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Comprehension and Multiple Choice
(This section’s questions correspond to the Guess or Mess episode. Play along!)
Circle the best answer or write the response on the line for each of the following questions.

1. Even though he was a bit of a troublemaker, young James Buchanan was a smart
student who grew up to be the first president from which state?

_______________________________

2. When Buchanan was in Congress, which congressional committee did he NOT serve on
as chairman?

a. House Judiciary Committee
b. Senate Intelligence Committee
c. Senate Foreign Relations Committee

3. Buchanan was the only president who never ____________.
a. Traveled to France
b. Rode a horse
c. Got married

4. Before his presidency, Buchanan was an American diplomat for several years. In which
country did Buchanan NOT serve?

a. Russia
b. United Kingdom
c. France

5. So far, Buchanan is the last person to hold which position before becoming president?
a. Secretary of State
b. Governor of Pennsylvania
c. Supreme Court Chief Justice

6. Which controversial Supreme Court case decision did Buchanan support during his
presidency?

_______________________________

7. What did the Southern states do near the end of Buchanan's presidency?
a. Seceded from the Union
b. Abolished slavery
c. Declared war on Mexico



8. Which war began shortly after Buchanan’s presidency?
a. War of 1812
b. Civil War
c. Spanish-American War

Patriot Pop Quiz | Bonus Points!

1. What is the capital of New York State?
a. Albany
b. Buffalo
c. New York City

2. Which former president’s face is on the nickel?

_______________________________



James Buchanan | Answer Key

1. Even though he was a bit of a troublemaker, young James Buchanan was a smart
student who grew up to be the first president from which state?
Pennsylvania

2. When Buchanan was in Congress, which congressional committee did he NOT serve on
as chairman?

a. House Judiciary Committee
b. Senate Intelligence Committee
c. Senate Foreign Relations Committee

3. Buchanan was the only president who never ____________.
a. Traveled to France
b. Rode a horse
c. Got married

4. Before his presidency, Buchanan was an American diplomat for several years. In which
country did Buchanan NOT serve?

a. Russia
b. United Kingdom
c. France

5. So far, Buchanan is the last person to hold which position before becoming president?
a. Secretary of State
b. Governor of Pennsylvania
c. Supreme Court Chief Justice

6. Which controversial Supreme Court case decision did Buchanan support during his
presidency?
Dred Scott decision

7. What did the Southern states do near the end of Buchanan's presidency?
a. Seceded from the Union
b. Abolished slavery
c. Declared war on Mexico



8. Which war began shortly after Buchanan’s presidency?
a. War of 1812
b. Civil War
c. Spanish-American War

Patriot Pop Quiz | Bonus Points!

1. What is the capital of New York State?
a. Albany
b. Buffalo
c. New York City

2. Which former president’s face is on the nickel?
Thomas Jefferson




