
STUDY GUIDE

KEY TERMS:

NOTE-TAKING COLUMN: Complete this section during the 
video. Include definitions and key terms.

CUE COLUMN: Complete this section 
after the video.

How does ‘Pravda’ translate from Russian to English?

Which CNN producer acknowledged that they did not have any 
evidence to actually link the Trump campaign to a Russian 
government plot to rig the 2016 election? 

What is Nick Dudich’s title at the New York Times?

In what ways does the modern major 
press in the U.S. relate to Pravda? 

What did Project Veritas reveal about 
journalism in the U.S.?

AMERICAN MEDIA,
SOVIET TACTICS

Communist    			  information     		  truth
biased           			   objective         		  political 
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•	 At the beginning of the video, Mr. O’Keefe reminds us that, “The Communist government 
of the former Soviet Union thought that by controlling access to information they could 
keep their citizens in line.” What do you think Mr. O’Keefe means by the phrase ‘keep their 
citizens in line?’ Why do you think that the Communists wanted to ‘keep their citizens in 
line?’ What relationship do you think the Communists saw between information and control? 
Do you think that any regime can control its denizens through control of information? Why or 
why not?

•	 Later in the video, Mr. O’Keefe points out that, “This [truth that the mainstream media 
is sharply slanted to the left] should deeply concern people on both sides of the political 
divide. To make informed decisions, a free society needs a press it can trust, not one that is 
hopelessly biased.” Why is having a press that it can trust so critical to a society being able 
to truly be free? Do you agree that mainstream media in the U.S. is ‘hopelessly biased?’ Why 
or why not?

•	 Sharing an example of that sharp slant to the left in the media, Mr. O’Keefe notes that, “…
Dudich, who worked on both the Obama and Hillary Clinton campaigns, told our reporter, 
he hoped to use his position to make the president’s life as difficult as possible. ‘I will 
be objective,’ he told our reporter with undisguised sarcasm before revealing his true 
intentions. ‘No, I’m not. That’s why I’m here.’ Dudich told us, he returned to journalism 
precisely in order to remain politically active.”  Do you think that journalists should use 
their jobs as a platform for political activism? If so, why, and do you then also believe that 
anyone should be able to use any job as a political platform? If not, why not- what might the 
short-and-long term consequences be? Who do you think journalists should serve with their 
reporting? Explain. 

•	 Mr. O’Keefe answers this last question by stating, “Real journalists want to pursue the truth. 
Then they let the citizens use that truth to build a better society. When journalists shape 
news to fit their vision of a better society, they’re not doing their job.” Do you agree with Mr. 
O’Keefe’s point? Why or why not? Why is the distinction between information and opinion so 
important, in terms of journalism and in terms of purveying truth?

•	 At the end of the video, Mr. O’Keefe concludes that, “Perhaps this [blending of story-
writing and political activism] wouldn’t be so bad, if the major media would just admit their 
political motives. But they don’t. On behalf of their own narrow agenda, they lie, distort 
and exaggerate. And they expect us to call it Pravda. But, with each passing day, fewer and 
fewer Americans are willing to do so.” Why do you think that major media feels compelled 
to attempt disguise for their sharply Left-biased political activism? What do you think Mr. 
O’Keefe means by his last statement? Explain. 

DISCUSSION & REVIEW QUESTIONS:
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CASE STUDY: Dan Rather

INSTRUCTIONS: Read the articles “Dan Rather to Step Down as CBS Anchor” and “Dan 
Rather Lectures Media On ‘Lying.’ Yes, Really,” then answer the questions that follow. 
  

•	 Who is Dan Rather? What did he do to get fired from CBS? What have Mr. Rather’s 
critics accused him of? What did Rep. Shuster say about Mr. Rather? What was Mr. 
Rather’s reaction to Mr. Baker’s admonishment to the press about using the work 
‘lie’ when referring to President Trump? What did Mr. Baker say about objective 
news reporting? What was Mr. Rather’s defense of the story he aired about 
President Bush’s National Guard service?

