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STUDY GUIDE

Detail Focus: Complete this section during the 
video. 

Main Summary Focus: Complete this 
section after the video.

1. What does Antifa claim to fight against?

2. How does Antifa define Fascism?

3. What does Antifa really care about?

1. What is Antifa, and how does it 
     function?

2. How can Antifa be stopped?

I Used To Be Antifa

http://www.prageru.com
http://www.prageru.com
https://www.prageru.com/video/i-used-to-be-antifa
https://www.prageru.com/video/i-used-to-be-antifa
https://www.prageru.com/video/i-used-to-be-antifa


I Used To Be AntifaPR AGERU.COM 2

1.	 At the beginning of the video, Mr. Nadales shares with us that, “There was a time in my 
life when I was angry, bitter, and deeply unhappy. I wanted to lash out at the whole Fascist 
system: the greedy, heartless power structure that didn’t care about me or the rest of 
society’s innocent victims- a system that had robbed, beaten and stolen from my ancestors. 
The whole corrupt edifice deserved to be brought down; reduced to rubble. I was a perfect 
recruit for Antifa, the left-wing group which claims to fight against Fascism And, so, I became 
a member.” What do you think contributed to Mr. Nadales feeling the way he did, and 
becoming so brainwashed the way he did? Explain. 

2.	 After explaining what an Antifascist mentality entails, Mr. Nadales asks, “What is Fascism? 
While most Americans associate Fascism with Nazi Germany or modern dictatorial states 
like Venezuela, China, and North Korea, to Antifa, Fascism means Judeo-Christian values 
and Capitalism. As an Antifa group said on its Twitter account in 2018, ‘The fight against 
Fascism is only won when the Capitalist system is smashed.’ And they mean smashed: 
breaking windows, tearing down statues, throwing Molotov cocktails, looting and burning 
businesses, and harassing and physically assaulting people. ... Antifa exemplifies the worst 
of this dangerous ideology, which is becoming bolder and more prevalent in American 
society.” Considering that historically, Fascism has been a dictatorial state that enforces its 
ideology through violence, why do you think that Antifa is so wrong about its notion of what 
Fascism is? Regardless of what they call themselves, why do you think that Antifa members 
are so misguided about America and Capitalism- to the point where they want to violently 
overthrow it? Explain. Why do you think that Antifa is becoming more prevalent? Explain. 

3.	 Later in the video, Mr. Nadales notes that, “ ... people who turned out to be my real friends 
pointed me to challenging thinkers like Milton Friedman, Thomas Sowell, and Ben Shapiro, 
and eventually organizations like the Leadership Institute and PragerU. What they said just 
made sense. And offered me a better way to live. Antifa and the radical left did not care 
about building a better society, they cared about control. They could only offer me more 
anger, bitterness, and unhappiness.” Why do you think that the Antifa people narrowly focus 
on control rather than on anything else? Explain. Do you think that evaluating what each 
side has to offer should and could make a significant difference for young people deciding 
which side to support? Why or why not?

4.	 Towards the end of the video, Mr. Nadales shares with us that, “Young people don’t drift to 
the Left because they believe the Left is superior; most do because they have never been 
exposed to anything else. Leftism has become what Andrew Breitbart once described as 
‘the default position.’ The American idea is more powerful than you think. It turned me 
around. It can turn others around, too. The core of that idea, call it the American dream, is 
not about money, it’s about freedom.” To what degree do you think Mr. Nadales is correct 
about young people not being exposed to anything other than Leftist nonsense? Explain. 
What, exactly, do you think is so powerful about ‘The American Idea?’ Explain. How, exactly, 
do you think that the American Dream can help to turn people like Mr. Nadales from valuing 
violence to valuing freedom? Explain. 

5.	 At the end of the video, Mr. Nadales concludes that, “... if conservatives are allowed to 
speak freely, they will peacefully convert more and more of Antifa’s supporters toward the 
values of liberty- and then Antifa will vanish like the nightmare it is.” What do you think Mr. 

