
The

judicial branch

The ability federal and state courts have 
to determine if a law or action by the 

government is constitutional is known 
as judicial review.

All Supreme Court justices 

are appointed by the 

president and must be 

confirmed by a simple 

majority in the senate.

Supreme 

Court justices 

are appointed 

for life.

When people disagree 

about whether a law or 

government action is 

constitutional, the job 

of the judicial branch 

is to resolve the issue 

by interpreting the 

Constitution.

The highest ranking judge 
of the Supreme Court is 

the Chief justice.If the plaintiff, also known as the party who initiates a lawsuit, isn’t satisfied with a verdict they can appeal to a higher court.

The judicial 

branch of the 

U.S. government 

comprises district 

courts, circuit courts, 

and the highest 

court in the nation, 

the  Supreme 
Court.

The Supreme Court has “original jurisdiction”, which is 
the right to be the first to hear 
a case. It has this jurisdiction for cases involving  2 or more states.
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