
STUDY GUIDE

KEY TERMS:

NOTE-TAKING COLUMN: Complete this section during the 
video. Include definitions and key terms.

CUE COLUMN: Complete this section 
after the video.

What was the purpose of the ‘Glorious Revolution?’

Locke believed that man’s natural state is to be what?

Many Americans believe that we should treat people 
differently based on what?

Which of Locke’s views were fundamental 
in shaping America?

In what ways did Locke’s ideas and 
values help to guide America’s founders?

IF WE LOSE JOHN LOCKE,
WE LOSE AMERICA

wisdom                         revolution                  political theorist
liberties                         rights                        paternalistic government
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• Towards the beginning of the video, Mr. Shapiro notes that: “The purpose of that revolution 
[the Glorious Revolution], which Locke supported, was not merely to substitute one king for 
another, but to move power away from the monarch and place it in the hands of the people 
and their elected representatives. The ‘laws and liberties of this kingdom’ in Locke’s view, 
belonged to its citizens.” What, exactly, do you think it means to put power in the hands of 
the people in a nation? Explain. Why do you think that Mr. Locke was so passionate about 
the idea of governance being the responsibility of the whole of the people being governed 
rather than just one or a few people? Explain. 

• Going on to explain how Locke influenced the American founders, Mr. Shapiro points out 
that: “[Thomas] Jefferson looked to Locke for inspiration and guidance. And using Locke 
helped in another way: How better, Jefferson calculated, to justify an American Revolution 
than to use the arguments that were once used to justify an English one? So, what were 
those arguments? Locke posited three. First: All men are created equal. Second: Certain 
basic rights exist independent of government. Third: Government exists to protect those 
rights.” What was so intelligent and important about Mr. Jefferson choosing John Locke 
as a model for his [Jefferson’s] own ideals and writing? What do you think makes Locke’s 
arguments so strong and so compelling? Explain. 

• Mr. Shapiro later dives deeper into the prescient idea of Locke’s, that: “For Locke, the 
purpose of government was to protect the individual’s freedom and to protect the property 
(the land and material goods) he lawfully acquired. The last thing Locke wanted was to give 
the government the power to take away that liberty or undermine those property rights. If 
government couldn’t provide those protections, or if it abused its power, it didn’t deserve to 
exist. ‘The end of law, he wrote, ‘is not to abolish or restrain [freedom], but to preserve and 
enlarge freedom.’” Why do you think that freedom was such a big deal to John Locke and 
still is such an important value to many Americans? Explain. Do you agree with Mr. Locke 
that a government is only legitimate if it provides its people with freedom and if it protects 
the property and freedoms of its citizens? Why or why not?

• Towards the end of the video, Mr. Shapiro warns that: “ …today Locke’s ideas are under full-
fledged assault. There are many Americans who believe that human beings are not created 
equal- that we should treat people differently based on their group identity. There are many 
Americans who believe that rights do not pre-exist government- that government is both our 
master and protector, granting and withdrawing privileges as it sees fit. And there are many 
Americans who believe that government should have almost unlimited power. Everything 
that Locke rejected, these Americans rush to embrace. Their preference for paternalistic 
government is not what Locke envisioned or what Jefferson described in the Declaration 
of Independence.” Why do you think that many Americans are embracing and promoting 
paternalistic government rather than valuing freedom and limited government? Explain. 

• At the end of the video, Mr. Shapiro concludes that: “We need to reintroduce John Locke 
and his ideas to a nation that has become increasingly blind to fundamental elements of 
its own history and character. Because if we lose Locke, we lose America.” How and why 
do you think that America has ‘become increasingly blind to fundamental elements of its 
own history and character?’ In what ways do you think John Locke could and shoud be 
‘reintroduced’ to America? What, exactly, do you think Mr. Shapiro means by his statement 
that ‘if we lose Locke, we lose America?’ Do you agree with Mr. Shapiro? Why or why not?