Discussion & Review Questions
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Case Study Antifa

INSTRUCTIONS: Read the articles “Professor says liberal college campuses could be 
breeding ground for Antifa ideology” and “College campuses under scrutiny over possible 
Antifa links,“then answer the questions that follow.  

1.	 Where do some experts say is the most common place to find political correctness 
and Antifa? Who is Peter Boghossian, and what does he say about Antifa and 
college campuses? What does Professor Boghossian say students are not hearing? 
What do grievance studies departments teach, and what are they creating? Where 
are student activists coming from? In the second article, who comprised the 
group of activists that met weekly in a lecture theater in New York City? Who is 
Eoin Lenihan, and what does he say about Antifa and universities? Who is Cabot 
Phillips, and what is his reasoning for college students being ‘especially receptive 
to their [Antifa] radical ideology?’ What do some Antifa critics say is more a cause 
for concern than enabling groups to meet? How do professors often characterize 
Antifa? What is the most common response from school administrators to Antifa? 
What are the two reasons for a school administration’s lack of action against Antifa? 
What does Mr. Lenihan say about the ‘disturbing absence of conservative, and 
increasingly, moderate, professors’ in universities? Who is Eric Clanton, and what 
was he charged with? What is the Campus Antifascist Network, who founded it, 
and why? How does Mr. Lenihan characterize CAN? Who is Jeff Klinzman, and why 
did he not return to teaching at Kirkwood Community College? What is now coming 
under increased scrutiny?

2.	 Do you think that some departments of some colleges have a certain degree 
of culpability for producing Antifa members and the resulting destruction and 
violence? Why or why not? Do you think that schools have an obligation to attempt 
to balance instruction regarding political ideologies? Why or why not? What 
approach do you think schools should take towards activism on campus, especially 
in terms of how much of it to allow and what kind to allow? 

3.	 Do you think Antifa have a ‘plan’ for what they would do, how they would reorder 
society, and what they could offer people if they were to be completely successful? 
Why or why not? What else, specifically, do you think can be done to help those in 
Antifa, or looking to join, to see reason and to leave it?

Extend the Learning:

Nadales means, specifically, when he says ‘allowed to speak freely?’ Do you agree with 
Mr. Nadales that if conservatives speak out freely, then Antifa will be vanquished by the 
values of liberty? Why or why not?
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https://www.foxnews.com/media/liberal-universities-grievances-studies-departments-
responsible-for-antifa-ideology-says-peter-boghossian 
 

Professor says liberal college campuses could 
be breeding ground for Antifa ideology 
By Christopher Howard | Fox News 

President Trump and several police officials have blamed Antifa for the recent looting and 
vandalism that have occurred amid peaceful protests over the death of George Floyd. Some 
experts say the most common place to find political correctness and Antifa is on college 
campuses. 

Antifa, the far-left extremist group that is widely known for its violence and disruptive nature 
may be a product of academia, specifically "grievance studies." Peter Boghossian, an assistant 
professor at Portland State University who teaches philosophy, said the ideology that is fueling 
the rise of Antifa is coming from college campuses. 
 
“Our universities are teaching people totally deranged ideas, anti-democratic ideas. And it's not 
just that they're far-left ideas, they're ideas that are untethered to reality, dealing with race and 
gender and trans issues, for example, things that revolve around identity. They're teaching people 
these ideas. They're not hearing other sides of the coin," Boghossian told Fox News. 

“Almost all of them are explicitly involved in it. It's less so universities and it's more so 
particular departments within universities. We call these grievance studies departments that teach 
students to look for grievances everywhere, racial grievances, gender grievances, any kind of 
perceived or historical injustice," said Boghossian. "But when you look at it in terms of race or 
gender and you train people to perennially think about grievances... you create some very 
unhappy, very dyspeptic people who manifest that through physical violence and silencing 
others.” 

