
HISTORIC PROPERTIES IN AUSTIN

Austin was incorporated in 1839. Today, the city maintains more than 700 historic landmarks, eight
local historic districts, and 18 National Register historic districts. These properties carry additional rules
for exterior changes and future site work, and many qualify for valuable tax benefits. A property may be
a designated landmark, may be eligible for designation, or may sit within a historic district. Agents who
highlight historic status early help clients avoid surprises and benefit from preservation incentives.

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR ABOR MEMBERS
Historic status shapes what a buyer can change, what approvals are required, and what incentives are
available.

Due Diligence | Confirm a property’s historic status early using the City’s free tools (linked under
“Additional Resources” on page 2) and understand the review requirements and incentives that
come with that status. 
Buyer Education | Help buyers identify public resources and connect with the right agencies. The
City reviews exterior changes to all buildings 45 years or older. Buyers should independently
verify all designations and restrictions with the City before purchasing.
Key Questions | Is the property a landmark, in a district, or a Contributing Structure? Will plans
trigger historic review? Confirm design standards and incentives.

KEY TERMS
Historic Landmark | A structure or site
designated by the City for its age, architecture,
historic significance, community value, or
landscape design.

Local Historic District | A neighborhood or area
recognized by the City for its historic
significance.

Contributing Structure | A building in a district
built during its period of significance that keeps
its appearance from that time.

National Register Historic District | A district
recognized at the federal level for its historical
significance.

State Designations | The State of Texas also
designates Texas Historic Landmarks and State
Antiquities Landmarks. 

HISTORIC AUSTIN TODAY

Questions? Contact Advocacy@abor.com or the Historic Preservation
Office at preservation@austintexas.gov



Different historic designations carry different rules. The
Historic Landmark Commission reviews proposed exterior
changes to all historic resources. Key points include:

Historic Review Process: Required for exterior
alterations, additions, permanent site work, and signs
on landmarks and contributing properties. It also
applies to new ground-up construction on
landmarked property or in a historic district.
Not Guaranteed by Right: Approval is typically
subject to third-party review. Routine maintenance
and in-kind repairs do not require review.
Historic Design Standards: District-specific
standards govern building height, porch depth,
construction materials, and permanent landscape
elements.
Financial Benefits: The City, Travis County, and
Austin ISD offer partial property tax exemptions for
qualifying landmarks. The City also abates 100% of
added value from rehabilitating Contributing
Properties in a Local Historic District. 

Key Takeaway: Historic designation brings both
obligations and benefits. Preservation Austin offers grants
for landmark owners. Federal rehabilitation tax credits are
available for qualifying income-producing properties. 

REQUIREMENTS & BENEFITS

HISTORIC PROPERTIES IN AUSTIN

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
City Property Profile | Zoning, permits, and historic
status by address
Historic Properties Viewer | Landmark, district,
and contributing structure status
Historic Resource Surveys | A useful gauge of a
property's landmark potential
Historic Design Standards | The City's district-
specific design rulebook for work on historic
landmarks

Questions? Contact Advocacy@abor.com or the Historic Preservation
Office at preservation@austintexas.gov

https://www.austintexas.gov/planning/historic-preservation/historic-properties
https://www.austintexas.gov/planning/historic-preservation/historic-properties
https://www.austintexas.gov/planning/historic-preservation/historic-properties/historic-resource-surveys
https://austin.widen.net/s/s9gzq5djqs/historicdesignstandards_nov2022
https://austin.widen.net/s/s9gzq5djqs/historicdesignstandards_nov2022
https://austin.widen.net/s/s9gzq5djqs/historicdesignstandards_nov2022