•	 Why do you think that Mr. Rather risked his career by reporting fake news? Do you 
think that Mr. Rather should have been fired for reporting fake news about the 
president at the time? Why or why not? Do you think that a liberal bias has directed 
Mr. Rather’s reporting? Why or why not? Do you think that Mr. Rather can be trusted 
to report the truth? Explain. What did Mr. Rather’s getting caught reporting fake 
news reveal about mainstream journalism in the U.S.? Would you consider Mr. 
Rather a political activist? Explain. Do you think that Dan Rather is a solid example 
of the points Mr. O’Keefe made in the video? Why or why not?

•	 In the video, Mr. O’Keefe observes that, “Ironically, unlike most citizens in the Soviet 
Union, citizens in 21st-century America are fooled by their news media. We think 
we’re getting the real story from our major media, but we’re not.” Why do you think 
that so many Americans are being fooled into believing the lies and deceptions of 
the major new media? What do you think Americans can do to get to the truth of a 
story if the media will not report it? Do you think that journalism will ever return to 
actually being objective and truthful? Why or why not?

EXTEND THE LEARNING:



QUIZ

1.    The communist government of the former Soviet Union thought that by controlling 
________________, they could keep their citizens in line.

	 a. the food supply
	 b. banks
	 c. access to information
	 d. minimum wage laws

2.    New York Times’s audience strategy editor Nick Dudich told an undercover reporter he 
returned to journalism precisely in order to _____________________. 

	 a. research the Trump/Russia collusion story
	 b. report right-leaning stories
	 c. remain politically active 
	 d. highlight immigrant injustice

3.    Real journalists want to pursue the truth.

	 a. True
	 b. False

4.    To make informed decisions, a free society needs a press ______________.

	 a. to promote leftist agendas
	 b. to promote right wing agendas
	 c. it can manipulate
	 d. it can trust

5.   On behalf of the major media’s own narrow agenda, they ________.

	 a. lie
	 b. distort
	 c. exaggerate
	 d. All of the above.
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QUIZ - ANSWER KEY

1.    The communist government of the former Soviet Union thought that by controlling 
________________, they could keep their citizens in line.

	 a. the food supply
	 b. banks
	 c. access to information
	 d. minimum wage laws

2.    New York Times’s audience strategy editor Nick Dudich told an undercover reporter he 
returned to journalism precisely in order to _____________________. 

	 a. research the Trump/Russia collusion story
	 b. report right-leaning stories
	 c. remain politically active 
	 d. highlight immigrant injustice

3.    Real journalists want to pursue the truth.

	 a. True
	 b. False

4.    To make informed decisions, a free society needs a press ______________.

	 a. to promote leftist agendas
	 b. to promote right wing agendas
	 c. it can manipulate
	 d. it can trust

5.   On behalf of the major media’s own narrow agenda, they ________.

	 a. lie
	 b. distort
	 c. exaggerate
	 d. All of the above.
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Dan Rather to Step Down as CBS Anchor 
Published November 24, 2004  

NEW YORK –  Veteran newsman Dan Rather announced Tuesday that he would step down as anchor of 
"CBS Evening News" in March, the 24th anniversary of his taking over the job from Walter Cronkite. 

The move comes just months after Rather, 73, was taken to task for going to air with a controversial "60 
Minutes II" story that questioned President Bush's service in the National Guard, a piece that turned out to 
be based on allegedly forged documents. 

Rather said he would continue to work for CBS News as a correspondent for both editions of "60 Minutes." 

"I have always been and remain a 'hard news' investigative reporter at heart," he said. "I now look forward 
to pouring my heart into that kind of reporting full time." 

Rather spoke to his viewers about his exit midway through his evening newscast Tuesday. 

"It has been, and remains, an honor to be welcomed into your homes in the evening and I thank you for the 
trust you have given me," he said. 

Rather made no mention of the National Guard story in announcing the change, saying he had agreed with 
CBS executives last summer that the right time to leave would be after the Nov. 2 election. 

"I think he's probably ready to do it. It's a good thing to do. He's about 15 years after [Walter] Cronkite 
stepped down ... so he's had a good run and it's been great," CBS colleague Andy Rooney told reporters. 

David Blum, author of this year's "Tick... Tick... Tick...: The Long Life & Turbulent Times of '60 
Minutes,'" told FOX News that CBS had wanted Rather to step out of the anchor chair for some time. 