DISCUSSION & REVIEW QUESTIONS:
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CASE STUDY: AI cameras in Chinese classrooms

INSTRUCTIONS: Read the article “Must Reads: At this Chinese school, Big Brother was 
watching students — and charting every smile or frown,” then answer the questions that 
follow. 
  

• What was installed in the classroom in China, and what did it all do? What 
happened when the ‘score’ for a student’s facial expressions reached a 
predetermined point? How did the students feel about the monitoring and the 
consequences of the monitoring? What did students do in response to the 
monitoring? What is the Chinese central government’s focus on? Who is Chen Hong, 
and what is he concerned about? What do the AI hats and caps do? How do human 
rights and privacy advocates view the emotional surveillance happening in China? 
How do educators in China feel about the AI system? Who is He Shanyun, and what 
does she think about the issue? Who is Zheng Suning, and what does she worry 
about? Who is Xiong Bingqi, and what is his view on the matter?

• What types of freedoms and rights are being taken away or limited by the AI 
camera system and the correlating social control? If the system is brought back and 
eventually becomes standard in all schools, what will the consequences be? What 
might the ‘next steps’ in social control by the Chinese government be after the AI 
camera system becomes standard? Why do you think that the Chinese government 
wants to implement the AI camera system in schools, even though there isn’t any 
data to support the supposition that such social control would improve student’s 
ability to learn and to perform well in school? Explain. Do you feel sorry for Chinese 
students who have to submit to the AI camera system? Why or why not? Does 
reading this article nudge you to value your own freedom more to any degree? Why 
or why not?

• Do you agree with the criticisms of the AI camera system presented in the article? 
Why or why not? What do you think Locke and Jefferson would say about the 
system? Do you think that Locke would consider the Chinese government to be 
legitimate? Why or why not? If too many of the paternalistic government supporters 
that Mr. Shapiro mentions in the video get their way, America will end up a lot more 
like the authoritarian government of China and schools all over America would have 
the AI system and resulting social control- is this something that you would want or 
support? Why or why not?

EXTEND THE LEARNING:



QUIZ

1.    John Locke was born in _____________________________.

 a. France
 b. Scotland
 c. Wales
 d. England

2.    Who replaced King James II as a result of the ‘Glorious Revolution?’

 a. Edward the Elder
 b. James the VI of Scotland
 c. William of Orange
 d. Charles II of Portsmouth

3.    Locke’s view was that the ‘laws and liberties of the kingdom’ belonged to its citizens.

 a. True
 b. False

4.    In relation to a government, Locke believed that man’s natural state is to be

______________________.

 a. submissive
 b. rebellious
 c. compliant
 d. free

5.   What do many Americans currently believe?

 a. that we should treat people differently based on their group identity
 b. that rights do not pre-exist government
 c. that government should have almost unlimited power
 d. All of the above
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QUIZ - ANSWER KEY

1.    John Locke was born in _____________________________.

 a. France
 b. Scotland
 c. Wales
 d. England

2.    Who replaced King James II as a result of the ‘Glorious Revolution?’

 a. Edward the Elder
 b. James the VI of Scotland
 c. William of Orange
 d. Charles II of Portsmouth

3.    Locke’s view was that the ‘laws and liberties of the kingdom’ belonged to its citizens.

 a. True
 b. False

4.    In relation to a government, Locke believed that man’s natural state is to be

______________________.

 a. submissive
 b. rebellious
 c. compliant
 d. free

5.   What do many Americans currently believe?

 a. that we should treat people differently based on their group identity
 b. that rights do not pre-exist government
 c. that government should have almost unlimited power
 d. All of the above

WWW.PRAGERU.COM

IF WE LOSE JOHN LOCKE,
WE LOSE AMERICA

https://www.prageru.com/video/if-we-lose-john-locke-we-lose-america
http://www.prageru.com
https://www.prageru.com/video/if-we-lose-john-locke-we-lose-america


https://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-china-face-surveillance-2018-story.html 
 

Must Reads: At this Chinese school, Big 
Brother was watching students — and 
charting every smile or frown  

 
Students study until late at night at Hangzhou No. 11 High School in downtown Hangzhou. 
(Don Lee / Los Angeles Times) 
 
By Don Lee Staff Writer   
June 30, 2018 
11 AM 
Reporting from Hangzhou, China —  

At first, it just seemed cool. 

