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DfE SuDS in Schools grants, FY 27/28
Information on the Award Criteria 

DfE assessors will evaluate each applicants bid using the information contained within the application only and award each application an overall score (see below for more detailed descriptions about the criteria). 
Applications can secure an overall score of 100% which is broken down into:

30% - Surface Water Flood History 
30% - Benefits (as assessed by the DfE)
17.5% - Costs 
10% - Accessible Greenspace Inequality and Deprivation 
7.5% - Project Stage 
5% - Number of schools within the scheme/application

Please note that the criteria all have individual weightings relating to the score given for that criterion, the higher the weighting percentage the greater criterion importance and therefore the greater the contribution to the overall score achieved.  


Surface Water and/or Sewer/ Drain Flood History 
The surface water and/or Sewer Drain flood history accounts for 30% of the overall available score. Surface water flooding is also known as pluvial flooding. It occurs when the volume of rainfall exceeds the capacity of drains and surface water sewers and is unable to drain away through drainage systems or soak into the land and instead flows over the land. The intensity of this flooding can be increased by blocked road gullies, drains and sewers, saturated and waterlogged land, and an increase in hard surfaces.

You are required to specify if any of the schools within your application list have suffered any previous surface water flooding which could include damage to the building and/ or pupils being unable to learn in their school environment. 

If you have stated on the DfE SuDS in Schools Grant Funding Application for the 27/28 FY application form that any of the schools within your delivery list have surface water flood history, you will be required to provide evidence of this to SuDS.mailbox@education.gov.uk  when submitting the application form by 17:00 on Monday 2nd November 2026. The type of evidence that can be submitted, may include but is not limited to the following:

Primary evidence 
· School testimonial 

A signed statement from the school confirming past flooding incidents. The testimonial should include:
· Location(s) affected
· Extent, severity, and frequency of flooding
· Any mitigation measures currently in place
· This must be signed by relevant personnel such as the Headteacher, Business Manager, or a representative of the PTA.

· Photographic or Video Evidence
· Clear images or video recordings that demonstrate the impact of flooding on the school premises.
· Flooding Incident Report
If available, include any official incident report related to flooding.
Note: If the report is older than five years, you must also provide a current testimonial as outlined in point 1 above.

Secondary evidence 

If submitting secondary evidence, you must also include a testimonial from the school (see Primary Evidence, point 1). Acceptable forms of secondary evidence include:

· Insurance claims relating to surface water flooding
· Newspaper or media articles referencing flooding at the school


Failure to provide the required evidence to substantiate any claims of surface water flood history or falsification of evidence could result in your application being voided. 


Benefits

The benefit criterion accounts for 30% of the overall available score. To note, this is assessed by the DfE and you are only expected to provide the relevant information in the questions to enable us to do so. This criterion is assessing the expected value of cost avoidance achieved through the delivery of the SuDS. This includes but is not limited to the expected cost avoided from both direct (property damage and business interruption) and indirect damages (lost learning). The assessment takes account the risk of the school building flooding (according to Environment Agency surface water modelling based on flood extent), along with the size of the building and the number of pupils protected, the type/ size of scheme as well as the level of protection the scheme is meant to provide. The more ‘at risk’ the schools you include in your bid are, and the higher level of protection you offer, the higher you will score. However, it is understood that achieving (for example) protection against a standard 1 in 30 year flooding event on some sites may require inappropriate and expensive designs and the right approach for the site may be to achieve a lower standard of protection, noting that a balance between flood protection and usability of the site for regular school purposes is essential.

Please refer to the Annex 1 document attached for examples of how to identify surface water flood risk. 


Cost
The cost criterion accounts for 17.5% of the overall available score. This criterion assesses what the average funding request per school in your bid is. The lower the overall average funding request per school, the better you will score in this section. Please note the cost criteria only accounts for 17.5% of the total award criteria and there is a higher focus on Value for Money (VfM) of the schemes being proposed, with greater emphasis on flood history and benefits of the solution.

In your application you should also confirm your organisation has the ability to recover VAT for the proposed SuDS works; for most schools and local authorities, VAT for SuDS works can be recovered. 
 
