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Comprehension and Multiple Choice
(This section’s questions correspond to the Guess or Mess episode. Play along!)
Circle the best answer or write the response on the line for each of the following questions.

1. Early in his career, John Tyler was a member of the Democratic Party. What led him to
leave and join the Whig Party?

a. He disliked the Democratic Party’s donkey mascot.
b. He wanted to wear a wig.
c. He disliked Democratic President Andrew Jackson.

2. Before becoming vice president, Tyler held several political roles, including
congressman, senator, and governor. Under which president did he serve as vice
president?

_______________________________

3. John Tyler holds the record for the most children fathered by a U.S. president. How many
children did he have?

_______________________________

4. John Tyler was the first president to achieve what historic milestone?
a. Fly on Air Force One.
b. Deliver a State of the Union address.
c. Take office upon the death of his predecessor.

5. When Tyler became president, an important precedent was established. What did this
precedent determine happens when a president dies in office?

a. The secretary of state becomes the new president.
b. A new election is held.
c. The vice president assumes the role of president.

6. Why did President Tyler lose the support of the Whig Party?
a. He refused to wear a wig.
b. He vetoed bills the Whigs supported.
c. He wanted to expand slavery.

7. Which state did Tyler work diligently to annex to the Union during his presidency?
a. Texas
b. New Mexico
c. Arizona



8. During the Civil War, which side did Tyler support?
a. Union
b. Confederate
c. Neither
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1. In what year was the U.S. Constitution written?
a. 1776
b. 1783
c. 1787

2. Before the Revolutionary War, American colonists used a rallying cry against the British
government. What was it?

_______________________________



John Tyler Answer Key

1. Early in his career, John Tyler was a member of the Democratic Party. What led him to
leave and join the Whig Party?

a. He disliked the Democratic Party’s donkey mascot.
b. He wanted to wear a wig.
c. He disliked Democratic President Andrew Jackson.

2. Before becoming vice president, Tyler held several political roles, including
congressman, senator, and governor. Under which president did he serve as vice
president?

William Henry Harrison

3. John Tyler holds the record for the most children fathered by a U.S. president. How many
children did he have?

15 children

4. John Tyler was the first president to achieve what historic milestone?
a. Fly on Air Force One.
b. Deliver a State of the Union address.
c. Take office upon the death of his predecessor.

5. When Tyler became president, an important precedent was established. What did this
precedent determine happens when a president dies in office?

a. The secretary of state becomes the new president.
b. A new election is held.
c. The vice president assumes the role of president.

6. Why did President Tyler lose the support of the Whig Party?
a. He refused to wear a wig.
b. He vetoed bills the Whigs supported.
c. He wanted to expand slavery.

7. Which state did Tyler work diligently to annex to the Union during his presidency?
a. Texas
b. New Mexico
c. Arizona



8. During the Civil War, which side did Tyler support?
a. Union
b. Confederate
c. Neither
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1. In what year was the U.S. Constitution written?
a. 1776
b. 1783
c. 1787

2. Before the Revolutionary War, American colonists used a rallying cry against the British
government. What was it?

“No taxation without representation.”


