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Elective Case

Pre-op elective screening protocol

14 day self-quarantine

Without symptoms

Afebrile

HIGH Risk

Prolonged or high volume 

respiratory exposure

Negative COVID test at 24-48 hours 

pre surgery

PAPR/CAPR or N95 with face shield

Negative pressure room if available

Appropriate anesthesia protocol with 

glide scope intubation using hood or 

negative pressure room if available

INTERMEDIATE Risk*

Shorter exposure of aerosol generating 

procedures

Negative COVID test at 24-48 hours pre 

surgery

Standard ortho hood with surgical mask or 

surgical mask and face shield 

Standard anesthesia protocol and use of 

glide scope

Consider standard droplet precautions for 

intubation using paralysis if N95 is not 

available

LOW Risk*

Non-aerosol generating procedures or 

minimal aerosol generating procedures

No general anesthesia or heavy 

sedation planned

COVID test not required but done if 

available 

Droplet precautions with eye protection

Patient masked during pre, intra and 

post-op processes 

*Surgeon/

proceduralist may 

downgrade or 

upgrade case based 

on physician 

judgement

Emergency Case

Droplet (gown, gloves, eye protection) 

and fitted N-95

**If unable to perform COVID-PCR, treat 

as emergency and as possible COVID +

Urgent Case**

High-Risk 

Procedure

Low-Risk 

Procedure

Consider surgical delay

Perform COVID-PCR

If unable to delay, then 

proceed with appropriate 

PPE/anesthesia for 

COVID + PUI pending 

COVID-PCR

COVID-

PCR

HIGH Risk

Approval by anesthesia chair

Droplet + fitted N-95

Follow COVID + protocol

Proceed if unable to delay

STANDARD Risk

Proceed with standard 

surgical attire for case risk 

(see Risk Stratification 

Protocol)

(+) (-)

**Any indicated urgent 

surgery should not be 

delayed for, or because of 

testing but should proceed 

with appropriate PPE for 

the case as PUI
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