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Applicant Conflict of Interest Declaration
AI Research Resource Heterogeneous Supercomputer
Host Site and Data Centre Grant Competition
To be completed, signed and returned by the lead applicant with its bid submission.
	Important: This declaration is a live document. The applicant must notify BIST promptly if any information changes at any point before award and, if successful, throughout mobilisation and grant delivery.


1. Competition and applicant information
	Field
	Details to be completed by applicant

	Grant competition
	AI Research Resource Heterogeneous Supercomputer Host Site and Data Centre Grant Competition

	Grant reference
	BIST-AIRR-HETTIE-DC-2026

	Lead applicant legal name
	

	Registration number / charity number (where applicable)
	

	Registered address
	

	Consortium members / key delivery partners
	

	Authorised signatory name and job title
	

	Bid lead contact and email address
	


2. Purpose and scope
A conflict of interest may arise where an applicant, consortium member, subcontractor, adviser, employee, office-holder or other person connected with the bid has an interest or relationship that could, or could reasonably be perceived to, affect the fairness, integrity or impartiality of the competition or subsequent grant delivery.
The purpose of this form is to enable BIST to identify and manage actual, potential or perceived conflicts. Disclosure does not automatically disqualify an applicant. BIST will consider the nature and materiality of the conflict, any risk to the competition, and whether effective mitigation is available.
This declaration must cover the lead applicant and, so far as relevant to the bid, all consortium members, proposed subcontractors, delivery partners, advisers, bid team members, trustees, directors, governors and key personnel.
3. Applicant undertakings
By signing this form, the applicant confirms that it:
has made reasonable enquiries of the organisations and people within scope of this declaration;
has disclosed all actual, potential and perceived conflicts of interest relevant to the Hettie Data Centre Grant competition;
has not sought or obtained confidential or non-public information that could provide an unfair advantage in preparing its bid;
will not offer gifts, hospitality, payments, employment, appointments or other benefits intended to influence the competition or grant award;
will maintain appropriate confidentiality and information barriers where required;
will implement any mitigation agreed with BIST as a condition of continued participation in the competition or grant delivery;
will notify BIST promptly if a new conflict arises or previously declared information changes; and
understands that incomplete, inaccurate or misleading information may result in clarification, required mitigation, exclusion from the competition, withdrawal of preferred applicant status, or other action available under the competition rules or grant agreement.
4. Matters that should be considered
The following is a non-exhaustive list. If in doubt, disclose the matter and explain the context.
current or recent employment, office-holding, consultancy, advisory or governance relationships involving BIST, its advisers, another applicant, a consortium member or a potential supplier to the proposed host site;
financial interests, shareholdings, funding arrangements, gifts, hospitality, payments or benefits connected with another applicant or a person involved in the competition;
close personal, family or professional relationships with a person involved in designing, managing, advising on or evaluating the competition;
involvement in earlier market engagement, technical design, requirements development or advisory work that may create access to non-public information or an actual or perceived unfair advantage;
one organisation or individual supporting more than one competing bid, including shared advisers, subcontractors, design partners or commercial data centre providers;
existing disputes, litigation, investigations or other circumstances that could affect impartial participation or confidence in the competition;
arrangements under which a consortium member, subcontractor or adviser could influence the applicant’s bid while holding competing duties or commercial interests; and
any other circumstance that a reasonable person might consider capable of affecting the integrity or fairness of the competition.
5. Declaration
Select one option only.
	☐
	OPTION A: Nothing to declare

Following reasonable enquiries, the applicant confirms that it is not aware of any actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest relevant to this competition.

	☐
	OPTION B: Matters to declare

The applicant has identified one or more actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest. Full details and proposed mitigations are provided in section 6.


6. Conflict disclosure and proposed mitigation
Add rows or attach a clearly referenced schedule if necessary. Do not include unnecessary personal data. Provide sufficient information for BIST to understand the relationship, risk and proposed control.
	Ref.
	Person / organisation and relationship
	Conflict and type (actual, potential or perceived)
	Relevance and risk to the competition
	Proposed mitigation, owner and implementation date

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	


7. Applicant certification
I am authorised to sign on behalf of the lead applicant. I certify that reasonable enquiries have been made and that the information in this declaration is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I undertake to notify BIST promptly of any change and to ensure that relevant consortium members, partners and key personnel comply with agreed mitigations.
	Field
	Details

	Lead applicant legal name
	

	Authorised signatory name
	

	Job title
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	


8. BIST review and decision
For BIST use only. Completion of this section is not required at bid submission.
	Review field
	BIST decision / record

	Conflict reference(s) reviewed
	

	Further information required
	

	Assessment of impact on competition
	

	Agreed mitigation and monitoring arrangements
	

	Decision
	☐ No conflict identified   ☐ Conflict manageable with mitigation   ☐ Conflict not capable of effective mitigation

	Decision owner / Authorised Individual
	

	Signature and date
	

	Review date / trigger
	


9. Submission and continuing duty
Return the completed and signed form with the bid submission through the route stated in the competition guidance. Questions about whether a matter should be declared must be raised through the competition clarification process. Applicants must not approach evaluators or other individuals involved in the competition directly.
The declaration should be reviewed before bid submission, following any material change to the bid team or delivery model, when requested by BIST, before award, and during delivery if the applicant is successful.
10. Guidance basis
This supplier-facing form supports transparent and proportionate conflict management for the competed grant. It is designed as a grant competition control aligned to the principles of fairness, integrity, accountability and value for money reflected in the Government Grants Functional Standard. Where procurement-related activities are undertaken by the eventual grant recipient, separate conflict controls may also be required for those activities. Procurement Act 2023 conflict principles may be considered as relevant good practice, but completion of this form does not by itself determine the legal regime applicable to the grant or any downstream procurement.
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