"CBS always wanted, at least in recent years, to move Rather out, bring in a successor and shore up the 
ratings. They've been in the third position for a while now. Nothing really happened that wasn't 
anticipated," he said. 

John Roberts and Scott Pelley are frequently mentioned as in-house candidates to succeed him, but CBS 
News — a distant third in evening news ratings behind NBC and ABC — also will look elsewhere, though 
the network hasn't indicated any preference for a replacement. 

Network executives praised Rather following the announcement Tuesday. 

"He has been an eyewitness to the most important events for more than 40 years and played a crucial role in 
keeping the American public informed about those events and their larger significance," CBS Chairman 
Leslie Moonves said. 



CBS thought it had an important scoop with the National Guard story this past September, reporting that 
President Bush had received preferential treatment to get into the guard and stay in the United States during 
the Vietnam War, and had failed to satisfy the requirements of his service. 

But critics immediately questioned the story, saying a document purportedly written by Bush's late 
squadron leader appeared to be a fake. Rather apologized before CBS appointed the investigative panel. 

"We made a mistake in judgment," Rather said, "and for that I am sorry." 

A report on what went wrong with the National Guard story, from a two-man independent investigative 
panel, is due imminently. Rather reported the story and initially defended it when it was criticized. 

Rather's announcement came eight days before his NBC rival, Tom Brokaw was scheduled to step down 
as "NBC Nightly News" anchor and be replaced by Brian Williams. 

The triumvirate of Rather, Brokaw and ABC's Peter Jennings has ruled network news for more than two 
decades. Rather dominated ratings after taking over for Cronkite in 1981, but he was eclipsed first by 
Jennings and then by Brokaw. His evening news broadcast generally runs a distant third in the ratings each 
week. 

Rather told The Associated Press that the guard story had nothing to do with his announcement. 

"Everybody will have their own thoughts about this, but ... this was a separate decision apart from that," he 
said in an interview. 

Discussions with CBS management about when he would leave began in 1999, were shelved after the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks and then renewed last summer, Rather said. He said he and Moonves agreed his 
departure would be sometime early next year and Rather settled on March 9 — the 24th anniversary of 
when he succeeded Cronkite. 

CBS News and Rather were undoubtedly weighing whether timing the announcement before or after the 
investigative panel's release would be better, said Ken Auletta, media columnist for The New Yorker 
magazine. 

"I'm sure one of the things that Rather was doing here was thinking about his legacy," Auletta said. "It must 
be frustrating for a guy like this who has spent 24 years doing this and building up his career to be tainted 
by an event that he didn't have control over." 

Rather, whose Texas roots were evident in his folksy aphorisms, joined CBS News in 1962 and covered 
President Kennedy's assassination in Dallas a year later. He became a White House reporter in the Nixon 
administration and his combative style was captured in a memorable moment when Nixon, at a news 
conference, grumbled to him: "Are you running for something?" 

"No, sir, Mr. President," Rather shot back. "Are you?" 

Together with Jennings and Brokaw, Rather's continuous coverage in the wake of Sept. 11 drew praise for 
helping a nation come to grips with an unimaginable tragedy. He scored several scoops, including 
anchoring the CBS report that offered the first pictures from the Abu Ghraib prison scandal earlier this 
year. 

But his career was also dogged by incidents that attested to a tightly wound persona. In 1987, he walked off 
the evening news set in anger after CBS delayed the broadcast for a tennis match, leaving the network with 



dead air for six minutes. Four months later, then-Vice President George H.W. Bush, angered by a line of 
questioning from Rather, asked if he'd like to have his career judged by the walk-off. 

Rather also said he was once accosted on a New York street by a strange man who beat him, asking, 
"Kenneth, what is the frequency." It became an odd cultural touchstone; the rock band R.E.M. wrote a song 
about it. 

"He's apt to be haunted by the bizarre things that happened to him, the mugging and everything," said Bob 
Lee, president of WDBJ-TV in Roanoke, Virginia, and head of CBS's affiliate board. "But he has always 
been a vigorous competitor and a guy who cared an awful lot about the evening news broadcast. I wish he 
were going out on top." 

Brokaw said that he was "pleased for Dan that he's come to a conclusion about his own life, as I have in my 
case." 