Where the Grant Recipient is a not-for-profit organisation, and where VAT for the proposed works is irrecoverable, the DfE may be able to award additional funding, to cover VAT costs for the DfE’s the grant funding amount of the total project cost. 

Grant funding for VAT costs, if awarded, are up to a certain amount which will be confirmed at the grant award stage. Eligibility, and the awarded amount, will also be outlined in the Grant Offer Letter. 

Please note: If you are an organisation who is unable to recover VAT for SuDS works, your application should still be submitted excluding VAT.  

Please note that any payment claims that include claims for VAT costs must be made in line with Clause 12 of the DfE general Grant Terms and Conditions.  


Accessible Greenspace Inequality and Deprivation
The criterion Accessible Greenspace Inequality and Deprivation accounts for 10% of the overall available score. This criterion assesses the level of access to greenspace and the degree of deprivation in the area surrounding the school, based on its Lower Super Output Area (LSOA). Scores for this criterion are based on the Natural England’s Accessible Greenspace Inequality and Deprivation Class at the Local Buffer coverage level.  Therefore, schools in areas with low greenspace access and high deprivation (e.g. L1 Class) receive higher scores, compared to schools in more advantaged areas (e.g. H3).  You will need each school’s LSOA code, which can be found via GIAS (Get Information About Schools).

Please refer to Annex 1 for guidance and examples on identifying LSOA codes and Accessible Greenspace Inequality and Deprivation Class.


Number of schools within the scheme/application
The number of schools within the scheme/application criterion accounts for 5% of the overall available score. An evaluation will be done based on the number of schools within your scheme/application and points will be awarded accordingly. The more schools included within your application, the more points will be awarded.

The DfE still welcome applications from individual schools, however, as the DfE aims to support as many schools as possible through this grant scheme, schools planning to submit a standalone bid are encouraged to speak with their Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA), water company or relevant non-profit organisation to establish if they are submitting a larger bid and seek to join their bid. You can search for your relevant LLFA via Find your Local Council. You will need to do an online search for your local water company and relevant non-profit organisation.


Project stage

[bookmark: _Hlk177396470]The project stage accounts for 7.5% of the overall available score. This criterion considers the current stage of your project and points are awarded based on the stage. If you are submitting a bid to install SuDS features across multiple schools, you will need to specify the project stage that applies to each of the schools when completing the DfE SuDS in Schools Grant Funding Application for the 27/28 FY application form. 

More points are awarded the further along the stage the scheme is at i.e. stage 1 has the lowest points awarded and stage 5 has the highest points awarded. The stages are:

Stage 1 - Initial idea: 
For projects in this stage, applicants are declaring that no external work, i.e., planning, school engagement, procurement, designs and/or construction has commenced on the proposed project. This is only an internal idea within the applicant’s area.

Stage 2 - Feasibility Assessment stage:
For projects in this stage, applicants are declaring that they have begun initial discussions in determining the feasibility of the SuDS project on each school. The expectation is that activities such as, school engagement, feasibility studies and initial surveys have been completed or commissioned. 

Stage 3 - Concept Design Stage:
For projects in this stage, applicants are declaring that initial design work has begun. The expectation is that activities such as surveys and modelling are complete and  initial designs are in train or have been completed. 

Stage 4 - Detailed Design Stage:
For projects in this stage, applicants are declaring that substantial project final technical design works have been commissioned and are in progress and all the key stakeholders, including the school have been engaged in the design discussion. 
[bookmark: _Hlk174704572]
Please review Section B (KPIs) in the supporting information below, to ensure you would be able to meet the design KPIs, i.e. 2 and 3, as you might need to comply with some additional requirements if your application is successful. 

Stage 5 - Pre-construction Stage:
For projects in this stage, applicants are declaring that the design phase of the project is completed, and the project is currently progressing towards construction. The expectation is that school engagement, surveys, data modelling, and final technical designs are complete, and any tender activity is fully prepared to launch once funding has been confirmed. 

Please refer to Section B (KPIs) in the supporting information below, to ensure you would be able to meet the KPIs, as you may need to comply with some additional requirements if your application is successful. 
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