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Everyone at the club was shocked
and.saddened when we heard

the news last Sunday that Rado
Vidosic had passed away.

During his time here, Rado
impressed everyone with
his deep knowledge of the
game and his passion for
coaching and improving
players. He was a lovely
guy, who always had time
for people and wanted the
best for Brighton & Hove
Albion. Our thoughts are
with his wife Jasha, Dario
and the wider family. We
will be remembering Rado
before kick-off today with
a minute’s silence, but his
memory will live on for all
of us privileged to have met
him and worked with him.
Since Dario returned to
Australia, he has been in
touch with myself, the staff
and players and | know how
pleased he was that we
were able to build on our
FA Cup win here a fortnight
ago with a 1-0 victory in the
WSL at Everton last Friday.
It was a really solid team
performance. Jelena took
her chance well and we
scored at an important
time just before the break.
We knew Everton would
have their moments in the
second half, but the way
we defended as a team
to protect the lead, while
still having opportunities
ourselves to score a

second goal, said a lot for
the collective effort and
character we showed.

Against Nottingham
Forest in the FA Cup, we
knew we had to be patient,
with Forest sitting in a low
to mid-block and happy
for us to have the ball and
try to hit us on the counter.
Again, it was good to score
just before half-time and
although it took us until
the last few minutes to
get our second, it was no
more than we deserved.
We’ve got West Ham in
the next round, but that’s
still three weeks away,
with three league games
to focus on before then,
starting today.

Finally, I’d like to thank
everyone behind the scenes
for their support during the
last couple of weeks while
Dario has been away. A
collective effort has helped
us get two good results and
we’re looking to get another
today. The Lionesses have
shown this season that
they can compete with the
best the WSL has to offer
so we’re looking forward to
a really competitive game.

Get behind the players as
you always do and enjoy
the match.




2 0 2 5/ 2 6

REFRESH

n%tibn Partner‘ .v & :'

VISIt. e‘xﬁe i issim sl X ' Tl & s
to étart planni“ng yoﬁr rhollday today e " K; QQ

% ( SHOP.BRIGHTONANDHOVEALBION.COM )




INTERVIEW
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keep dOlng thls Marisa Olislagers believes last week’s away win at F - | Grace Lewis
) - S8 Fave player: Maisie Symonds
as a grou p” : Everton can be the catalyst for a strong second half of NPy score prediction:2-0
the WSL season

Today’s

times have
brought us

) ('8 OscarRobson
Albion defender Marisa Olislagers are ready to work together to get Fave player: Fran Kirby

hopes the victory over Everton at results. Score prediction: 2-1

Goodison Park last week can be “Now we can 100 per cent start :

a turning point in the club’s WSL looking up the table. That’s the sy

season. ambition we have - and | also think ﬁ
A first-half goal by Jelena Cankovic  we have the squad for it. | really r

was enough to secure a first win think the rest of the season can be

in three for a team led by assistant so exciting” r j

i

Molly Howells
Fave player: Michelle Agyemang
Score prediction: 3-1

Elisa Mae Etherington
Fave player: Michelle Agyemang
Score prediction: 2-0

coach Chris Roberts in the With Roberts continuing in the hot
absence of head coach Dario seat after Dario Vidovic was granted L
Vidosic and the Seagulls are now a leave of absence for family
into the top six. reasons, it was encouraging to see

Today we play our first home game  Albion follow up the FA Cup victory &
in the WSL since mid-December over Nottingham Forest two weeks '
against London City Lionesses. ago with a second WSL away win of

Albion had to withstand some the season, the first of which came

Francesca Amati
Fave player: Michelle Agyemang
Score prediction: 2-1

fierce pressure from the home side against today’s opponents back in b 1'-.;. |_i|y May Clack
in the closing stages at Goodison December. $ Fave player: Michelle Agyemang
and demonstrated a level of Cankovic, who scored the second . Score prediction: 2-1
discipline and determination that goal against Forest after being
gives Olislagers confidence thatthe  introduced as a second-half - - Aria Hill
second half of the campaign will substitute, came up with her first N Fave player: Maisie Symonds
bring better results. league strike of the campaign after Oty

