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William Wilberforce | Worksheet

Directions: Circle the correct answer.

1. William Wilberforce was concerned by many injustices in his country, including child
labor, poverty, and indentured servitude. But what saddened him the most was _________.

a. violence against animals
b. unfair pay for city workers
c. the Atlantic Slave Trade

2. Even though Africa was so far from the West, the slave trade was possible because of
_________.

a. air travel
b. fast ships and many colonies
c. an agreement with the African government

3. The long journey of enslaved Africans from Africa to the Americas was called the
_________.

a. Central Journey
b. English Channel
c. Middle Passage

4. William Wilberforce once told everyone in Parliament: “You may_________, but you can
never say again that you did not know.”

a. say you don’t like injustice
b. choose to look the other way
c. justify slavery

5. _________, who was once the captain of a slave ship, wrote a shocking pamphlet on the
slave trade. He encouraged Wilberforce to stay in politics and fight for reform.

a. William Marshall
b. John Brown
c. Winston Churchill

6. William Wilberforce fought to end slavery in the British Parliament for _________.
a. two weeks
b. 15 years
c. 18 years
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Directions: Answer the following questions using complete sentences.

7. What kind of treatment did William Wilberforce endure as he tried to end slavery?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

8. Explain why some parliamentarians voted to keep the slave trade.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

9. William Wilberforce was persistent in his conviction to end slavery. Think of a problem
you see in the world and write it in the first box. Then, fill the larger box with words
and/or drawings that show ways you can persistently work toward positive change.

How I could contribute to ending ________________________________________________ :



William Wilberforce | Answer Key

Directions: Circle the correct answer.

1. William Wilberforce was concerned by many injustices, including child labor, poverty, and
indentured servitude. But what saddened him the most was _________.

a. violence against animals
b. unfair pay for city workers
c. the Atlantic Slave Trade

2. Even though Africa was so far from the West, the slave trade was possible because of
_________.

a. air travel
b. fast ships and many colonies
c. an agreement with the African government

3. The long, forced journey of enslaved Africans from Africa to the Americas was called the
_________.

a. Central Journey
b. English Channel
c. Middle Passage

4. William Wilberforce once told everyone in Parliament: “You may_________, but you can
never say again that you did not know.”

a. say you don’t like injustice
b. choose to look the other way
c. justify slavery

5. _________, who was once the captain of a slave ship, wrote a shocking pamphlet on the
slave trade. He encouraged Wilberforce to stay in politics and fight for reform.

a. William Marshall
b. John Brown
c. Winston Churchill

6. William Wilberforce fought to end slavery in the British Parliament for _________.
a. two weeks
b. 15 years
c. 18 years



Directions: Answer the following questions using complete sentences.

7. What kind of treatment did William Wilberforce endure as he tried to end slavery?
Sample answer: Wilberforce was supported by some, but his ideas were delayed,
outvoted, or outmaneuvered in Parliament for years. Some people even called him a
bloodthirsty radical.

8. Explain why some parliamentarians voted to keep the slave trade.
Sample answer: Slavery is ancient. It has been a part of every society throughout history.
Also, many profited from slavery, and they knew that if it were banned, they would lose
money.

9. William Wilberforce was persistent in his conviction to end slavery. Think of a problem
you see in the world and write it in the first box. Then, fill the larger box with words
and/or drawings that show ways you can persistently work toward positive change.
Answers will vary.


