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Canine Heartworm
This Deadly Disease Can Steal Your Dog's Health

eartworm is a painful disease that occurs when your dog is bitten by a mosquito infected with the larval form of

dirofilaria immitis—a thread-like roundworm. These parasites infest the heart, lungs and blood vessels of dogs,
cats and other mammals, causing severe lung disease, heart failure, and damage to other organs. The disease is most
common in areas with heavy mosquito populations.

Symptoms, Diagnosis and Treatment

The first signs of a heartworm infestation may simply be poor appetite, fatigue, weight loss or lethargy. As the disease
progresses, your dog may develop a persistent cough. If left untreated, the worms can cause congestive heart failure
or a sudden blockage of blood flow within the heart, which can be fatal if the blockage is not immediately repaired
through surgery.

There’s a simple blood test to check for the presence of microfilariae; however, it can be prone to a false negative result. A more accurate test is the
heartworm antigen test that looks for a protein the parasite releases, indicating a heartworm infection. The treatment protocol for heartworm can be hard on
pets, but survival rates have improved due to advances in veterinary medicine.

Prevention

Year-round prevention is critical, so if your pet is not on a preventative or hasn’t been tested in the last year, please call us right away. We will test for
heartworm disease prior to putting your dog on a preventive as these medications can cause complications if a dog is already infected. We have various
options for prevention and will be happy to discuss which one is right for your pet. Be sure to ask us about a Pet Annual Wellness (PAW) Plan for your pup.
They include an annual heartworm test and many other important services!

Playing It Safe

Dos and Dont’s for Feline Fun

| laying with your cat offers numerous benefits and
n should be an everyday activity. It provides much
\ needed exercise for indoor cats, keeps them mentally
2 stimulated, and helps them bond with you. It's important,
however, to play safely to avoid injury or mental distress.

% Talk to your kitty in a happy voice while you play.
Never make a loud noise that could scare them.

‘& Cats love to hide in paper bags and cardboard boxes
on the floor. Leave them out and watch the fun!
However, don't offer plastic bags or anything that
once contained a toxic substance.

‘& Drag a string or any object behind you and let
them chasel Make sure they can catch the object
intermittently. No one wants to play a game they
can't win.

& Toys with bells and squeakers are feline favorites!

% Be cautious about cat toys that contain small pieces that can be swallowed and cause
choking. Also be wary of toys made in countries that don’t have the same pet safety
standards we do. Avoid laser pointers, which can permanently damage the eyes.

& Your kitty may enjoy catnip toys, interactive toys, or motorized toys that allow them
to chase and “catch” objects. Motorized toys should only be used with supervision.

& Make playtime with your cat part of your daily routine. What they really love is
your attention!

Be sure to ask us about our Pet Annual Wellness (PAW) Plans for felines, so we can
keep your kitty fit for fun at a savings to you!

Hot Spots and Hot Weather
Treating and Preventing Moist Dermatitis

Moist dermatitis, often called “hot spots” because of heat generated by inflammation, is a skin condition that
produces itchy and sometimes painful patches. Licking due to allergies, fleas, ear infections or anal gland
conditions can trigger the condition, as can stress, injury, or having a dirty or matted coat. Dogs with thick or long
coats are most often affected.

Although hot spots can occur year-round, we see more cases in hot, humid weather. The sores can develop when
thick-coated or matted dogs get wet, and their coat doesn’t dry completely. Hot spots often appear red and swollen
with hair loss in the affected area. Dogs generally scratch or chew the area to find relief, which can worsen the
infection.

Since secondary bacterial infections often occur, it's best to bring your dog in for treatment, especially if the area
is oozing or producing more heat. We may prescribe antihistamines, ant-inflammatory medications or antibiotics,
depending on the specific cause and condition of the sores. We may also recommend an e-collar to prevent licking
or chewing.

You can take steps to protect dogs that are prone to hot spots. Flea and tick protection is critical since licking to
relieve an itch can trigger the condition. Also, be sure to dry your dog thoroughly after baths or swimming, and keep

. up on grooming to prevent matting. Bring your dog in to see us as soon as you notice a sore, no matter how small. This will make it easier
ﬁ R for us to start the healing process before the sore becomes larger or a secondary infection sets in.

Call us at (480) 775-9966 today to make an appointment!
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