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Shakespeare | Worksheet

Directions: Circle the correct answer.

1. Complete the following quote about William Shakespeare: “He was not of an age but
for all ___________.”

a. time
b. people
c. nations

2. What did Shakespeare say was one of his greatest strengths as an author?
a. the ability to write both fiction and nonfiction
b. the ability to describe all kinds of characters
c. the ability to make people laugh and cry

3. What writing tactic did Shakespeare use successfully?
a. mixing science fiction with nonfiction
b. including colorful descriptions of nature
c. creating characters who thought out loud and expressed their thoughts

4. Writing about timeless ___________ was a secret to Shakespeare’s success.
a. politics
b. feelings
c. family members

5. The main theme of Shakespeare’s play Othello is ___________.
a. greed
b. ambition
c. jealousy

6. The main theme of both Julius Ceaser andMacBeth is ___________.
a. greed
b. ambition
c. jealousy

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
7. In your own words, explain what “He was not of an age but for all time” means.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________



8. Explain what you think Shakespeare meant when he said, “Language is the paintbrush
to the canvas of life.”

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Write a Poem!
9. Shakespeare was a gifted author, playwright, and poet. Use your creativity to write an

acrostic poem below. For each letter of Shakespeare’s name, write one or more words
to describe his life and/or contribution to Western Civilization.
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Shakespeare | Answer Key

Directions: Circle the correct answer.

1. Complete the following quote about William Shakespeare: “He was not of an age but
for all ______________________________.”

a. time
b. people
c. nations

2. What did Shakespeare say was one of his greatest strengths as an author?
a. the ability to write both fiction and nonfiction.
b. the ability to describe all kinds of characters.
c. the ability to make people laugh and cry.

3. What writing tactic did Shakespeare use successfully?
a. mixing science fiction with nonfiction
b. including colorful descriptions of nature
c. creating characters who thought out loud and expressed their thoughts

4. Writing about timeless___________________ was a secret to Shakespeare’s success.
a. politics
b. feelings
c. family members

5. The main theme of Shakespeare’s play Othello is __________________________.
a. greed
b. ambition
c. jealousy

6. The main theme of both Julius Ceaser andMacBeth is ______________________.
a. greed
b. ambition
c. jealousy

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
7. In your own words, explain what “He was not of an age but for all time” means.

Sample answer: Shakespeare’s writing is timeless because his characters and
storylines are as relevant now as they were when he wrote them long ago.

8. Explain what you think Shakespeare meant when he said, “Language is the paintbrush
to the canvas of life.”
Sample answer: Shakespeare believed that language is more than words and basic
communication. He used his creativity to paint pictures with words, much like an
artist creates images with a paintbrush.



Write a Poem!
9. Shakespeare was a gifted author, playwright, and poet. Use your creativity to write an

acrostic poem below. For each letter of Shakespeare’s name, write one or more words
to describe his life and/or contribution to Western Civilization.
Answers will vary.
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