Colleges and universities have come into the spotlight in recent years when liberal students 
started protesting conservative speakers who were scheduled to give speeches on their campuses. 
In February of 2017 violent protests broke out at the University of California Berkeley when 
conservative speaker Milo Yiannopoulos was scheduled to give a speech on cultural 
appropriation. 

When interviewed by Fox News Digital in December of 2019, students at the University of 
California Berkeley had mixed thoughts on the purposes and methods of Antifa. One student 
said, “I don't really have any strong feelings toward them or against them as a group. It's about 
some of the individuals that act out in extreme ways, especially in regards to reacting with 
violence." 
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When it comes to the group's violence, another student said, “I guess, I agree with their message 
that neo-Nazis should be stopped, but I don't know if I really agree about violence.” 
 
Some students also didn't fully understand Antifa’s message or full ideology, saying, “On one 
hand, I'd say hit the Nazis, go for it. On another hand, I think I would probably want to go on a 
case by case because I don't know the context of Antifa to that degree." 

Boghossian, who is also widely known for the "grievance studies hoax," where he and two of his 
colleagues wrote 20 fake papers and managed to get seven of them published at peer-review 
journals, said, "These are not open-minded people who like to listen to you and engage ideas. We 
are creating activist students." 
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https://www.foxnews.com/us/college-campuses-antifa-links-possible 

College campuses under scrutiny 
over possible Antifa links 

 
By Hollie McKay | Fox News 

In the spring of 2019, a small – but ever-growing – group of activists met weekly in a lecture 
theater in New York City's Lower East Side, not far from the buildings of NYU but with no 
affiliation to the institution. A flyer of "rules" was disseminated, including a stipulation that 
"white straight dudes" should speak last. 

While mostly young students deeply invested in social justice causes attended, the group also 
included those who taught or guest-taught at universities, and some brought their young children. 
Others explained that they hailed from "the Colonial State of California" and that was the cause 
that drove them. Another was a former soldier who had grown deeply disillusioned with U.S. 
wars and persecution of cultures and minorities abroad. People bemoaned the wealthy having 
"hijacked" New York City's illustrious art gallery scene. There was anger expressed over police 
brutality. A few wanted to spotlight the Palestinian cause. 

There were references to Antifa, though most rejected any labels. 

There was talk about university education and work, but little was asked about individual 
backgrounds. But, following the recent spate of riots that rocked dozens of cities across the 
country, in the wake of George Floyd's death in Minneapolis while in police custody, over 
11,000 people have been arrested. 

Generally, Antifa members take on a multitude of actions they perceive to be authoritarian, 
homophobic, racist or xenophobic. 

Discussions were benign, but groups splintered away to brainstorm further "solutions," and any 
hints of violent activities were limited to only a small and well-vetted group. Communications 
then turned to Signal, Telegram and other encrypted apps for coordination. 

The organized nature of much of the violence has drawn attention, with President Trump and 
Attorney General William Barr pointing fingers at the shadowy outfit and to what extent 
universities play a part in recruiting, urging or merely turning a blind eye to Antifa's presence on 
campus. 
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"Universities are the ideological incubators of Antifa in the U.S. Officially most U.S campuses 
do not have any policies that endorse Antifa explicitly," Eoin Lenihan, a Stuttgart-based security 
and research analyst whose work is focused on online extremism, told Fox News. "They do 
however tacitly or unwittingly support Antifa by employing teaching staff who are sympathetic 
to or are actual members of the group, by allowing the group to host events on their premises and 
by offering an abundance of courses in the social sciences that have their foundation in 
revolutionary Marxism, which do not offer sufficient evaluation of the course content to train 
students to think critically." 

Reporters from the higher education-focused, conservative website Campus Reform claimed to 
have spotted Antifa openly recruiting on the University of Florida campus last September, and 
published a flyer that apparently was being distributed to usher in new arrivals and invite 
prospects to attend a "Radical Rush" event held by the "Gainesville Antifascists." At the time, 
the University of Florida denied any knowledge of them being on campus. 

