
INTERIM DECLARATION OF INTEREST POLICY – COMMISSIONING TREATMENT AND PREVENTION OF GAMBLING-RELATED HARMS UNDER THE STATUTORY GAMBLING LEVY. V2 (last updated 30/01/26)
Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise, Local Authorities and Private Sector organisations 
This document will be subject to ongoing review as work to address gambling-related harms through the statutory levy continues.


This approach will be applied by the following levy commissioners: 
· Office for Health Improvement and Disparities 
· NHS England 
· Scottish Government 
· Welsh Government 

To note: UKRI has developed a DOI approach for the research strand and has been consulted in the development of this policy to ensure alignment where appropriate. Similarly, this policy does not apply to the Gambling Commission in their role as commissioner under the research strand. The Commission has its own approach to commissioning research and will continue to engage with all stakeholders as necessary to deliver its role and remit.










Purpose
This document sets out an interim approach to the ‘Declaration of Interests’, whilst we transition to the gambling operator levy system and relates to interactions with the gambling industry and its affiliates. It applies to anyone seeking access to gambling levy funds from April 2026 to undertake activity to address gambling-related harms, across Great Britain. It will apply during the period of transition while the gambling levy is being fully implemented and aims to mitigate the risk of gambling industry or other biased influence and potential conflicts of interest undermining the mission and purpose of the ‘gambling levy’, to ensure a trusted, independent and evidence-based approach to the prevention and treatment of gambling-related harms.
As with all other areas of public health policy and practice, it is imperative that the research, prevention and treatment of gambling-related harms is free of industry or other biased influence. 
Ultimately, to protect and maintain the credibility of the levy, individuals and/or organisations applying for levy funding cannot be employed by, or in receipt of funding or other support (financial or otherwise) from, or have any other organisational relationships and/or affiliations with, the gambling industry stakeholders and related actors[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  For the purposes of this document, the term ‘gambling industry and related actors’ means manufacturers of gambling products, distributors, that deal solely and exclusively in gambling products, or whose primary income comes from trade in gambling. It includes business associations or other non-State actors representing, or funded largely by, any of the aforementioned entities, as well as gambling lobbyists. Other non-State actors who receive funding from the gambling industry (including funding for research) or have considerable links to the above-mentioned entities should be reviewed on an ad hoc basis in order to determine whether they should also be viewed as ‘gambling industry’] 

