocrine glands

Diagnosis
Malignant  Neoplasm Diagnosis  
- Locat ion
- Hist ology 

St at us 
Act ive (no curat ive hist ory)

- Type of t reat ment  t hat  is being administ ered 
- Current  sympt oms
- Treat ment  complicat ions

Hist orical (curat ive measure successful)

- Residual complicat ions
Plan                                                             

- Act ive Treat ment  (including day/ mont h/ year 
of next  t reat ment )

- Chemot herapy
- Radiat ion
- Immunot herapy
- Hormone t herapy
- Surgery
- Transplant
- Palliat ive t reat ment

I CD- 1 0  CODES

CL I N I CA L  D O CU M EN TATI O N

Four t h Quar t er  2021,  pg  6
Thi r d Quar t er  2009,  pg  4 

Second Quar t er  2023,  pg  5

AHA CODI NG CLI NI C CORNER

Be Laser Focused on your Cancer 
Document at ion!

Final Assessment  Det ails

DOCUMENTATI ON EL EMENTS

Include DSP for each addressed condit ion impact ing 
t reat ment  and pat ient  care.

L -  locat ion of t he body affect ed?

A -  advanced beyond primary sit e?  

S -  st at us (newly diagnosed, est ablished or 
hist orical)?

E -  engagement  in act ive t reat ment ?

R -  review document at ion for accuracy and 
complet eness!

* * If t he cancer is no longer act ive, it  should be 
document ed as a personal hist ory.

To be considered "Act ive" 
t here should be evidence of  

TISSUE or TREATMENT.



2 / 2

- St at ement s of ?in remission?, ?no evidence of disease? or ?hist ory of ? will always mean t he 

cancer has been eradicat ed, even wit h document at ion of t reat ment .   

- Always specify neoplasms as benign, malignant  or met ast at ic. 

- Avoid using t erms such as 'probable', 'suspect ed', 'likely', 'quest ionable', 'possible'  wit h a 

conf irmed  and act ive diagnosis of cancer. These t erms should only be used when t he 

diagnosis is yet  t o be conf irmed.

- Avoid words such as mass, lump, neoplasm,  lesion, t umor or growt h as t hey do not  denot e a 

malignancy. Hist ology and more specif ic language should be used whenever possible. 

- ?Await ing result s? or ?follow up wit h an oncologist ? does not  meet  t he requirement  of act ive 

t reat ment  and furt her det ail should be document ed. 

- Treat ment  must  be document ed as direct ed t owards t he primary cancer, secondary sit e or 

bot h in order t o clarify t he complet e disease process.

- If a pat ient  has decided t o decline cancer t reat ment  it  should be clearly document ed 

including any effort s made t o improve qualit y of life or cont rol sympt oms.

- In cases where t reat ment  is palliat ive and not  curat ive, document  t he t ype and expect ed 
out come of t he t reat ment , including pain management , int ervent ions t o slow cancer 
progression, sympt om management , or referrals t o hospice.

For more resources go t o:

H I O SCA R.CO M / PROV I D ERS/ RESO U RCES

CL I N I CA L  D O CU M EN TATI O N

BEST PRACTI CES & T I PS

Document at ion Examples of   an Act ive St at us
    Act ive surveillance* *
    Wat chful Wait ing* *  
    Observat ion* *
    Chemot herapy Pat ient  
    Await ing t reat ment  
    Adjuvant  t herapy 
    Hormonal t herapy 
    Radiat ion t herapy
    Pat hology revealing cancer 
    Immunot herapy 
    Refusal of t reat ment
    Current ly on t reat ment  
    Newly diagnosed 
    Terminal cancer

     * * Newly diagnosed cancer only

Document at ion Examples of  a Hist orical St at us
St ill t o be ruled out  
Hist ory of 
Remission
Eradicat ed
Complet ely or part ially removed 
No evidence of disease (NED)
St at us post  (any) t reat ment
Complet ed t reat ment
Follow up wit h / To see 
St able disease
Await ing imaging or labs
Pending result s of
Sign(s) of 
Suspect ed

https://www.hioscar.com/providers/resources
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