


Through hard work and determination, Margaret Thatcher 

to lead a major Western democracy, and one of the world’s 

As leader of the Conservative Party, Margaret Thatcher 

numerous government-run industries, lowered taxes, and 

During the Cold War, she defended democracy and took 
a hard line against communism
Margaret became one of the closest friends of Ronald 

Meet Margaret Thatcher

Born on October 13, 
1925 in Grantham, 
Lincolnshire 

First woman to serve 
as Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom 
(1979-1990)

Supported 
conservative views: 
limited government, 
free markets, 
nationalism, and 
individualism

Nickname:  
“The Iron Lady” (for 
her strong opposition 
to communism)

Died April 8, 2013  
in London

Interesting Facts

Awarded the U.S. 
Presidential Medal of 
Freedom by President 
George H. W. Bush on 
March 7, 1991   
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worked behind the counter, slicing cheese 
and meat, weighing butter, and selling 

As Margaret’s father became involved 

council member and eventually as mayor 

Margaret admired her father and was 

and taught her that life must be used for a 

Young Margaret

“Never follow the crowd.  
You work things out for yourself.”

Margaret Thatcher on Leadership:
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Education, Family  
& Early Career
Margaret was a very serious student 

Association, where she honed 

After graduating with a degree in 

Margaret followed their advice and ran 

Although she didn’t win, she received a 

Around this time, Margaret met a 

“In polit ics, 
if you want 
anyt hing said, 
ask a man. 
If you want 
anyt hing done, 
ask a woman.”

Margaret Thatcher  
on Women in Politics:
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Parliament
Margaret enjoyed her legal career and 
family life but had high ambitions to 

mother, tax lawyer, and housewife enabled 

her as a candidate, and was interviewed 

selected her to be their candidate and 
she won the election, becoming one of 

Opposition

instability under the socialist-leaning 

and garbage collection, were frequently 

A Prime Minister is the leader of a country with a 
parliamentary political system, like the United Kingdom. 
Each political party selects a leader from within its 
ranks. In a general election, the leader of the winning 
party is appointed Prime Minister by the Monarch 
(the King or Queen in some countries, including Great 
Britain), or the President (in countries like France and 
Israel). In contrast, American Presidents are elected 
directly by the people (via the electoral college). 

What is a Prime Minister? 
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“There is no such thing as  
public money. There is only  

taxpayers’ money.”

country was in decline, and needed to 

While socialism

Thatcher focused her efforts on economic 

become a socialist country, and she strove 

encouraged joblessness, and allowed 

 

major foreign crisis when Argentina invaded 

middle of its economic recovery, and war is 

won the war, and returned the islands 

Prime Minister

Margaret Thatcher on Socialism:
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Domestically, Thatcher sought to limit the 

believed they didn’t allow their members 

work, even when the miners’ union insisted 

later when the union had been defeated, 

Retirement
Thatcher served as a 

retirement, she became a 

several books about her 

suffered a number of small 
strokes before her death  
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• 

above her father’s grocery 
 

 
have running water or  
an indoor toilet!

• 

Roberts family and shared 
what life was like living as a 

• 
Minister, Thatcher 

•  Thatcher became known 
as “Thatcher, the milk 

•  Thatcher survived an 

hotel where she  

Fascinating Facts 
about Margaret

Fill-in-the-Blank

Answer key on page 10

1.   In 1925, Margaret Roberts was born in the town of 
______________________, the second of two children. 

2.  Margaret attended _______________________________________ 
where she earned a degree in Chemistry. 

3.  Margaret later became a tax lawyer, but she really aspired 
to be a __________________________________. 

4.  Margaret’s conservative political views were initially 
inspired by her _____________________________. 

5.  Mrs. Thatcher created a sensation when she became the 

6.  
that gave ___________________ more freedom. 

7.  Mrs. Thatcher earned the nickname “_____________________” 
because she took a very strong position against 
communism. 
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A political campaign slogan is a 
brief statement that describes what 
your campaign is about. Margaret 
Thatcher’s 1950 campaign slogan was 
“Vote Right to Keep What’s Left.” 

Imagine that you are running for public  
office. What cause is important to you?  
What causes are important to your friends 
and your community? 

Write Your Campaign Slogan!

Word Scramble

Answer key on page 10
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Glossary

Sources
The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language

 Biography.Com Website

Ducksters

Margaret Thatcher Foundation

Margaret Thatcher of Great Britain

Encyclopedia Britannica

• Cold War: 

• Communism: A system of government 

the economy and a single authoritarian 

in which all goods are equally shared 

• Conservative Party: 

• Determination

• Humble

• Opposition  

• Parliament

• Presidential Medal of Freedom: An 

the security or national interests of the 

• Reformist

• Self-reliance

• Socialism
of society in which the means of 

WORD SCRAMBLE KEY: 1. PRIME MINISTER. 2. CONSERVATIVE. 3. THATCHERISM. 4. ENGLAND. 5.COLD WAR. 6. PARLIAMENT. 7. OXFORD UNIVERSITY. 
8. ELECTION. 9. MARGARET. 10. POLITICS.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK ANSWER KEY: 1. GRANTHAM. 2. OXFORD UNIVERSITY. 3. POLITICIAN. 4. FATHER. 5. WOMAN. 6. INDIVIDUALS. 7. IRON LADY.
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