
Guess or Mess | Grades 3-5

Martin Van Buren | Worksheet

Scan to watch episode:



Comprehension and Multiple Choice
(This section’s questions correspond to the Guess or Mess episode. Play along!)
Circle the best answer or write the response on the line for each of the following questions.

1. As a supporter of Thomas Jefferson, Martin Van Buren strongly believed in the rights of
what?

a. Animals
b. States
c. Kings

2. As Van Buren got more involved in politics, what did he become very effective at
organizing?

a. Political machines
b. Debates
c. Birthday parties

3. Which president did Van Buren work closely with and serve under as vice president?

_______________________________

4. Which political party did Van Buren and President Andrew Jackson organize?
a. Whig Party
b. Tea Party
c. Democratic Party

5. Van Buren and Jackson started a system to appoint their supporters to government
positions. What was the name of this system?

a. Spoils system
b. Buddy system
c. Party system

6. Van Buren had many nicknames based on his location, skills, and even failures. Name
one of his nicknames.

_______________________________

7. What major economic event happened during Van Buren’s presidency?
a. Great Oil Shock
b. Great Depression
c. Panic of 1837



8. What financial system did Van Buren help create in response to the Panic of 1837?
a. Federal Reserve
b. Department of Commerce
c. Independent Treasury

Patriot Pop Quiz | Bonus Points!

1. What island near New York City had the busiest immigration station in the United States
during the early 20th century?

a. Liberty Island
b. Long Island
c. Ellis Island

2. Who is the only president to serve more than two terms?

_______________________________



Martin Van Buren | Answer Key

1. As a supporter of Thomas Jefferson, Martin Van Buren strongly believed in the rights of
what?

a. Animals
b. States
c. Kings

2. As Van Buren got more involved in politics, what did he become very effective at
organizing?

a. Political machines
b. Debates
c. Birthday parties

3. Which president did Van Buren work closely with and serve under as vice president?
Andrew Jackson

4. Which political party did Van Buren and President Andrew Jackson organize?
a. Whig Party
b. Tea Party
c. Democratic Party

5. Van Buren and Jackson started a system to appoint their supporters to government
positions. What was the name of this system?

a. Spoils system
b. Buddy system
c. Party system

6. Van Buren had many nicknames based on his location, skills, and even failures. Name
one of his nicknames.
“Little Magician,” “Sly Fox,” “Old Kinderhook,” “OK,” or “Martin Van Ruin”

7. What major economic event happened during Van Buren’s presidency?
a. Great Oil Shock
b. Great Depression
c. Panic of 1837

8. What financial system did Van Buren help create in response to the Panic of 1837?
a. Federal Reserve
b. Department of Commerce
c. Independent Treasury
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1. What island near New York City had the busiest immigration station in the United States
during the early 20th century?

a. Liberty Island
b. Long Island
c. Ellis Island

2. Who is the only president to serve more than two terms?
Franklin D. Roosevelt


