
Nestled in the heart of Alabama, Birmingham balances rich history 
with modern momentum. Once known as the “Magic City” for its 
explosive growth, it has evolved into one of the South’s most vibrant 
metropolitan areas—where tree-lined neighborhoods meet 
revitalized downtown districts, and southern hospitality pairs with 
innovation.

From morning walks through Railroad Park to afternoons at 
the Botanical Gardens or evenings exploring the city’s food and arts 
scene, Birmingham offers an exceptional quality of life built on 
community, creativity, and growth.

At the heart of this region is Veterinary Specialists of Birmingham 
(VSB), a premier emergency and specialty hospital serving pets and 
their families throughout central Alabama. VSB provides 24/7 
emergency and critical care alongside advanced specialties, 
including surgery, internal medicine, and diagnostic imaging. 
Equipped with state-of-the-art facilities and led by a compassionate, 
expert team, VSB is where cutting-edge medicine meets heartfelt 
care.

Here, you’re not just joining a hospital—you’re joining a 
purpose-driven team dedicated to saving lives, advancing medicine, 
and making a difference in the community every day.

W HERE SOU T HERN CHARM MEE T S OPPOR T UNI T Y

WELCOME TO

AL ABAMA
BIRMINGHAM



Birmingham delivers big-city opportunity at a small-city price. The 
cost of living is roughly 13% lower than the national average, with 
housing, transportation, and essentials all well below U.S. norms. 
Birmingham offers professionals and families a chance to enjoy a 
comfortable lifestyle without compromise.

MA JOR ACCOL ADES FOR

BIRMINGHAM

COST OF LIVING

Top 100 Best Places to Live (2024) – U.S. 
News & World Report recognized 

Birmingham for its affordability, quality of 
life, and growing job market.

South’s Best Cities (2024) – Ranked 
by Southern Living for its food, cultural 
diversity, and downtown revitalization.

Most Affordable Metros in America – 
Highlighted by the New York Post for low 
cost of living and strong public services.

One of the South’s Hottest Food 
Cities – Food & Wine Magazine praised 

its mix of award-winning chefs and 
local favorites.

• Median Home Price: ~$528K – Among the most 
affordable major metros in the nation

• Housing Costs: ~24% lower than the U.S. average

• Transportation: Low fuel costs and short commutes 
keep life simple

• Groceries & Healthcare: Consistently below national 
averages



Education in the Birmingham area is among the strongest in the state, 
offering a blend of high-performing public districts, innovative magnet 
programs, and respected private and faith-based schools. Families 
here have access to outstanding academic opportunities from 
elementary through university.

LOCAL SCHOOLS

• Inverness Elementary School – Recognized for academic 
excellence, student engagement, and community involvement.

• Greystone Elementary School – Emphasizes foundational 
skills, creativity, and family participation in learning.

• Oak Mountain Elementary School – Known for a nurturing 
environment and strong focus on STEM and literacy.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

• Chelsea Middle School – Highly rated for academics and 
extracurricular engagement.

• Oak Mountain Middle School – Offers advanced coursework, 
competitive athletics, and leadership opportunities.

• Berry Middle School (Hoover City Schools) – Innovative 
programs and a strong reputation for academic excellence.

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

• Alabama School of Fine Arts (ASFA) – A prestigious school 
offering advanced college-preparatory academics alongside 
specialized training in the arts and sciences

• Hoover High School – One of Alabama’s top public high schools, 
offering AP courses and championship athletics.

• Vestavia Hills High School – Consistently ranked among the 
state’s best, with a college-prep focus and robust 
extracurriculars.

• Oak Mountain High School – Emphasizes academic 
achievement, fine arts, and leadership development.

HIGH SCHOOLS

• University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) – Public research 
university nationally recognized for its programs in health 
sciences, engineering, and business.

• Samford University – Private Christian university offering strong 
programs in pharmacy, law, nursing, and the arts.