However, in recognition of the historical funding landscape for addressing gambling-related harms, a pragmatic approach is necessary during the transition period to avoid any potential service gaps, with concurrent action to ensure that there is no potential for industry or other biased actors to exert any influence over the use of levy funds. 
This interim approach to Declaration of Interests will apply from 1 April 2026. Whilst the aim is to have a standardised Declaration of Interest policy in place as soon as possible, whereby organisations applying for funding will be required to be free of any industry influence (financial or otherwise) for at least the 4 years preceding their application, commissioners recognise the need for a pragmatic approach in the interim, recognising the historical funding landscape for tackling gambling-related harms.  Therefore, commissioners will adopt a ‘phased approach’, with a standardised Declaration of Interest policy to be fully implemented by April 2032, at the very latest. From this point, anyone applying for funding to deliver prevention and /or treatment activity for gambling-related harms, must have been free from any industry influence for at least the preceding 4 years, and must commit to continuing to be free of any industry influence whilst in in receipt of levy funding
During this interim process, it is important that organisations declare any historical and/or current financial and non-financial interests with the gambling industry. Further information is provided below.
Why is an interim declaration of interest policy needed for addressing gambling-related harms?
Financial interests
Prior to the introduction of the statutory levy on gambling operators in April 2025, many of those organisations working in the research, education and treatment of gambling-related harms had previously been in receipt of funds derived from the gambling industry, through the previous Research, Education and Treatment (RET) system funded through voluntary industry contributions, often disseminated by GambleAware. For the purposes of this document, this funding is referred to as ‘indirect’ industry funding. 
Organisations may also have received funding through regulatory settlements approved by the Gambling Commission to deliver programmes to address gambling-related harms. 
In addition, some organisations previously received direct funding from the gambling industry (across GB and/or internationally) to deliver interventions aimed at tackling gambling-related harms (‘direct’ funding). 
Some organisations have also received and continue to receive funding through the National Lottery. The National Lottery is regulated by the National Lottery etc. Act 1993 and provides diverse grants to a large number of individuals and organisations.
Non- financial interests 
Historically, there have been significant ‘non-financial interests’ across individuals and/or organisations involved in activity to address gambling-related harms, which has undermined the credibility of such interventions, regardless of impact. 
Non-financial interests relating to interactions with the gambling industry can include (but are not limited to): 
· ones which have enhanced an individuals’ career, education and or reputation
· have provided access to confidential information or privileged facilities 
· acceptance of gifts/hospitality
· Industry representation within organisational structures / governance process e.g. Board membership 
Interim approach 
Direct industry funding 
From 1 April 2026, any organisation in receipt of ‘direct’ industry funding (excluding National Lottery) from GB and/or international operators will not be eligible to receive funding through the levy. 
[bookmark: _Hlk217026573]For the purpose of this interim approach, organisations in receipt of National Lottery funding will not be prevented from receiving levy funds however a full declaration must still be made as detailed below. Levy commissioners will consider the future approach (beyond March 2028) to National Lottery funding in due course and advise accordingly.  
Organisations who have received direct industry funding in last 4 years will not be precluded from receiving levy funding provided they are not in receipt of ‘direct’ industry funding from GB or international operators after 1 April 2026 (with the exception of the National Lottery). However, organisations will be required to provide an interim ‘Declaration of Interest’, which will then be assessed by the relevant commissioner, alongside their funding application or tender to determine the extent to which the funding may undermine the independence of any future project, as well as the impact of the proposed intervention on patient safety and continuity of care during the transition.   
It is important that any programmes of activity that provide information, education and training about gambling-related harms are developed and delivered free from industry influence and from any conflicts of interest. Therefore, levy funds will not be accessible to fund the continuation of any public awareness campaigns, education initiatives in schools and/or training for health or other professionals developed with the support of direct industry funding and/or influence. 
‘Indirect’ industry funding  
In recognition of previous funding arrangements, it is acknowledged that there needs to be a ‘transition period’ as we move to the new gambling levy system, whereby organisations previously in receipt of ‘voluntary’ industry contributions, often disseminated by GambleAware, are eligible to apply for levy funding.  
During the transition period, any organisation in receipt of ‘indirect’ industry funding will be eligible to apply for levy funding. Any new ‘indirect’ funding received from GambleAware, would need to be declared as part of this process, but will not automatically exclude individuals / organisations from receiving levy funding in the interim period. 
Regulatory settlements
During the transition period, any organisation in receipt of regulatory settlements funding approved by the Gambling Commission is eligible to apply for levy funding. The declaration of interest should include any regulatory settlement funded project and set out any involvement of industry or interaction with industry in the delivery of the project. 
The Gambling Commission has announced its intention of reviewing the destination of regulatory settlements in the light of the introduction of a statutory levy.
For those organisations applying for funding to deliver public awareness campaigns, education initiatives for children and young people and/or training for health or other professionals, the interim Declaration of Interest should cover all individuals and/or organisational interactions in the preceding 6-year period. 
All financial interests must be declared. A de minimis amount does not apply. 
Non- financial interests 
It is imperative that a full and frank declaration of non-financial interests is made at application stage. Any declaration will not automatically exclude individuals and/or organisations from receiving levy funding. The relevant levy commissioner will assess the declaration alongside the funding application or tender to determine the extent to which the non-financial interest may undermine the independence of any future project.   
Political activity / lobbying / campaigning 
Capturing political, lobbying and/or campaigning activity is crucial to maintain the transparency, integrity and public confidence in levy work programmes. It will enable commissioners to identify and manage situations where such activity of those seeking levy funding may conflict with their proposed activities to address gambling-related harms. 
Declaration of Interest for transition period
A Declaration of Interest covering at least the preceding 4 years (6 years for those applying to provide public awareness campaigns, CYP education and/or training interventions for health or other professionals) must be made at application stage. The standard interim form can be found at Annex A. It is important to note that declarations must go beyond the receipt of industry funding (direct or indirect). Further definitions of the various interests can be found at Annex B. 
Any declaration of previous interaction(s) with the gambling industry and/or associated bodies will not necessarily exclude organisations from receiving levy funding during the transition period. Levy commissioners will work with individual organisations to understand the wider context and explore any relevant mitigations. 
Any ‘Declaration of Interest’ found not to be true and accurate and/or incomplete, may lead to refusal, withdrawal or recovery of any levy funding. 
Levy commissioners retain the right to publish any ‘Declarations of Interest’ for organisations awarded levy funding in line with GDPR requirements.  






