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Comprehension and Multiple Choice 
(This section’s questions correspond to the Guess or Mess episode. Play along!) 
Circle the best answer or write the response on the line for each of the following questions.  
 

1.​ Ronald Reagan’s path to the White House differed from most presidents. What job did 
he have before entering politics? 

a.​ Circus performer 
b.​ Professional athlete 
c.​ Hollywood actor  

 
2.​ Reagan was such a great public speaker that he was nicknamed ______. 

a.​ The Eloquent Communicator 
b.​ The Great Communicator 
c.​ The Great Orator 

 
3.​ Before he was elected president, Reagan served as the governor of which state?  

 
_______________________________ 
 

4.​ President Reagan impressed the American people during his first year in office by 
surviving an attempted ______. 

a.​ Robbery  
b.​ Assassination  
c.​ Impeachment  

 
5.​ When Reagan became president, the economy was in bad shape. What did he do to 

boost the economy? 
a.​ Lowered taxes for the American people 
b.​ Increased the size of the government 
c.​ Started a war with the Soviet Union 

 
6.​ What did Reagan famously challenge Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to tear down? 

 
_______________________________ 

 
7.​ In 1987, Reagan signed the INF Treaty. What did this agreement do? 

a.​ Increased nuclear weapons 
b.​ Ended the Vietnam War 
c.​ Destroyed nuclear weapons 

 
 



 

8.​ Democratic Senator Ted Kennedy disagreed with Reagan on many issues but admitted 
that Reagan was “the President who won the ______.” 

a.​ Space Race 
b.​ Cold War 
c.​ War on Drugs 

 
 
Patriot Pop Quiz | Bonus Points! 
 

1.​ The U.S. Department of Defense headquarters is located in which geometrically-shaped 
building? 

a.​ The Rhombus 
b.​ The Pentagon 
c.​ The Octagon 

 
2.​ The president leads the executive branch of the U.S. federal government. What is the 

title of the person who leads the executive branch of state governments? 
 
_______________________________ 

 
 

 



 

Ronald Reagan | Answer Key 
 

1.​ Ronald Reagan’s path to the White House differed from most presidents. What job did 
he have before entering politics? 

a.​ Circus performer 
b.​ Professional athlete 
c.​ Hollywood actor  

 
2.​ Reagan was such a great public speaker that he was nicknamed ____. 

a.​ The Eloquent Communicator 
b.​ The Great Communicator 
c.​ The Great Orator 

 
3.​ Before he was elected president, Reagan served as the governor of which state?  

California 
 

4.​ President Reagan impressed the American people during his first year in office by 
surviving an attempted ______. 

a.​ Robbery  
b.​ Assassination  
c.​ Impeachment  

 
5.​ When Reagan became president, the economy was in bad shape. What did he do to 

boost the economy? 
a.​ Lowered taxes for the American people 
b.​ Increased the size of the government 
c.​ Started a war with the Soviet Union 

 
6.​ What did Reagan famously challenge Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to tear down? 

The Berlin Wall 
 

7.​ In 1987, Reagan signed the INF Treaty. What did this agreement do? 
a.​ Increased nuclear weapons 
b.​ Ended the Vietnam War 
c.​ Destroyed nuclear weapons 

 
8.​ Democratic Senator Ted Kennedy disagreed with Reagan on many issues but admitted 

that Reagan was “the President who won the _____.” 
a.​ Space Race 
b.​ Cold War 
c.​ War on Drugs 

 



 

 
Patriot Pop Quiz | Bonus Points! 
 

1.​ The U.S. Department of Defense headquarters is located in which geometrically-shaped 
building? 

a.​ The Rhombus 
b.​ The Pentagon 
c.​ The Octagon 

 
2.​ The president leads the executive branch of the U.S. federal government. What is the 

title of the person who leads the executive branch of state governments? 
The Governor 
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