• Faulkner University – A private Christian university in 
Montgomery, Alabama, offering a faith-based education with 
strong programs in business, law, and the liberal arts.

NEARBY COLLEGES & UNIVERSI T IES



Birmingham offers lush landscapes and countless ways to explore 
the outdoors—from mountain biking to botanical gardens.

• Railroad Park – Downtown’s urban green space for concerts, 
fitness, and community events

• Red Mountain Park – 1,500 acres of trails, ziplines, and dog 
parks

• Birmingham Botanical Gardens – 67 acres of themed gardens, 
sculptures, and walking paths

• Oak Mountain State Park – Alabama’s largest state park, with 
10,000 acres of hiking and biking trails

• Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve – Wildlife sanctuary and 
one of the largest urban nature preserves in the U.S.

• Cahaba River Walk Park – Riverside walking paths and 
kayaking access

PARKS & OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES

TOP LOCAL

RESTAURANTS

• Bottega – Frank Stitt’s iconic restaurant 
offering elevated Southern and 
Mediterranean cuisine

• Helen – Modern fine dining spotlighting 
Alabama ingredients

• Niki’s West – Classic Southern 
cafeteria-style dining, a local institution

• Saw’s BBQ – Beloved for its smoky pulled 
pork and Southern sides

Birmingham’s food scene is celebrated across 
the South for its creativity and soul. Whether 
you prefer upscale dining or local barbecue, 
there’s something for every palate.

DESSERT
DESTINATIONS

• Milky Way Brownie Bar – Decadent brownies 
with creative toppings

• Bendy’s Cookies & Cream – Custom cookie 
sandwiches and ice cream

• Cannella Gelato – Authentic small-batch 
Italian gelato

• Big Spoon Creamery – Gourmet ice cream 
made from locally sourced ingredients

Sweet finishes are a Birmingham tradition:



Culture thrives in Birmingham—from live music and sports to history and innovation.

• Birmingham Museum of Art – One of the 
South’s premier art museums

• Birmingham Civil Rights Institute – 
National landmark chronicling the Civil 
Rights Movement

• Vulcan Park & Museum – Historic symbol 
overlooking the city

• Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum – The 
world’s largest motorcycle collection

• Southern Museum of Flight – Aviation 
history for all ages

• Birmingham Barons at Regions Field – 
Minor league baseball with skyline views

• Birmingham Stallions at Protective 
Stadium – Professional football excitement

• BJCC Legacy Arena – Concerts, 
performances, and major events

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
IN BIRMINGHAM

Families and professionals alike are drawn to Birmingham’s scenic suburbs—each offering a unique 
balance of charm, convenience, and community.

TOP LOCAL

SUBURBS FOR LIVING

• Mountain Brook – Elegant, tree-lined 
neighborhoods, excellent schools, and a 
strong community identity

• Vestavia Hills – Safe, family-friendly, with 
excellent schools and proximity to downtown

• Homewood – Walkable, welcoming, and filled 
with boutique shops and cafes

• Hoover, Trussville, and Helena – Family-first 
suburbs with spacious homes, great schools, 
and strong community ties



Veterinary Specialists of Birmingham (VSB) isn’t just a hospital—it’s a cornerstone of the 
community’s commitment to compassionate, advanced veterinary care.

As a 24/7 emergency and specialty center, VSB provides comprehensive services including:

• Emergency & Critical Care
• Surgery (Soft Tissue & Orthopedic)
• Internal Medicine
• Diagnostic Imaging (Ultrasound, CT, Digital Radiography)

The VSB team is built on collaboration, innovation, and compassion. Whether you’re advancing 
your clinical expertise or joining a team that truly values both people and pets, VSB offers a 
career grounded in purpose and growth—right in one of the South’s most exciting cities.

WHY

VETERINARY SPECIALISTS
OF BIRMINGHAM?

146 Resource Center Pkwy., Birmingham, AL 35242
205-967-9107  |  vsbham.com

https://www.facebook.com/vetspecialistsbirmingham/
https://www.instagram.com/vsbham/