Annex A
Declaration of Interest proforma

Name:                               ____________________________________
Organisation & Role:      ____________________________________
Email address
Date: 				____________________________________


· When completing the form, you should consider your individual / organisational circumstances and declare anything which you think is of or may have potential relevance. 
· You should consider and describe any and all conflicts, interactions or interests including any which have been initiated, are active or have ended within the past 4 years (or 6 years for those applying to provide public awareness campaigns, CYP education and/or training interventions for health or other professionals) from the date of completing this form. 
· If you are uncertain whether a collaboration or interaction is covered by the scope of the Declaration of Interest policy, please give brief details, highlighting your concern to enable the levy commissioner to review and advise accordingly. This includes known indirect interests relating to those close to you, such as family or friends. 
· Please refer to the ‘Definitions document’ contained at Annex B within this policy document, noting in particular the broad definitions of industry, financial, non-financial interest, ‘professional collaboration’, ‘interaction’ etc. 
	Financial Interests 

	Over the last 4 years (or 6 years where applicable), has your organisation had any financial interests relating to the gambling industry (i.e. an entity involved in the production, manufacture, distribution or sale of gambling products)? 
This may include receipt of direct industry funding.  
	Yes     

No      

	Over the last 4 years (or 6 years where applicable), have you and/or any of your senior staff and/or Board members of your organisation had any financial interests relating to the gambling industry (i.e. an entity involved in the production, manufacture, distribution or sale of gambling products)? 
These may include, but are not limited to, receipt of pay, commission, consultancy fees, equity, forgiveness of debt, property, royalties, shares, research support/grants, travel expenses, or anything of monetary value? 
	
Yes     

No      

	Over the last 6 years, have you and/or your organisation worked on programmes of work developed with the support of gambling industry derived funds – direct or indirect or through funding from a regulatory settlement approved by the Gambling Commission – the aim of which was to inform the public, provide education for children and/or young people about the harms of gambling, and/or inform or train health or other professionals?
	
Yes     

No      

	As of 1 April 2026, will you and/or your organisation be in receipt of ‘direct’ funding derived from the gambling industry? 
	
Yes     

No     

	As of 1 April 2026, will you and/or your organisation be in receipt of ‘indirect’ funding derived from the gambling industry? 
	
Yes    

No     


	As of 1 April 2026, will you and/or your organisation be in receipt of any funding via a regulatory settlement approved by the Gambling Commission?
	Yes    

No     


	If answered ‘yes’ to any of the questions above, please describe the nature and type of each financial interest being declared in as much details as might be required to understand the level of conflict or risk for the levy commissioner. 

This may include, but not be limited to: 
· the subject 
· specific circumstances
· parties involved and the nature of that involvement 
· timeframe 
· monetary value 
· name of company / organisation which provided the financial benefit and/or was involved in the project 

If you do not describe the nature of an interest or if you do not provide the amount or value involved where relevant, the conflict will be assumed to be significant.


	Non-financial interests or interactions 

	Over the past 4 years (or 6 years where applicable) have you and/or any your senior staff and/or Board members of your organisation had any links to or professional collaboration / interaction with the gambling industry or its affiliates? 
These may include, but not be limited to non-paid honorary appointments, affiliations, advisory positions, consultancy, directorships, board positions etc. Please note, this list is not exhaustive. 
	
Yes    

No     


	If answered ‘yes’ to the question above, please describe the nature and type of each non- financial interest being declared in as much detail as might be required to understand the level of conflict or risk for the levy commissioner. 

This may include, but not be limited to: 
· the subject 
· specific circumstances
· parties involved
· timeframe 
· name of company / organisation involved. 

If you do not describe the nature of an interest the conflict will be assumed to be significant.


	Political activity, lobbying. 

	Do any of your Senior staff and/or Board Members currently hold, or have they previously held (within the last 4 years (or 6 years where applicable)), any position (paid or unpaid) in a political party, campaign organisation, or lobbying group related to gambling?
	
Yes    

No     


	Over the last 4 years (or 6 years where applicable), have any of your Senior Staff and/or Board Members in your organisation engaged in any lobbying activities or advocacy work that could reasonably be perceived as influencing decisions around tackling gambling-related harm?
	
Yes    

No     


	Do any of your Senior Staff and/or Board Members have any personal, financial, or professional interests connected to political organisations, lobbying firms, or advocacy groups that could present a conflict of interest?
	