[ Score prediction: 2-0

Five of Albion’s six WSL defeats being rewarded with a place in the
this term have been by the odd goal.  starting line-up. Ve
Olislagers said: “It was so Goalkeeper Chiamaka Nnadozie ( _"‘
important to come out of a tight produced a brilliant late save to -
game as winners. It showed that deny Everton substitute Melissa
we can actually see games through, Lawley an equaliser. The way

Daisy Isabella Wright
Fave player: Fran Kirby
Score prediction: 2-1

because the (2-1) defeat to Aston Nnadozie dominated her penalty ‘f‘_ Eleanor Hill
Villa in our last league game was a area was also a huge factor in WS 8 Fave player: Fran Kirby
tough one to take. easing the late pressure. -y Score prediction: 2-1
“l thought we were amazing at Olislagers said: “Chia is very
Villa and deserved more. | think we good, very confident, and she is r Madeline Ali
should be proud about the way we never afraid to come off her line to | Fave player: Carla Camacho
held onto this win and showed so take the ball. That gives us a lot of A Score prediction: 2-1
much spirit against Everton. confidence as a back line.
“The tough times have brought us “You r?eed.to know that your . EEE- Bella Azimi
together and we need to keep doing  keeper is going to be there when it 8 Fave player: Michelle Agyemang

this as a group. | think we showed matters and it really helps to ease =

Score prediction: 2-0
that we are a really good team who the pressure to have that presence.” -



in Albion victory

Jelena Cankovic scored her first goal of the season as Albion made

it two wins out of three on the road in the WSL.

On their first visit to Goodison Park, the Serbia midfielder produced a cool finish from close range
after she was set up by Kiko Seike just before half-time.

Everton pushed for an equaliser in the second half, but Albion held firm and Chris Roberts, who
was part of Everton’s backroom staff for six years, had a second win since taking over as interim
head coach.

Roberts said: “For the first 25-30 minutes we were so good. In the second half we defended so
well, but | don’t think they created too many chances. Three points, a clean sheet, | am really happy.”

Toffees unstuck \

1 Maisie Symonds goes close with this first-half shot.
2 Jelena Cankovic celebrates after scoring for the
second successive game.

3 Madison Haley brings the ball under control.

4 Charlie Rule challenges for possession on the

5 Celebrations at the end in front of our travelling fans.
6 Nadine Noordam keeps her eye on the ball.

Pictures: Craig Galloway
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Rado Vidosic

Everyone at the club was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of
Rado Vidosic at the age of 64 last Sunday

Women’s and girls’ managing director
Zoe Johnson said, “We are incredibly
saddened by this news. Rado was an
integral part of our staff, team and
club. The impact he had on our team
and everyone within it will forever be
remembered.

“All our love and thoughts are with
Dario and his family at this difficult
time.”

Women’s chair Michelle Walder said,
“We are all deeply saddened to learn
of Rado’s passing. As well as being
a hugely respected coach, he was a
well-loved member of our club who
was a key part of building our strong
team culture. He will be missed by
us all.

“Our thoughts are with Dario, Rado’s
wife Jasna, and their whole family. We
ask that their privacy is respected at
this difficult time.”

Fabian Hurzeler also sent his
condolences to Dario Vidosic
following the passing of Rado.

“| feel very sorry for Dario and for his
family. | was in touch with him and |
said that | really appreciate that the
things his father gave to the club.

His passion, his love, he was
always there. He was always fully
committed, and it was a pleasure to
work with him.

“We all feel for Dario and we will
give him all the time he needs. | know
that Dario loves football as much
as his father did. So | hope that he
comes back stronger and will enjoy
working with us and for Brighton”

Rado joined the club in January
2025 as women’s and girls’ head
of coaching, working alongside his
son, Dario. He played an important
role in the team’s historic 2024/25
campaign, helping the side achieve a
record WSL finish of fifth.

Before arriving at the club, he
spent six years with Melbourne City,
winning silverware across both the
women’s and men’s programmes.