"Antifa chapters around the country grow their movements and test their tactics on college 
campuses. College students are especially receptive to their radical ideology because of the anti-
capitalist, anti-cop and anti-American rhetoric they're often exposed to in class," said Cabot 
Phillips, editor-in-chief, CampusReform.org. "What's taught in classrooms on many college 
campuses essentially softens students up to the ideas of Antifa." 

He said there's a constant competition among students to prove to one another how "woke" they 
are, and partaking in the "social justice" movement is a quick way to gain credibility and climb 
the social hierarchy. 

Some Antifa critics say it's the ideology of violence being circulated on college campuses, often 
on the taxpayers' dime at public institutions, that is more a cause for concern than enabling 
groups to meet or turning a blind eye. 

"Professors often glorify Antifa as a group of noble freedom fighters," Phillps continued. "We've 
reported how professors have promoted their events, called on students to donate to bail funds 
for members arrested at riots, and even declared their allegiance to the group itself." 

Even the destructive elements brought with it some seeming justification from high-level 
academics. 

"The violence is being done by the police themselves. In many registers, as we certainly see from 
last night, it's the police themselves who are rioting and attacking people and attacking property," 
Steven Thrasher, a teacher at Illinois's Northwestern University, told NPR. "The rebellion against 
the police station itself (in Minneapolis), as I read in Slate, made sense because the police are the 
ones that are enforcing an extremely unfair social order." 

Moreover, Sarah Parcak, an Egyptologist and University of Alabama professor, raised red flags 
earlier this month amid the heat the Floyd unrest with tweets purporting to advise protesters on 
how to bring down Confederate monuments in the South, accompanied by diagrams. 
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Multiple groups, including Rose City Antifa, the Proud Boys and conservative activist Haley Adams protest in downtown 
Portland, Ore., Saturday, June 29, 2019. (Dave Killen/The Oregonian via AP)  

However, many experts underscored that university involvement in the Antifa movement is often 
not straightforward or blatant. The group doesn't have a formal leadership or headquarters, 
although there are local "organizers" and those who take the reins more than others. Generally, 
Antifa supporters are defined by their donning of all-black at rallies and events, but only on rare 
occasions are they distinguished by a logo featuring a double flag, typically in black and red. 

According to the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), "because there is no unifying body for Antifa, 
it is impossible to know how many 'members' are currently active," further pointing out that 
"different localities have Antifa populations of different strengths." 

While some Antifa affiliates define themselves based on their location, others use different 
activist names, which essentially makes it challenging for university administrators to the police 
or detect. 

And while violent incidences have routinely taken place on college campuses in recent years, 
most notably to thwart conservatives or controversial figures not aligned with the leftist 
movement from speaking, it is often unclear how many exactly are students, former students or 
other backers from far and wide who descend for the showdown. 

But not all Antifa schemes end up in all-out brawls that hit headline news. Last July, an alleged 
member of a local Emerald City Antifa group was arrested following a botched attempt to chain 
doors and lock conservative students in a University of Washington classroom during a group 
meeting. 

"The most common response from school administrations to Antifa is no response at all. There 
are two main reasons for their lack of action against Antifa: First, many administrators agree 
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with Antifa's platform and, second, those who don't are afraid of voicing opposition toward a 
movement that purports to be fighting fascism," Phillips proclaimed. 

Lenihan, who has come under a cloud of controversy in recent times for his strong stance that 
"the journalists writing about Antifa are often their cheerleaders," said that the murky link 
between campuses and Antifa is a result of university "hiring practices" in years past. 

"(The) disturbing absence of conservative, and increasingly, moderate, professors means that 
universities, particularly their social studies departments, are in danger of becoming ideological 
echo chambers," he said. 

And there have been several examples of university-linked professors engaged in Antifa-like 
violence in recent years, particularly in the aftermath of Donald Trump's move to the White 
House in 2017. 

Eric Clanton, 29, a former community college professor and Antifa activist, pleaded no contest 
to misdemeanor assault for allegedly thumping President Trump supporters with a bike lock at a 
Berkeley rally in 2017. 

