How 10 keep Pels
Cool in the Florida Heat

Especially Those with Neurological Conditions

Florida's sunny skies and warm temperatures can be wonderful, but for our furry family members,
the heat can quickly become dangerous. This is especially true for pets with neurological
conditions, who may be more vulnerable to overheating and heat-related complications. At SCAN,
we know that keeping your pet safe and comfortable is your top priority. Here's how you can help
your pet stay cool and healthy during the Florida heat, with special care tips for pets facing
neurological challenges.

Why Neurological Pels Are al Greater Risk in the Heal

Pets with neurological conditions may have:

e Impaired mobility, making it harder to seek out cooler areas or move out of the sun.

e Difficulty regulating body temperature due to nervous system dysfunction.

e Seizure disorders, which can be triggered or worsened by overheating.

e Medications that affect hydration or heat tolerance.
Because of these factors, it's crucial to take extra steps to protect them from Florida's intense heat
and humidity.

Tips to keep Your Pet Cool and Safe

1. Limit Outdoor Time 2. Provide Shady, Cool Spaces

Avoid walks or outdoor play during peak heat Always make sure your pet has access to shady
hours (10 AM - 4 PM). Early mornings and spots, air-conditioned rooms, or cooling mats.
evenings are the safest times for fresh air and Never leave them outside unsupervised, even
light exercise. for a few minutes in the heat.
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3. Stay Hydrated

Keep fresh, cool water readily available at all
times. Consider adding ice cubes to their water
bowl or offering pet-safe frozen treats to
encourage hydration.

5. Watch for Signs of Overheating
Be vigilant for signs like:

e Excessive panting

e Drooling

e Weakness or staggering

e Vomiting

e Seizures
If you notice these signs, seek veterinary care
immediately. Neurological pets can deteriorate
quickly when overheated.

4. Use Cooling Products

Cooling vests, mats, and fans can provide
additional temperature relief. For pets with
mobility issues, ensure these items are easy to
access and comfortable to use.

6. Consult Your Neurology Team

Pets with neurological conditions may have
unigue needs or medication-related
sensitivities. Talk to your veterinary neurologist
about tailored summer safety strategies for
your pet.

Special Note: Transportation Safety

Never leave your pet in a parked car. Temperatures can become life-threatening in minutes. When

transporting a neurologically compromised pet, pre-cool your vehicle, use air conditioning, and

minimize time in the car whenever possible.

Your Partner in Neurological Pet Care

At SCAN, we're here to help your pet thrive, no matter the season. If you have questions about

keeping your pet cool or need personalized advice for your pet’'s neurological condition, don't

hesitate to contact us.

Lel's keep your pet safe. happy, and
comfortable all summer long.
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