He initially joined City as academy
technical director and women'’s head
coach, later stepping into the men’s
head coach role and guiding the
squad to a title-winning season.

His coaching career also included
spells with Brisbane Roar, Sydney FC,
Melbourne Victory and Wellington
Phoenix, reflecting his vast experience
and impact across the game.

We will remember Rado before kick-
off today with a minute’s silence.
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Building blocks

A new face in the WSL this season, the London City Lionesses are
seeking a first win of 2026 under their new coach Eder Maestre...

London City Lionesses
were founded in May 2019,
when the team broke away
from Millwall Lionesses to
establish an independent
women’s football club.

The newly formed club
entered the FA Women’s
Championship and over
the following seasons
established itself in the
second tier with a number
of solid mid-table finishes.

The turning point in the
club’s fortunes came in
December 2023 when
American businesswoman
Michele Kang - who had
earlier taken over ownership
of Washington Spirit
and Olympique Lyonnais
Feminin - acquired the club.
The purchase brought fresh
investment, ambition and
a move from Princes Park
in Dartford to Hayes Lane
in Bromley in the summer
of 2024, while a high-
performance training base
was also established.

That June, the signing of
Sweden captain Kosovare
Asllani, the former
Manchester City and Real
Madrid striker, and the
appointment of ex-PSG

coach Jocelyn Precheur was
a real statement of intent.
A strong Championship
campaign followed,
culminating in a 2-2 draw
against Birmingham City on
the final day of the season,
which sealed a place in the
Women'’s Super League for
the very first time.

The Lionesses became
the first fully independent
club to reach the top flight
of women’s football in this
country and, despite their
backing, it still represented
a seismic challenge for a
club in its relative infancy.

Inevitably, there were
many changes to personnel
last summer, with the
likes of experienced
campaigners Katie Zelem
(Angel City), Danielle van de
Donk (Lyon), Grace Geyoro
(PSG) and Nikita Parris
(Albion) all joining the club.

In fact, 17 permanent
signings were made -
including ex-Seagulls
left-back Poppy Pattinson
- while 13 players left
the club, so it took time
for the new-look side
to find its feet. Heavy
defeats to Arsenal (4-1)

and Manchester United
(5-1) provided a chastening
introduction to life in

the WSL, but a first-ever
victory came in the third
weekend of the campaign.
Everton were defeated
2-1at Goodison Park, with
forward Isobel Goodwin
writing herself into the
club’s history books after
scoring both goals.

Other notable successes
in the opening half of the
season included back-to-
back 1-0 home wins against
Liverpool and West Ham
United, while high-flying
Tottenham Hotspur were
also defeated 4-2 at Hayes
Lane. Aston Villa were
beaten 3-1at Villa Park in
mid-November, leaving the
side sitting a very creditable
sixth in the table.

Eyebrows were therefore
raised when the club parted
company with Precheur
shortly before Christmas,
with a statement on the
Lionesses’ official website
stating: “Following careful
consideration, the club
believes that now is the
right time to begin a
new cycle and pursue a

different strategic direction
for the next phase of its
development”

On 2 January, the
club announced it had
appointed Eder Maestre as
Precheur’s successor. The
39-year-old had served
as head coach of Tenerife
Femenino in Spain’s top
flight and had previously
been assistant coach
at Real Sociedad, where
he worked with current
Lionesses players Elene
Lette and Sanni Franssi.

His first two league games
in charge resulted in a 0-0
draw away at bottom-
placed Liverpool and a
narrow 2-1 defeat to leaders
Manchester City, so he will
be hoping it will be third
time lucky this afternoon.

“l am very proud of our
team; | feel we deserved
more from the game,” he
said after the City defeat.
“We want the players to
understand that mentality
and mindset are important.
If we can reach these levels
against Manchester City,
it’s a good point from which
to start building something
stronger”

ONE TO WATCH

Delphine

Cascarino

Signing for the club earlier this
month from San Diego Wave,
French forward Cascarino is
known for her highly successful
spell at Olympique Lyonnais,
where she won nine domestic
league titles, six domestic cups
and six Champions League
crowns.