Members of the D.C. National Guard standing on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on June 2 amid unrest over the death of 
George Floyd. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)  

Stanford University came under scrutiny two years ago, with some bemoaning that the California 
university had given a platform to Antifa "ring-leader" David Palumbo-Liu, who remains listed 
as a professor of comparative literature at the prestigious institution. According to the Stanford 
Review, an independent publication, in August 2017, Palumbo-Liu, along with Purdue 
University professor Bill Mullen, founded the Campus Antifascist Network (CAN). They allege 
that the group was established to serve as "a big tent" for "anyone committed to fighting 
fascism." Palumbo-Liu at the time asserted that the organization "only supports violence in self-
defense for those being threatened by fascists." 
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From Lenihan's perspective, CAN is "one of the most concerning infiltrations of Antifa into the 
university system." 

"The CAN network has established Antifa networks on campuses across the United States. The 
CAN network currently boasts around 400 members and has chapters at the University of 
Connecticut, University of Illinois, University of Michigan, University of Pennsylvania, 
University of Pittsburgh, Swarthmore College, University of Texas," he said. "In the Campus 
Antifascist Network syllabus available on their website, the group provides members with a wide 
variety of radical literature, including a link to articles by Redneck Revolt and links to the 
effectiveness of black block tactics." 

Black bloc tactics generally involve the all-black element and thus disguise individual identities. 
It emerged out of the activism movements of the 1980s. 

And in Iowa, Kirkwood Community College last August announced that an adjunct instructor of 
English, Jeff Klinzman, would not be returning for the fall semester – claiming he had resigned – 
soon after postings, reportedly expressing his support for Antifa, were found by local reporters 
on both his personal Facebook page and an "Iowa Antifa" page. 

James Casey, a former FBI agent who spent years canvassing left-wing extremist groups, said 
the anarchy accompanying peaceful protests in recent weeks bore the hallmarks of Antifa. 
However, he observed that while the vast majority of those participating in the more destructive 
elements were young, there was no direct link to them necessarily having formed on a particular 
campus or being part of the same student body. 

He also said that the "Antifa" moniker has only really been used in recent years, pointing out that 
previously left-wing extremists operated under a mish-mash of names, banners and movements. 
But the tactics used are often the same. 

Casey noted that after a recent riot in Boston, Antifa supporters posted a video of a destroyed 
police car, with an officer seeming to smash the window, along with declarations that cops were 
damaging their own vehicles in order to blame Antifa. Further research revealed that the window 
had actually been broken by Antifa, but not completely, and the officer was merely removing the 
glass that remained. 
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Andy Ngo, a Portland-based journalist, after unidentified Rose City Antifa members attacked him on June 29, 2019 in Portland, 
Oregon. (Moriah Ratner/Getty Images, File)  

The matter of university involvement with Antifa is coming under increased scrutiny. 

"There is, or at least was, a general lack of knowledge as to what Antifa actually represents. 
Initially, they were cut with a wide brush on the assumption that they were just nihilists and 
globalists," added one U.S. source. "That didn't really scare anyone. Now, all gloves are off, and 
all aspects of the organization are going to be under the microscope." 
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QUIZ

1.    Antifa is a Left-wing group that claims to fight against _______________________.

	 a.  freedom
	 b.  Socialism
	 c.  Fascism
	 d.  big government

2.    What does the ‘Black Bloc’ do?

	 a.  supports and protects black-owned businesses
	 b.  taunts police and destroys property
	 c.  peacefully unites black voters
	 d.  supports exploiting disadvantaged people

3.    There’s no identifiable leader of Antifa.

	 a.  True
	 b.  False

4.    How does Antifa define Fascism?

	 a.  as a Marxist class struggle
	 b.  as a Totalitarian state
	 c.  as a form of Communism enforced by violence
	 d.  as Judeo-Christian values and Capitalism

5.   Antifa only cares about ________________.

	 a.  building a better society
	 b.  thinkers like Ben Shapiro
	 c.  freedom
	 d.  control
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