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Comprehension and Multiple Choice
(This section’s questions correspond to the Guess or Mess episode. Play along!)
Circle the best answer or write the response on the line for each of the following questions.

1. Franklin Pierce came from a prominent family and seemed to get along with everyone.
His good looks earned him what nickname?

a. Studly Frank
b. Handsome Frank
c. Gorgeous Frank

2. Pierce was a lifelong friend of which famous author?

_______________________________

3. In which war did President James Polk commission Pierce to serve as a brigadier
general?

_______________________________

4. Pierce was a Northerner but was close to many Southern politicians. What 19th-century
movement did Pierce strongly oppose?

a. Impressionist movement
b. Transcendental movement
c. Abolition movement

5. What tragedy did Pierce and his wife Jane suffer just before he became president?
a. Her father died.
b. His cousin died.
c. Their son Benjamin died.

6. What made Franklin Pierce’s inaugural address different from other presidents?
a. He delivered it from memory.
b. He performed it as an interpretive dance.
c. He delivered it in French.

7. As president, which law did Pierce sign that let people in the territories decide if slavery
should be allowed there?

a. Kansas-Nebraska Act
b. Alien and Sedition Acts
c. Iowa-Missouri Act



8. During Pierce’s presidency, violence broke out in Kansas between supporters and
opposers of slavery. What was this situation called?

a. Crying Kansas
b. Weeping Kansas
c. Bleeding Kansas

Patriot Pop Quiz | Bonus Points!

1. Who is the only president to have a state named after him?
a. George Washington
b. Abraham Lincoln
c. Calvin Coolidge

2. How many U.S. senators does each state have?

_______________________________



Franklin Pierce | Answer Key

1. Franklin Pierce came from a prominent family and seemed to get along with everyone.
His good looks earned him what nickname?

a. Studly Frank
b. Handsome Frank
c. Gorgeous Frank

2. Pierce was a lifelong friend of which famous author?
Nathaniel Hawthorne

3. In which war did President James Polk commission Pierce to serve as a brigadier
general?
Mexican-American War

4. Pierce was a Northerner but was close to many Southern politicians. What 19th-century
movement did Pierce strongly oppose?

a. Impressionist movement
b. Transcendental movement
c. Abolition movement

5. What tragedy did Pierce and his wife Jane suffer just before he became president?
a. Her father died.
b. His cousin died.
c. Their son Benjamin died.

6. What made Franklin Pierce’s inaugural address different from other presidents?
a. He delivered it from memory.
b. He performed it as an interpretive dance.
c. He delivered it in French.

7. As president, which law did Pierce sign that let people in the territories decide if slavery
should be allowed there?

a. Kansas-Nebraska Act
b. Alien and Sedition Acts
c. Iowa-Missouri Act

8. During Pierce’s presidency, violence broke out in Kansas between supporters and
opposers of slavery. What was this situation called?

a. Crying Kansas
b. Weeping Kansas
c. Bleeding Kansas



Patriot Pop Quiz | Bonus Points!

1. Who is the only president to have a state named after him?
a. George Washington
b. Abraham Lincoln
c. Calvin Coolidge

2. How many U.S. senators does each state have?
Two