Making her debut in the 2014/15
season, she was rewarded with
her first professional contract
that summer and went on to
make a total of 221 appearances
for the club, scoring 43 goals.

Seeking a new challenge,
Delphine moved to San Diego in
July 2024, scoring her first goal
in a 2-1 win against Utah Royals,
and made a total of 34 league
appearances, scoring seven
times.

Her efforts earned a nomination
for the NWSL Most Valuable
Player, but citing a desire to be
closer to home, she signed a
three-and-a-half year contract
with the Lionesses on 19
BEGIVETYA

A France international, she
has made 83 appearances
for her country, scoring
16 goals.

PAST MEETING

London City Lionesses O Albion 1
Sunday 7 December, 2025

A solitary Kiko Seike strike secured all three points for the Seagulls at a wet
and blustery Hayes Lane.

Dario Vidosic’s side picked up a second successive WSL victory thanks, in
part, to an impressive rearguard action which kept the Lionesses - who had
won two successive league games themselves - at bay.

The deadlock was broken after just six minutes when Albion turned the ball
over in midfield. Madison Haley quickly fed Seike, who raced through on goal
before coolly tucking home.

The hosts responded with former Seagull Nikita Parris seeing a 20-yard shot
superbly tipped over the bar by Chiamaka Nnadozie.

The hosts continued to search for an equaliser, but the Albion defence
- along with the impressive Nnadozie - stood firm in front of a record
home league crowd of 3,302.

“It was a tough game and | don’t think the conditions helped,” said
Vidosic. “Overall we defended well and looked very solid in the second
half against a front line that is very dangerous”

“We made some stupid mistakes, but with younger players, that is
going to happen, it is part of their development,” said then-Lionesses
coach Jocelyn Precheur.“l don’t blame any players, but we need some

experience for these types of games”
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DATE OPPOSITION

SEPTEMBER

7 Aston Villa

12 Manchester City
21 West Ham United
24  Portsmouth (LC)
28 Everton

OCTOBER
5 Tottenham Hotspur

8  West Ham United (LC)

12 Arsenal
19  Southampton (LC)

NOVEMBER
2 Manchester United
9 Liverpool

12  Charlton Athletic (LC)

16 Leicester City

DECEMBER

7 London City Lionesses
14 Chelsea

JANUARY

11 Aston Villa

18  Nottingham Forest (FAC4)
23 Everton

FEBRUARY

—2nd sub

® —3rdsub
RES/KO POS  ATT
D0-0 6 2219
L1-2 8 3,316
wW4-1 6 1,810
w2-0 - -
Wi-0 6 1,732
LO-1 7
L1-2 7
LO-1 7
wW3-0 7 980
L2-3 8 3,363
D1-1 8 2423
LO-1 - 566
W4-1 8 4,645
W1-0 7 3,302
LO-3 3,493
L1-3 8 2,361
w2-0 - 916
W1-0 6 2,351

