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Press Release

HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed welcomes diplomatic community to Al Wasl as new journey of collaboration begins under Expo City Dubai

DUBAI, 1 November 2022 – His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation on Monday welcomed more than 160 ambassadors, high commissioners and other high-ranking officials to Al Wasl Plaza for an event honouring the international diplomatic community’s contribution to the success of Expo 2020 Dubai.

[bookmark: _Hlk117854657]In the presence of His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, UAE Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence and Commissioner General of Expo 2020 Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, President of Dubai Civil Aviation Authority, Chairman, Chief Executive of Emirates Airline and Group, and Chairman of Expo City Dubai Authority, and His Excellency Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, UAE Minister of State for Foreign Trade, the discussion addressed opportunities to build on the extraordinary collective progress catalysed throughout the World Expo, with 130 countries represented.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Coinciding with World Cities Day, which aims to raise awareness of global urbanisation and drive cooperation in sustainable urban development, the event reflected the convening power and international spirit of Expo 2020, carried forward into Expo City Dubai – a city founded on a deep-rooted belief that a broad coalition of people working together can help create a more sustainable, dignified and inclusive world for the next generation.

[bookmark: _Hlk118140028]His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed said: “In bringing the world together, against the backdrop of a global pandemic, Expo 2020 was a reflection – and a recognition – of everything that the UAE has achieved in the last 50 years. Much more than just an event, it highlighted that countries and communities not only believed in our nation as hosts, but see it as a model of good and of hope, where people can succeed and thrive. The legacy that Expo 2020 will leave behind is not just an achievement of a few, but of everyone who is proud to call the UAE home.” 

[bookmark: _Hlk117928470]His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan said: “As Commissioner General of the host nation, the United Arab Emirates, I was proud to welcome my brothers and sisters of every nation, as we celebrated your National Days together, and with the world. That spirit of friendship has only strengthened in the weeks and months since our Expo came to an end.

[bookmark: _Hlk117928235][bookmark: _Hlk117928871]“Our shared legacy is a living one, rooted in the past but built for the future. The bonds between the UAE – a land of tolerance, coexistence and peace – and all the nations represented here today, have been created over the last half-century and reinforced during the challenges of the global pandemic.”

His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum said: “The UAE has always served as a meeting point, a crossroads of cultures and trade, with a community that rallied around our leadership’s ambitions for a brighter future. We have seen the power of collaboration through the UAE’s achievements, mirrored in the success of Expo 2020 Dubai – and with Expo City Dubai, we will continue to forge a path together, building a physical, social and business environment where innovation can lead to prosperity for generations to come.” 

Her Excellency Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of State for International Cooperation and CEO, Expo City Dubai Authority, said: “Where we stand today, physically, here in the heart of Expo City Dubai, the fruits of true international cooperation are starkly apparent, incalculable in number and immeasurable in worth. As a global community, your years of collective effort made possible not just the largest ever event to take place in the Middle East, Africa and South Asia region, but the most inclusive World Exposition in history.

“As always, we will lead by example from a city that is not just designed and built on sustainable principles, but that is operated and programmed in a way that seeds best practice not just in city limits, but in the limitless agency of every one of us. We can all make a difference: as individuals, families, businesses and communities of all shape and stripe, and Expo City will empower us to do so.”

Expo City Dubai, a clean, green, innovation-driven and human-centric city of the future, and the recently established Expo Dubai Group, a new entity charged with preserving, managing and taking forward the vast intangible legacy of Expo 2020 Dubai, are empowered by the insight and experience gained in the delivery of the most inclusive and sustainable World Expo in history. Together, they aim to drive progress across education, social issues and sustainable thinking, and inspire new ways of collaboration at all levels of society.

-ENDS-

About Expo City Dubai
· Expo City Dubai is the legacy of Expo 2020 Dubai, building on its resounding success and retaining 80 per cent of Expo-built infrastructure
· Expo City Dubai is based on a deep-rooted belief that a broad coalition of people, working together, can propel human progress to help create a more sustainable and dignified future for all
· A clean, green, innovation-driven, human-centric city of the future, Expo City Dubai is designed as a blueprint for sustainable urban planning, galvanising action on its journey to net-zero 
· Expo City Dubai provides a business ecosystem that embraces technology and digital innovation 
· Packed with educational, cultural and entertainment offerings, Expo City Dubai celebrates human innovation, imagination and ingenuity and inspires future generations 
· Building on the success of the World Expo, Expo City Dubai is the go-to destination for globally significant events, including COP 28, and supports the UAE’s wider diversification and growth aims
· Expo Dubai Group leverages a global network of partners and a wealth of intellectual and digital content, programmes and experiences in service of the challenges of our time
· Expo Dubai Group works across three interconnected and interdependent pillars: the habitats we design and build (City Advisory), the communities and networks we bring together (Programmes and Events) and the stories we share with one another (Creative)
For media enquiries, please contact press.office@expocitydubai.ae 
https://twitter.com/ExpoCityDubai
https://instagram.com/ExpoCityDubai
https://www.linkedin.com/company/expocitydubai/
https://www.facebook.com/ExpoCityDubai
https://www.youtube.com/c/ExpoCityDubai
https://www.tiktok.com/@expocitydubai 
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