When facial recognition cameras were installed at a century-old high school here in eastern China, students 
got in and out of campus, picked up lunch, borrowed books and even bought drinks from a vending 
machine just by peering into the cameras. 

No more worrying about forgetting to carry your ID card. 

But last March, the cameras appeared in some classrooms — and they did a lot more than just identify 
students and take attendance. 

Using the latest artificial intelligence software, the devices tracked students’ behavior and read their facial 
expressions, grouping each face into one of seven emotions: anger, fear, disgust, surprise, happiness, 
sadness and what was labeled as neutral. 



Think of it as a little glimpse of the future. 

While American schools, as well as students and parents, are worrying about the increased emphasis on 
standardized tests — and the loss of classroom freedom that comes with “teaching to the test” — China has 
carried things to a whole new level. 

Here, the surveillance cameras took the data on individual facial expressions and used that information to 
create a running “score” on each student and class. If a score reached a predetermined point, the system 
triggered an alert. Teachers were expected to take action: to talk to a student perceived to be disengaged, 
for example, or overly moody. 

School administrators reckoned the data could provide feedback for teachers as well, about their lectures 
and classroom management, though they spoke of no immediate plans to use those details as part of their 
evaluations. 

Most students came to hate the constant monitoring — and the consequences that followed when the 
machines reported scores suggesting individuals or entire classes weren’t paying attention. 

Some students went so far as to figure out how to game the system by feigning what the cameras’ designers 
wanted to see. 

“If you feel angry, you need to control yourself,” said Zhu Juntao, 17, using his two forefingers to press up 
the ends of his mouth, as if smiling. He says he was never called out by a teacher, but others were. 

Parents had mixed reactions, but enough of them complained about what they saw as an intrusion on 
privacy that school administrators last month hit the pause button on the cameras. 

Not that those officials have given up on the system. It just needs further studying and some tweaking, says 
Zhang Guanchao, the school’s deputy principal, who believes it’s a useful tool for teachers. 

“Hopefully we will bring the system back to campus in September,” he said this week as students were 
wrapping up finals. 

Facial identifying technology has been developing rapidly and is being deployed in more places around the 
world. Some U.S. airports and law enforcement agencies now use such systems to screen travelers and 
detect wanted people. Britain and Russia are among others trying the software as part of their overall 
policing and surveillance efforts. 

But no country has been employing facial recognition as aggressively as China. That reflects the central 
government’s intense focus on public security and monitoring of residents, particularly in China’s far west 
Xinjiang region, where Beijing is using highly sophisticated facial recognition, iris scanners and other 
artificial intelligence software to keep tabs on — and watch for any separatist activities from — its Muslim 
Uighur population. 

At the same time, Beijing is making a big push in artificial intelligence. China has set a goal of being the 
world’s AI leader by 2030 and is investing heavily to support start-ups, research and more use of smart 
surveillance technologies. State media said recently that Beijing’s subway system plans to install facial 
recognition cameras along with palm scanners this year, ostensibly to ease congestion by allowing riders to 
gain faster entry — but also giving authorities another tool to monitor the population. 

In Beijing and throughout China, closed-circuit cameras and other surveillance devices are so ubiquitous 
that they’ve become part of the landscape. If facial recognition helps with public safety, some say, that’s a 
good thing. 



“Perhaps people would behave themselves more,” said Xia Chuzi, a 19-year-old student interviewed in 
Beijing. 

Chen Hong, another Beijing resident, said his main worry is whether AI technology will work properly in 
identifying faces correctly. “I’m not concerned about privacy,” said the 24-year-old, who installs high-
speed internet equipment for a living. 