1 London City Lionesses 11.55am

8 West Ham United
15 Arsenal

2.30pm

12.00noon

22 West Ham United (FAC5)12.00noon

MARCH
15 Chelsea
22  Liverpool

29 Leicester City

APRIL
26 Chelsea

MAY
3 Manchester United
17 Tottenham Hotspur

2.00pm
2.00pm
3.00pm

2.00pm

2.00pm
2.00pm

® —4thsub

® —5thsub

STARTING XI

' o® % ® ® %

Nnadozie
Nnadozie
Nnadozie
Baggaley
Nnadozie

Nnadozie
Baggaley
Nnadozie
Baggaley

Nnadozie
Nnadozie
Baggaley
Nnadozie

Nnadozie
Baggaley

Baggaley
Nnadozie
Nnadozie

McLauchlan
McLauchlan
Hayes
Auee

Rule

Rule
Carabali
Rule
McLauchlan

Rule
Rule®
Mpome
Rule®

Hayes
Hayes

Rule®
Rule®
Rule®

Olislagers
QOlislagers
Olislagers
Olislagers®
Hayes

Hayes
Hayes
Hayes
Auee

Hayes®
Hayes®
Auee
Mpome*

Vanegas
Vanegas

Vanegas
Vanegas
Vanegas

Rule
Rule
Rule®
Gay
Minami

McLauchlan®
Mpome*®
Mpome*®
Carabali

Cankovic
Cankovic
Carabali
Cankovic®

Kafaji®
Kafaji®

Kafaji®
Kafaji
Kafaji

Minami
Minami
Minami
Carabali
Olislagers

Olislagers

Symonds
Symonds®
Symonds®
Tsunoda
Symonds

Symonds

McLauchlan® Rayner®

Olislagers
Olislagers®

Olislagers
Olislagers
Martin

Olislagers

Olislagers
Olislagers

Olislagers
Olislagers
Olislagers

Symonds
Tsunoda

Symonds
Symonds
Heron®

Symonds

Symonds
Symonds®

Symonds
Symonds
Symonds

Cankovic
Cankovic
Cankovic
Noordam*®
Cankovic

Cankovic
Tsunoda
Cankovic
Kirby*®

Seike
Seike
Gay
Minami

Minami
Minami

Minami
Minami
Minami

* % w W

Seike®
Rayner®
Seike®
Martin
Seike

Seike®
Heron
Seike
Noordam

Kirby
Kirby
Noordam*®
Noordam

Noordam
Noordam

Tsunoda®
Tsunoda®
Cankovic®

Kirby
Kirby*
Kirby®
Heron®
Kirby

Noordam
Kafaji
Kirby
Camacho®

Symonds
Symonds®
Tsunoda
Haley

Haley®
Haley®

Haley
Haley
Haley

Haley
Haley*®
Kafaji
Rayner
Agyemang

Agyemang
Camacho®
Symonds*®
Agyemang

Camacho
Camacho*®
Kafaji®
Seike®

Seike
Seike

Seike
Seike
Seike

Manchester City
Chelsea

Arsenal
Manchester United
Tottenham Hotspur

Aston Villa
London City Lionesses
Leicester City

11 West Ham United
12 Liverpool

Everton v Aston Villa

Manchester United v Liverpool

Agyemang®
Agyemang
Agyemang
Camacho®
Kafaji

Kafaji
Agyemang
Kafaji
Kafaji®

Kafaji®
McLauchlan
McLauchlan®
McLauchlan

McLauchlan
McLauchlan

Kirby
Noordam
Noordam

West Ham United v Tottenham Hotspur

Manchester City v Chelsea

SUBSTITUTES

I
Rayner®
Noordam*®
Noordam*®
Cankovic®
Auee

Rayner®
Noordam*®
Auee®
Hayes®

Mpome®
Kafaji®
Symonds*®
Vanegas®

Kirby®
Kirby®

McLauchlan®
Cankovic®
Tsunoda®

I
Noordam
Auee

Camacho
Mpome

McLauchlan Camacho

Camacho
Seike
Heron
Martin

McLauchlan
Haley
Hayes
Kafaji

Rule
Rule

Hayes
Camacho
Camacho®

"“:1 ""1

":1

Camacho® Baggaley Carabali
Seike® Kafaji® Camacho®
Tsunoda®  Auee® Heron®
Kafaji® Agyemang® Seike®
Mpome Noordam
Mpome®  Baggaley  Poulter
Kirby® QOlislagers® Rule®
Noordam® Baggaley  Poulter
Gay* Seike™  Minami®
Noordam® Carabali ~ Vanegas
Mpome®  Noordam® Vanegas®
Camacho® Milner® Warren®
Hayes® Martin® Tsunoda®
Camacho® Baggaley  Tsunoda
Camacho® Tsunoda®  Poulter
Camacho® Noordam® Nnadozie
McLauchlan® Hayes Gay
McLauchlan™ Hayes Rayner

