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wellness in view



dialogue between eras
A velvet conversation pit is one of many delightful anachronisms at a historic 
schoolhouse turned residence in Galway, Ireland, by Kingston Lafferty Design
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The first time Róisín Lafferty met the owners of a landmarked 
Georgian-style schoolhouse-turned-cool-house in coastal Galway, 
Ireland, they’d set out tea and fresh-baked treats in their cozy, little 
kitchen for the occasion. “There was a homey feel from the minute 
you stepped inside,” the Kingston Lafferty Design founder and 
creative director recalls. “They were a lovely, dynamic family of 
seven, quite young at heart and also a bit nostalgic.” The charming 
historic abode suited the residents’ personality, but it had issues, 
including outdated electrical wiring, no central air, and a single 
shower for all of them to share. A mishmash of rear-facing exten
sions and small service buildings that had been added over time 
also blocked garden views and the influx of natural light into the 
deep floor plate. “It felt very dark, and the configuration didn’t 
make great use of the space,” Lafferty says. “The clients loved the 
character of the house, but it just wasn’t working for them.”

A nearly five-year restoration, renovation, and redecoration 
effort ensued to expand the terrace house into a five-bedroom, 
four-bath residence. KLD collaborated with local firm Helena 
McElmeel Architects, which helped navigate the municipality’s 
strict conservation board and took the lead on structural work. 

The most forceful spatial modifications were made in the back of the property, where the updated kitchen now leads to  
a window-wrapped, skylight-capped modern addition housing an orangerie-style dining room (where a damp lean-to  
once stood) and a family lounge. An existing conservatory was also upgraded with new glazing to form a breakfast room, 
accessed via portals punched through the kitchen’s super-thick stone walls, their depths clad with green marble tile to 
annunciate the transition from old to new. 

Previous spread: A velvet-covered Hans Hopfer Mah Jong sofa cushions a poured-concrete conversation pit in the rear lounge addition of  
a century-old schoolhouse turned three-story residence in Galway, Ireland, with interiors by Kingston Lafferty Design. 

Top: A lean-to structure became the dining room, where a Thonet chair services a custom blackened-oak table and a Jan Cools acrylic on canvas 
hangs on the wall. Bottom, from left: In the front lounge, Jean-Marie Massoud’s Le Club armchair stands between custom lacquered built-ins, 
surrounding an existing but updated fireplace, and 1970’s Up & Up cocktail tables. The hatch between the kitchen and the reading room is original 
to the house, newly lined with green marble tile and framed by smoked-mirror panels. 

Opposite: Original encaustic mosaic flooring was refurbished in the entry hall and capped by a vintage Murano glass chandelier.
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