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Concept 
Women’s land rights has increasingly been recognized by UNCCD Parties and enshrined within 
UNCCD decisions as a foundation for effective land restoration initiatives and achieving land 
degradation neutrality. Parties, the Secretariat, and partners are working to implement the 
landmark tenure decision adopted at COP14, the Gender Action Plan (which centers women’s 
access to and control of land and natural resources as a key strategy), and an additional three 
decisions on gender-equitable tenure and land governance adopted at COP15. The UNCCD 
Secretariat has invested in a global campaign on women’s land rights to support greater 
awareness of the importance of the issue of gender justice with regard to land rights and 
governance. This is in addition to increasing recognition across all three Rio Conventions of the 
crucial role women’s land rights plays in achieving effective climate action and protecting 
biodiversity. The UNCCD Secretariat has been a leader in promoting women’s land rights as a 
cross-cutting foundation for effective action across the three Rio Conventions, and for the past 
two years has co-hosted an initiative on women’s land rights with the two sister Conventions 
(UNFCCC and CBD). 



  
Progress on these strong commitments requires strategic coordination with the long-standing and 
swiftly growing global movement for women’s land rights. Implementing women’s land rights in 
practice requires elevating the leadership of local women leaders and their organizations (many 
of whom have been advocating for land rights for decades) in all relevant decision-making spaces, 
including centrally in UNCCD spaces and arenas relevant to their restoration agenda. 
Implementing women’s land rights also requires systems change, to address the social, political, 
financial, and technical barriers that hinder progress.  
  
This session will present attendees with a clear overview of the strong standards set by and for 
UNCCD Parties; examples of effective approaches to strengthen land rights for women in all their 
diversity; and recommendations for stronger, more equitable and participatory, and more 
coordinated action and stronger resourcing to achieve gender justice related to land and natural 
resource rights, and within land and ecosystem restoration initiatives.  
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