Name

wsL

Chiamaka Nnadozie 11
Manuela Vanegas 4+2

Moeka Minami
Maelys Mpome
Rosa Kafaji
Aisha Masaka
Maisie Symonds
Michelle Agyemang 5
Jelena Cankovic
Kiko Seike

Fran Kirby
Nadine Noordam
Jorelyn Carabali
Bex Rayner
Caitlin Hayes
Marisa Olislagers
Madison Haley
Carla Camacho
Marit Auee
Hannah Poulter

Rachel McLauchlan

Melina Loeck
Fuka Tsunoda
Sophie Baggaley
Charlie Rule
Elliana Martin
Tahirah Heron
Emilie Gay

Evie Milner

Mia Balmer
Olivia Johnson

12
2+4
7+4

13

10
12+1
8+2
5+8

1+2
8+2

13
7+1
3+9
0+4

8+3
1+4
2
11+2
0+1

I
Auee
Baggaley
Baggaley
Hayes
Baggaley

Carabali
Cankovic
Milner
Nnadozie

Baggaley
Baggaley
Nnadozie
Baggaley

Poulter
Martin

Poulter
Poulter
Baggaley

LC
Apps Gls Apps

0+1
1+1
2+1

2+1
0+1
0+2
1+1
2+1

g

2
1+1
2+1

I
Tsunoda
Carabali
Rayner
Minami
Carabali

Tsunoda
Martin
Martin
Rule

Martin
Auee
Poulter
Auee

Carabali
Gay

Martin
Warren
Martin

Gls

o]

1
1
1
1
+1
1
1

FAC

Apps Gls

I
Hayes
Tsunoda
Warren
Warren
Rayner

Milner
Nnadozie
Carabali
Symonds

Tsunoda
Tsunoda
Balmer
Poulter

Milner
Balmer

Tvedten
Tvedten
Tvedten

Apps
12
5+2
13+1
3+5
10+5
0+2
45+43
13+17
23+8
27+10
25+5
17+9
30+10
5+5
11+7
36+6
31+13
6+10
3+4

28+9

Il
Kafaji
Hayes
Carabali
Nnadozie
Tsunoda

Heron
Symonds
Tsunoda
Heron

Heron
Carabali
Balmer

McEwen
McEwen

BHAFC

Gls
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Albion

1 Chiamaka Nnadozie
2 Manuela Vanegas

3 Moeka Minami

5 Maelys Mpome

6 Rosa Kafaji

7 Aisha Masaka

8 Maisie Symonds

9 Michelle Agyemang
10 Jelena Cankovic

11 Kiko Seike

14 Fran Kirby

15 Nadine Noordam
16 Jorelyn Carabali
17 Bex Rayner

18 Caitlin Hayes

19 Marisa Olislagers
20 Olaug Tvedten

21 Madison Haley

22 Carla Camacho
23 Marit Auee

25 Hannah Poulter
27 Rachel McLauchlan
29 Fuka Tsunoda

32 Sophie Baggaley
33 Charlie Rule

64 Emilie Gay

Match officials

Referee: Megan Wilson

Assistant Referees:

Matthew Joyce & Harley Hetherington
Fourth Official: Levi Gray

&
London City
Lionesses

2 Jana Fernandez
3 Poppy Pattinson
4 |sa Kardinaal

5 Teyah Goldie

6 Maria Perez

7 Lucia Corrales

8 Saki Kumagai

9 Kosovare Asllani
10 Danielle van de Donk
11 Sofia Jakobsson
13 Elena Linari

14 Freya Godfrey
15 Sanni Franssi

16 Julia Roddar

17 Nikita Parris

18 Gesa Marashi
20 Delphine Cascarino
21 Katie Zelem

22 Cerys Brown

23 Isobel Goodwin
24 Maddi Wilde

25 Rofiat Imuran
26 Wassa Sangare
27 Corinne Henson
28 Sophie Hillyerd
32 Emily Orman

33 Alanna Kennedy
35 Sophia Poor

77 Elene Lete

88 Grace Geyoro

Next at home

Arsenal

WSL

Sunday 15 February
Kick-off 2.30pm

AMERICAN
EXPRESS