 
Zhu Juntao, a 10th-grader at Hangzhou No. 11 High School, says most of his classmates want to get rid of the school’s emotion-
tracking cameras. 
(Don Lee / Los Angeles Times ) 

Hangzhou, a top tourist destination about 100 miles southwest of Shanghai, is now one of the country’s 
leading tech hubs, thanks in part to e-commerce giant Alibaba. Also based in the city is Hikvision, the 
world’s largest maker of video surveillance products. 

Hikvision supplied the face-recognition devices to Hangzhou No. 11 High School. Rolling them out to 
schools across the country would be highly lucrative. The partially state-owned company did not respond to 
requests for an interview. 

Experts say technologies recognizing or verifying faces is one thing, but monitoring emotions with AI 
devices takes it to a whole other level. They include not just cameras but hats and caps with sensors to 
monitor brain waves that detect shifts in a person’s mood. 

Human rights and privacy advocates see such emotional surveillance as part of China’s widening security 
control regime, an increasingly Orwellian world in which people can’t escape the eye of government and 
the pressures of conformity in social behavior. 

“It’s an incredibly dangerous precedent to affix somebody’s behavior or certain actions based on emotions 
or characteristics presented in their face,” said Clare Garvie, an associate at the Center on Privacy and 
Technology at Georgetown University Law Center. 

Educators in China have been sharply critical of the Hangzhou school, not only for invading students’ 
privacy — neither they nor their parents were asked to give consent — but for charging ahead with a 
unproven system that purports to improve student performance. 



Even assuming the machines can accurately read facial emotions, it’s far from clear how outward 
expressions are related to learning, says He Shanyun, an associate professor of education at Zhejiang 
University in Hangzhou. 

She thinks facial recognition is flawed in another way: It doesn’t account for different personalities and a 
Chinese culture that may be predisposed to a stoic face. Even if an AI device can help a teacher, He says, 
“you shouldn’t use it to punish students or put a simple label on them.” 

Zheng Suning, a 10-grader at Hangzhou No. 11, speaks proudly of her school. It was founded in 1904 but is 
now one of the most high-tech in the country. “We have visitors regularly,” she said. 

School administrators, however, declined a request for a tour. 

Zheng recalls the trouble when she had misplaced her school ID. Now she’s a little self-conscious about her 
face flashing before others but says it’s exceptionally convenient. “You show your face to the machine, and 
they bring out your lunch tray,” she said. 

Still, the 16-year-old dreads a return of the AI cameras in the classroom. 

Like most other high school students in China, Zheng and her classmates are in school from early morning 
to late at night. On top of that, Zheng takes private tutorial lessons twice a week lasting two hours each. She 
says maybe the cameras will help her be a better student, but she worries they will add more stress. She 
doesn’t know how she could avoid not looking sleepy. 

“I’m already so tired,” Zheng said. 

Then there’s the matter of faking expressions and behavior students think the cameras look for. No matter 
how tired or boring the lecture was, they said the trick was to look straight ahead. 

“Some students pretend to be very focused,” said Chu Haotian, 17. Fellow 10th-grader Zhu Juntao added: 
“Even though you’re a good student, you may not have a good expression.” 

Facial recognition cameras haven’t been installed in every classroom at the school yet. And they monitored 
only 10th-graders — and only for about two months before their use was suspended. 

Educators worry the emotion-monitoring will encourage excessive attention on outward behavior or 
become an active means of social control. That’s partly why Xiong Bingqi, an education professor at 
Shanghai Jiaotong University, calls it “black technology.” 

“The cameras have a very bad influence on students’ development,” he said. “The cameras just shouldn’t 
be used any longer. 

“It was a bad idea from the beginning,” Xiong added. “What they did was take advantage of students. New 
technology shouldn’t be an excuse to do this kind of thing.” 

don.lee@latimes.com 

Follow me at @dleelatimes 

 


