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Comprehension and Multiple Choice
(This section’s questions correspond to the Guess or Mess episode. Play along!)
Circle the best answer or write the response on the line for each of the following questions.

1. What does the “S” stand for in Harry S. Truman?
a. Samuel
b. Solomon
c. Nothing! It’s just “s.”
d. Steven

2. As a boy, why couldn’t Harry Truman play sports?
a. He had terrible eyesight.
b. His parents did not like sports.
c. Truman did not like sports.
d. His school did not offer sports.

3. Even though he graduated high school and loved reading, why didn’t Harry Truman
attend college?

a. He did not want to go to college.
b. His family was very poor.
c. There was not a college near him.
d. His parents did not want him to move away.

4. In which war did Harry Truman serve as a captain?
a. World War I
b. World War II
c. The Korean War
d. He did not serve in a war

5. Before becoming a politician, what type of small business did Harry Truman own and
operate? (Hint: It starts with an “H”)

_______________________________

6. What did President Truman permit to do during World War II that caused Japan to
surrender and end the war?

______________________________________________________________________________________



7. During the years of the Cold War, President Truman sent American troops to stop
communism from completely taking over which Asian country?

a. Japan
b. China

c. Korea
d. Vietnam

8. Former Prime Minister of Great Britain, Winston Churchill, believed Harry Truman saved
what?

a. The environment
b. Western civilization
c. Japan
d. Korea
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1. Our American flag has 50 stars that represent our 50 states. What do the red & white
stripes on our flag represent?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Five Great Lakes are on or near the northern border between the United States and
Canada. Name three of them.

_______________________________________________________________________________________



Harry Truman | Answer Key

1. What does the “S” stand for in Harry S. Truman?
a. Samuel
b. Solomon
c. Nothing! It’s just “s.”
d. Steven

2. As a boy, why couldn’t Harry Truman play sports?
a. He had terrible eyesight.
b. His parents did not like sports.
c. Truman did not like sports.
d. His school did not offer sports.

3. Even though he graduated high school and loved reading, why didn’t Harry Truman
attend college?

a. He did not want to go to college.
b. His family was very poor.
c. There was not a college near him.
d. His parents did not want him to move away.

4. In which war did Harry Truman serve as a captain?
a. World War I
b. World War II
c. The Korean War
d. He did not serve in a war

5. Before becoming a politician, what type of small business did Harry Truman own and
operate? (Hint: It starts with an “H”)
Haberdashery

6. What did President Truman permit to do during World War II that caused Japan to
surrender and end the war?
Drop two atomic bombs on Japan.

7. During the years of the Cold War, President Truman sent American troops to stop
communism from completely taking over which Asian country?

a. Japan
b. China
c. Korea
d. Vietnam



8. Former Prime Minister of Great Britain, Winston Churchill, believed Harry Truman saved
what?

a. The environment
b. Western civilization
c. Japan
d. Korea
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1. Our American flag has 50 stars that represent our 50 states. What do the red & white
stripes on our flag represent?
The original 13 colonies

2. Five Great Lakes are on or near the northern border between the United States and
Canada. Name three of them.
Lake Superior, Lake Erie, Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, Lake Ontario


