
ist.mas CauUo 
II 

Ifs beg-inning- lo look 21 lol like Chr-islm21s/ Rnd H21nukk21h/ This holid21-y se21son, 
-your home is sure lo be f'illed with f'un 21nd holid21-y cheer. It's imporl21nl 

lo consider -your pets' s21f'el-y when decor21ling- 21nd prep21!'ing- holid21-y me21ls. 
Here is 21 lisl of' Chrislm21s c21ulions f'or dog-s 21nd c21ls lo keep in mind. 

Decol'at.ions 
Many pets find holiday decorations very appealing. 

However, this can lead to various types of injuries. 

• Ornaments: Pets may think these are toys and ingest (eat)

them and/or choke on them. Glass ornaments can cause cuts on paws

as well as to the mouth and digestive tract, if swallowed. They can also

get stuck in the GI tract and need surgical removal.

• Tinsel/Ribbon/Garland/Wrapping Paper: Pets often find tinsel an---...

ribbon quite intriguing. This is especially true for cats. If ingested, any

of these items can get trapped in the intestines.

This requires immediate veterinary attention and can be life

threatening if not addressed.

• Potpourri: The festive scent can entice pets to investigate. Make sure

containers are covered or not accessible. If ingested, potpourri can

cause GI upset (vomiting and diarrhea).

• Christmas Tree Water: Many pets love to drink the water in

the tree stand. Be cautious if you use chemicals in the water to

preserve the life of your tree as these can be harmful to your pets.

Lig-ht.s/Candles/1:Jlecll'ical Coros 
The glow of lights and candles add a warm touch to dark, wintry 

nights. Our furry friends, however, may see things differently. 

• Candles or Fireplaces: Any type of flame candle or fire can cause

a burn risk to our furry friends.

• Wires/Electrical Cords: Pets may think lights or cords are toys. They

may chew them and experience an electrical shock, or create a fire

risk.

Pl'esent.s 
Some holiday gifts may contain parts that can be 

hazardous if swallowed. Be aware of small toys, 

batteries, and buttons. 
 



experience an emergency this 
holiday season, contact your primary care veterinarian or  
Red Bank Veterinary Hospital’s Hillsborough emergency  
location at (908) 359-3161.

Red Bank Veterinary Hospital wishes you and  
your family a happy and healthy holiday season.