Yes    

No     


	If answered ‘yes’ to any of the above, please provide details, including the nature of the activity, the role, names, relevant dates, and any other pertinent information.



Disclosure Consent 
By completing and signing this form:
· I agree to undertake to be vigilant of potential conflicts of interests as outlined above. 
· I understand that I can request support and advice from the appropriate levy commissioner at any time prior to any interactions which may have the potential to fall under this remit and will seek to do so in advance of any such interactions where practicably possible. 
· I agree to promptly notify the levy commissioner of any new circumstances which may constitute a potential conflict of interest and compete a new declaration which describes the changes in full.
· I acknowledge that levy commissioners retain the right to publish any ‘declarations of interest’ for organisations awarded levy funding, but that they will work with my organisation prior to any publication ensuring this is actioned in accordance with GDPR and any confidentiality requirements.
DECLARATION: I hereby declare that the information disclosed above is true, accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. 
Name:                               ____________________________________

Signature:                        ____________________________________

Date:		                    ____________________________________
Annex B – Definitions document to support the interim ‘Declaration of Interest’ policy under the statutory gambling levy

“Conflict of Interest”

A Conflict of Interest arises in circumstances where there is potential that professional judgment or actions regarding a primary interest (e.g. activity to address gambling-related harm under the statutory gambling levy) will be unduly influenced, or may reasonably be perceived to be unduly influenced, by a secondary interest (i.e. links to the gambling industry). 

A potential or actual conflict of interest may also pose a reputational risk for the levy commissioners signed up to this interim policy. Conflicts of interest can be of a financial or non-financial nature or both and may exist at the individual or organisational level. 

· “Individual Conflict of Interest” 

A conflict as defined above involving an individual that may actually or reasonably be perceived by others to unduly, impair or unfairly influence their professional judgement when executing their role in activity to address gambling-related harm.  

· “Organisational Conflict of Interest" 

A circumstance (as defined above) or interaction (as defined below) where an organisation may actually, or reasonably be perceived by others to: 
a) Unduly influence the primary aim and objectives of the levy commissioners signed up to this policy and/or 
b) Unduly influence the independence and objectivity of the work of the levy commissioners, signed up to this policy.  

“Direct funding”

Funding receiving directly from the gambling industry (across GB and/or internationally). 

“Financial interest”

When a person and /or organisation derives direct financial benefit such as anything of monetary value, including, but not limited to pay, commission, consultancy fees, equity, forgiveness of debt, property, royalties, shares, research support/grants, travel expenses, in kind support (e.g. gifts or hospitality).

“Gambling Industry”

For the purposes of the interim Declaration of Interest Policy under the statutory gambling levy, the term ‘gambling industry’ refers to any entity involved in the production, manufacture, distribution and/or sale of gambling products such as betting, gaming machines, bingo, casinos and/or lottery services either online or in person. In addition, it includes business associations representing or largely funded by the aforementioned entities, as well as gambling industry lobbyists. 

“Indirect funding”

Funding derived from the gambling industry but not paid directly by the gambling industry often through another vehicle, including funds disseminated by GambleAware.
“Interaction”

Interactions occur on a daily basis, may be scheduled or unscheduled and are a source of a potential conflict. In this policy this term relates to any active participation in work-related communication or contact via email, phone or in person, including via a third party.

“National Lottery”

The National Lottery is a state franchised lottery which operates across the United Kingdom and is regulated by the National Lottery etc. Act 1993 and provides diverse grants to a large number of individuals and organisations. For the purposes of this policy, the term refers to money derived from the National Lottery and administered through distribution bodies and/or Allwyn as the operator in accordance with its 4th Licence objectives. 

“Non-financial interest” 

When a person and/or organisation derives non-financial benefit or advantage, including, but not limited to, enhancement of an individual’s career, education or professional reputation, access to confidential information or privileged facilities.

“Professional Collaboration” 

Any previously agreed or contracted interaction or exchange that involves a defined exchange of knowledge, experience or other information for the benefit (financial or otherwise) of one or other party, or both parties, in the relationship including any interaction or exchange which could reasonably be construed as a shared endeavour or partnership, including, but not limited to, co-authoring a text, working on the same project or study, or sitting on a committee or working group together.

“Regulatory settlement’ 

 A regulatory settlement is a formal agreement between the Gambling Commission and the gambling operator in cases where the operator has breached licence conditions. It is a payment in lieu of a fine and is paid to an organisation, approved by the Gambling Commission for ‘socially responsible purposes.’ 
	