"Dan and I have known each other competitively and personally for a long, long time," Brokaw said. 
"Occasionally on the competitive side, it would be tiny bumps in the road, but when you think of all that 
we've been through, we have a pretty strong relationship. So I wish him well." 

ABC News said Jennings was traveling and could not immediately be reached for comment. 

About his successor, Rather said, "I hope it'll be somebody from the inside. But whoever it is will have my 
complete, unadulterated support and encouragement. Probably the best way I can help is to stay out of the 
way." 

The transition is likely to raise renewed questions about the long-term viability of evening news broadcasts, 
which have been suffering from declining ratings for years in a world of instant Internet and cable news. 

Rather has long been a target of critics who accused him of a liberal bias, and there's even a Web site 
devoted to that notion. The National Guard story sent those critics into overdrive. Rather's announcement 
Tuesday led one Republican congressman from Pennsylvania to issue a statement saying, in effect, good 
riddance. 

"Dan Rather has been a legend in media for more than a quarter-century to many people around the world, 
but not to me," Rep. Bill Shuster said. "For the entirety of his career, Rather has allowed his liberal bias to 
shape the news rather than report it." 

But while the guard incident has clearly hurt Rather in his final months on the job, CBS News President 
Andrew Heyward said he hoped viewers would understand the longstanding newsman's place in broadcast 
history. 

"He's covered every story on a national basis since the Kennedy assassination, and anybody who's looked at 
his legacy in a fair manner is going to see the larger context," Heyward said. 

Alex Jones, director of Harvard University's Shorenstein Center on Press, Politics and Public Policy, 
agreed. 

"I think Dan Rather has been the embodiment of the indefatigable and high-powered broadcast journalist," 
Jones said. "I respect him highly." 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Dan Rather Lectures Media On 'Lying.' 
Yes, Really. 

 
By Aaron Bandler  
January 3, 2017  

Former CBS News anchor Dan Rather, the man who epitomizes fake news, seriously lectured the media on 
calling out lies. 

Rather was irked by Wall Street Journal editor-in-chief Gerard Baker saying on NBC's Meet The Press that 
journalists should use the word "lie" with caution when it comes to vetting President-elect Donald Trump's 
statements. 

"'Lie' implies much more than just saying something that's false," Baker said. "It implies a deliberate intent 
to mislead." 

Baker went on to say that objective news reporting is based on allowing readers to come to their own 
conclusions after reporting on Trump's statements rather than "ascribing a moral intent, as it were, to 
someone by saying that they’ve lied." 

Rather ranted about Baker's statements in a Facebook post. 

"A lie, is a lie, is a lie," Rather wrote. "Journalism, as I was taught it, is a process of getting as close to 
some valid version of the truth as is humanly possible. And one of my definitions of news is information 
that the powerful don't want you to know." 

Rather then deemed Baker's stance on lying as "deeply disturbing." 

"It is not the proper role of journalists to meet lies—especially from someone of Mr. Trump's stature and 
power—by hiding behind semantics and euphemisms," Rather wrote. "Our role is to call it as we see it, 
based on solid reporting. When something is, in fact, a demonstrable lie, it is our responsibility to say so." 



Rather added that he has "deep respect" for the Wall Street Journal, but that the media as a whole needs to 
present the truth and nothing but the truth since the public is being confronted by truth "that resemble 
something spewed out by a fertilizer-spreader in a wind tunnel." 

"Some journalists and publications will rise to the occasion," Rather concluded. "Some will not. You as the 
paying, subscribing public, can use your leverage and pocketbooks to keep those who should be honest 
brokers of information, well, honest." 

For Rather to be giving a lecture on lying is truly an example of delusional irony. Rather was fired from 
CBS in 2004 for falsely reporting that "that President George W. Bush avoided serving in Vietnam during 
his time at the Texas National Guard and was given preferential treatment because his father, George H.W. 
Bush, was a congressman." The report was based on documents that were obviously forged, and Rather's 
lame defense was that the story was "fake, but accurate." To this day, Rather still maintains this defense, 
despite the fact that there has been no evidence to substantiate it. 

Rather is the last person to be giving lectures on lying. 

 
 


