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EMIRATI WOMEN'S DAY

HER CITY,
HER FUTURE

HAND IN HAND,

WE CELEBRATE 50 YEARS
Thursday | 28 August 2025

9:30 - 13:30

Women's Pavilion, Expo City Dubai

This Emirati Women’s Day, we honour and celebrate Emirati women shaping
more inclusive, resilient cities and communities — with a future-focused
programme spotlighting leadership in urban design, wellness, sports, and
economic innovation. This special day is a celebration of Emirati women'’s real-life
achievements and their pivotal role in shaping a resilient and sustainable future.

9:30 - 10:00 REGISTRATION & REFRESHMENTS

10:00 - 10:20

OPENING REMARKS

Maha Gorton

Head, Women's Pavilion
Expo City Dubai

KEYNOTE SPEECH

HE Reem Al Hashimy

UAE Minister of State for
International Cooperation and CEO
of Expo City Dubai Authority

Muna Easa Al Gurg

Founder,
Meem Foundation

HER CITY MAJLIS: SHAPING CITIES, SHAPING
COMMUNITIES

10:20 - 11:00

For 50 years, Emirati women have shaped the UAE's skyline and its soul.
This powerful conversation explores how urban planning, heritage and
community come together to create cities that truly belong to everyone.

SPEAKERS
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Fatma Al Khayat

Co-founder & CEO, Arkat
Urban Planning + Design

Dr. Alamira Reem Al
Hashimi
General Manager, M_39;

Author; First Emirati woman to
earn a PhD in Urban Planning

Maryam Mudhaffar Ahli
BArch MA
Architect & Architectural Historian;

Museum Collections Manager, Dubai
Culture & Arts Authority

MODERATOR

Nadia Verjee

Executive Director,
Expo Dubai Group

11:10 - 12:00 POWER IN MOTION: LEADING THROUGH SPORT

Emirati athletes and leaders share how sport drives strength, self-belief and
a deeper sense of community.

SPEAKERS

Amal Mvurad Areej Al Hammadi

Entrepreneur & Fitness coach, UAE National Football Team
Leap of Hope; first Emirati Player
parkour coach in the region

Aisha Alawadhi

Athlete; UAE National Team
Padel Tennis Player

Eisa Sharif

Director of Sports Events
Dept, Dubai Sports Council

MODERATOR

Jessica Smith OAM PLY

Paralympian | Author | Global
Keynote Speaker, Inclusion &
Accessibility Consultant

12:10 - 13:00 THE ART OF CHANGE: SHAPING CULTURE

Visionary Emirati creatives reveal how art sparks change, amplifies identity
and reshapes the cultural conversation.

SPEAKERS
Butheina Kazim Dr Afra Atiq Azza Al Qubaisi
Founder & Managing Director, Poet, Scholar and Emirati Artist & Product
Cinema Akil Interdisciplinary Artist Designer
4
Latifa Al Gurg
Founder,
Twisted Roots
MODERATOR

Alia AlShamsi

Director of Curatorial &
Programming, House of Arts —
Expo City Dubai
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