
CITIES AND TOWNS
The United States is a large country 

with diverse populations. Americans 
throughout history have believed that 

local governments in  
are better able to handle local issues 

according to their residents’ needs than 
the federal or state governments.

Local governments are usually in 

charge of the 
 

and the to keep 

the peace and provide safety.

 often 

make up the judicial branch of 

the local government.

The city or town’s
 department is often responsible for sewage, water supply, and street signs among other things.

Just as the president leads the 

executive branch in the federal 

government, the  often 

leads the executive branch in 

local  governments.

According to 
, states 

establish local governments 
and grant them the powers 

they have. 

Citizens are encouraged to attend the meetings of their local government legislative branches. These branches are called city or town 
.

The establishment of cities and their governance in the U.S. began even before the nation was founded.

Local governments get most 
of their revenue, or money, 
from .
This revenue is then used 
to fund services for their 

citizens. 

Click or Scan 
Here to Watch 

the Episode

https://www.prageru.com/video/street-smarts-local-government-cities-and-towns


CITIES AND TOWNS
The United States is a large country 

with diverse populations. Americans 
throughout history have believed that 

local governments in cities and towns 
are better able to handle local issues 

according to their residents’ needs than 
the federal or state governments.

Local governments are usually in 

charge of the Police Department 

and the fire Department to keep 

the peace and provide safety.

Municipal courts often 

make up the judicial branch of 

the local government.

The city or town’sPublic works department is often responsible for sewage, water supply, and street signs among other things.

Just as the president leads the 

executive branch in the federal 

government, the mayor often 

leads the executive branch in 

local  governments.

According to 
the Dillon Rule, states 

establish local governments 
and grant them the powers 

they have. 

Citizens are encouraged to attend the meetings of their local government legislative branches. These branches are called city or town Councils.

The establishment of cities and their governance in the U.S. began even before the nation was founded.

Local governments get most 
of their revenue, or money, 
from Property Taxes.
This revenue is then used 
to fund services for their 

citizens. 


