
The Declaration of

Independence

Cited grievances against  
    

of Great Britain

Originally drafted  by 
     
who became the 3rd President

Adopted by the 
Continental Congress on 

    

The introductory section of the 
Declaration includes the  

   , which stated that

Power is derived from the
     

The first person to sign
the declaration was 

    Declared that all persons 
are created    

Cited three inalienable rights:
  ,    and the 
     

 Adopted on     , the Declaration of Independence was the founding document of the United 
States of America that established what a government’s role should be, explained how King George III’s rule 

did not measure up to that standard, and officially declared the nation independent from Great Britain.
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The Declaration of

Independence

Cited grievances against 
King George III

of Great Britain

Originally drafted  by 
Thomas Jefferson 

who became the 3rd President

Adopted by the 
Continental Congress on 

July 4th, 1776

The introductory section of 
the Declaration includes the 

PREAMBLE, which stated that

Power is derived from the
Consent of the governed

The first person to sign
the declaration was
John Hancock Declared that all persons 

are created equal

Cited three inalienable rights:
life, liberty and the  
pursuit of happiness

 Adopted on July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was the founding document of the United States 
of America that established what a government’s role should be, explained how King George III’s rule did not 

measure up to that standard, and officially declared the nation independent from Great Britain.


