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Introduction: 

Below is a retired Task-Based Simulation (TBS) from the AUD section of the Uniform CPA Examination. 
The analysis-level TBS described below includes all exhibits available to candidates and includes all 
options, answers, and rationales prepared by AICPA CPA Examination staff. The estimated time to 
complete a TBS is 20-30 minutes.

Blueprint reference AUD Area III, Group A, Topic 3 

Representative task Perform procedures using outputs (e.g., reports, visualizations) from audit data 
analytic techniques to determine relationships, trends, or notable items in the 
data and identify the appropriate audit response. 

Skill Analysis 
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Task 1 Option list (B2) 
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Task 2 Option list (Column B) 
 

 
 
Task 2 Option list (Column C) 

 

 

 
Task 2 Option list (Column B) 
 

 
 
Task 2 Option list (Column C) 

 

 

 
Task 2 Option list (Column B) 
 

 
 
Task 2 Option list (Column C) 

 

 



4Retired task-based simulation from the AUD Section of the Uniform CPA Examination

 
 
 
 

 
Task 3 Option list (B2) 
 

 
 
Task 3 Option list (C2) 
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Task 3 Option list (C2) 
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Task 3 Option list (C2)

 
 
Task 3 Option list (A2) Audit procedure 
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Exhibits: 
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●

Incorrect. Torch’s DSAR in the 

–

●

–

●

Incorrect. Accordion’s sales in 

●

Incorrect. Brown’s sales in the 

●

●

● Sales decreased significantly from
January 1, year 6, to December 31, year 6.
Sales decreased significantly from 
January 1, year 6, to December 31, year 6.
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●

Incorrect. Cube’s sales in the 

●

Incorrect. Pine’s

●

Correct. Torch’s sales in the 

●

Incorrect. Although an increase in sales is 
a possible indicator that sales to a 
customer might be fraudulent because it 
is inconsistent with the industry trends 
indicated in the Planning Meeting Memo 
exhibit, the only customer to have a sales 
increase in year 6 is Torch. Torch’s sales 
not only increased during year 6, but were 
volatile over the two-year period shown.  
In each year presented, Torch had the 
most significant sales increase in Q4, not 
throughout the entire year.
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●

Incorrect. Baker’s sales and 

C2 ●

Sales were consistently below 
DSAR for years 5 and 6. 
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● 

Incorrect. Grant’s sales and 
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Correct. Howell’s sales and 

● 

Pack’s sales and 

● 

● 

● 

● 

–
 

relationship.

References: AU-C 500.A35–A38; 
AU-C 520.07
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expense reimbursement account to identify the salesperson’s reimbursements and 

 

● Obtain a list of travel expense reimbursements and perform a Benford’s Law analysis 
 

Incorrect. A Benford’s Law analysis provides information on the relative 
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● 
expense reimbursement account to identify the salesperson’s reimbursements and 

 

● Obtain a list of travel expense reimbursements and perform a Benford’s Law analysis 
 

Incorrect. A Benford’s Law analysis provides information on the relative 

● 
 

● Obtain a sample of the salesperson’s travel expense reimbursement reports and 

 

Correct. Reviewing a sample of the salesperson’s travel expense reimbursement 

 

 

•   Obtain a list of travel expense reimbursements to the salesperson and agree to the 
      journal entries in the general ledger. 

	    Incorrect. Agreeing the travel expense reimbursement amount to the journal entry 	
  	    ensures that the transaction was recorded; however, it does not provide any audit 	
	    evidence that the travel expenses submitted for reimbursement are valid. 
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