3. What Does Congress Do? | Worksheet

Name: Date:

History in 5: Constitution Explained | Grades 4-6 IIF‘EJ" '

Crisis! The Power of the Pen!

Government Type:

Civilization Name:

What is the crisis? (briefly sum up)

What law does your government make to solve the crisis?

What could go wrong with this law?

What rule (limit) would need to be added to protect people and prevent
abuse?

Why didn’t the Founders want mob rule?

Scan to watch episode:
Note: See accompanying lesson plan for activity instructions.



. The number of representatives each states has is based on

THE LEGISLATURE

CONGRESS

. Article | of the Constitution explains the branch.

. What is the main job of this branch?

Congress is composed of which two parts?

. What are three qualifications to be a member of the House of Representatives?

Briefly explain the reasoning behind the decision to count slaves as “three-fifths of all
other persons.”

. What are two qualifications to be a senator?

How many senators are there for each state?

How does a bill become a law?




10. How does Congress balance the power of the President?

11. Briefly explain how checks and balances protect freedom.

12. What is the significance of the first three words of the Constitution?

We the Feople




Answer Key | What Does Congress Do?

Box 1: Crisis! The Power of the Pen

Answers will vary by group. Grade for understanding. (Use this to check student responses
against the intended model.)

Dictatorship

Crisis: A fight breaks out in a food line and supplies go missing.

Law made: Anyone accused of stealing by the dictator’s guards goes to jail—no questions, no
trial.

What could go wrong: Guards can accuse innocent people; people can be jailed without proof;
enemies can be punished; fear and unfairness spread.

Limit needed: Evidence required; fair trial; right to defend yourself; independent judge/jury;
punishment must require proof.

Absolute Monarchy

Crisis: The king is frustrated because people complain constantly; he wants peace and
respect.

Law made: Criticizing the king/queen in public or online is illegal; anyone who complains goes
to jail.

What could go wrong: No one can point out mistakes; people punished for opinions; ruler can
become cruel; truth is silenced; fear grows.

Limit needed: Free speech protections; clear limits on what counts as a crime; fair trials;
written constitution/rulebook that limits the monarch’s power.

Oligarchy

Crisis: Drought and famine; powerful families hoard food and water.

Law made: Powerful families get first access to food and water; everyone else must wait.
What could go wrong: Unfairness and anger; riots or rebellion; suffering increases; leaders
protect themselves; corruption; loss of trust.

Limit needed: Equal rules for everyone; distribution based on need; representation for regular
people; transparent decision-making; neutral oversight.

Theocracy

Crisis: New group moves in with different beliefs; leaders fear corruption.

Law made: Everyone must follow the same religious rules, even if they believe differently.
What could go wrong: Peaceful people punished; forced belief; fear and division; unfair
arrests; resentment and conflict.

Limit needed: Religious freedom; no punishment for belief; equal rights; laws protect peaceful
practice; fair courts.

Communist Government

Crisis: Citizens grow extra food and sell it for profit; leaders fear inequality.

Law made: All extra food and earnings must be turned over to the government; profit is illegal
and punishable by jail.

What could go wrong: People lose motivation to work harder; shortages get worse; black




markets; leaders can take too much; corruption; unfair punishment.
Limit needed: Limits on how much the government can take; clear rules and accountability;
fair courts; transparency; allow some personal reward to encourage work.

Direct Democracy

Crisis: Storm coming; river rising; floodgates must be opened today to save most farms, but a
few fields will flood.

Law made / government action: Everyone must vote before action can be taken; a small group
refuses to vote, causing delay.

What could go wrong: Slow decisions during emergencies; arguing wastes time; most people
suffer because a few block action; no fast response.

Limit needed: Allow emergency decisions by elected representatives or emergency leaders;
time limits for voting; majority rule after a deadline; rules that prevent a small group from
stopping urgent action.

Speech Blurb: Why didn’t the Founders want mob rule?

Accept students responses that explain that the Founders worried that pure majority rule could
become both unfair and dangerous. People are emotional, misinformed, or perhaps don't have
the whole picture in mind. Decisions made from those positions can be unbalanced, reckless, or
both.

Comprehension Questions | Answers

1. Article | of the Constitution explains the branch.
Legislative

2. What is the main job of this branch?
To make laws (write and pass laws for the country).

3. Congress is composed of which two parts?
House of Representatives; Senate

4. What are three qualifications to be a member of the House of Representatives?
Answer:
e Must be at least 25 years old
e Must have been a U.S. citizen for 7 years
e Must live in the state they represent

5. The number of representatives each state has is based on
Population (how many people live in the state)

6. Briefly explain the reasoning behind the decision to count slaves as “three-fifths of all
other persons.”
Answer (acceptable):
e |t was a compromise about how to count enslaved people for representation and
taxes.



10.

11.

12.

e Southern states wanted to count enslaved people fully to gain more
representatives, even though enslaved people could not vote.
e Northern states said enslaved people should not be counted fully for
representation.
e The compromise counted enslaved people as 3/5 for representation and taxes.
What are two qualifications to be a senator?
Answer:
e Must be at least 30 years old
e Must have been a U.S. citizen for 9 years.

How many senators are there for each state?
2

How does a bill become a law?
Answer (acceptable):
e Abillisintroduced in Congress
e |t must be passed by both the House and the Senate
e The President signs it to become a law (or Congress can override a veto)

How does Congress balance the power of the President?
Answer (acceptable):

e Congress makes laws and controls spending
Senate approves appointments and treaties
Congress can override vetoes
Congress can impeach and remove a President

Briefly explain how checks and balances protect freedom.
Answer (acceptable):
e They keep one branch from becoming too powerful
e Each branch can stop the others from abusing power
e This protects people’s rights and prevents tyranny

What is the significance of the first three words of the Constitution?

Answer (acceptable):
e “We the People” means the government gets its power from the people
e The people are the source of authority, not a king or dictator
e |t shows the Constitution is meant to serve and represent the citizens



	 
	 
	 
	 

