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Previous spread: A ployfully over-size Maison Dada pendant fixture hangs above the borrel-vault reading nook's
custom hanguette ond engineered-ook floor,

Clockwise, from top: Custom steel-and-glass partitions flank o portal to the dining area where an Eero Soarinen table
sits heneath Edizioni Design pendants. The formol living room features vintoge midcentury pieces and dark high-gloss
wall paint. An oak born door separates the lounge from the kitchen area
Opposite: The nook's arched end wall is completely filled by o mirror.
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Bolton Hall is a landmarked Geargian country
house in Rathfarnham, a suburb of Dublin. In
2015 the building and its 4 ¥4-acre grounds were
bought by Homeland, a real estate developer
that received permission to create 20 new luxury
residences on the site. After building 17 town-
houses, Homeland's principals, Aoife and Neil
Collins, turned their attention to the overgrown,
partial ruins of the estate’s original vaulted sta-
bles and adjacent paper mill, with the notion of
erecting three more units in and around the sur-
viving 200-year-old brick and granite structures.
To create the interiors for the largest of these
conversions—the two-story, 3,000-square-foot
Coach House—Homeland hired Kingston Lafferty
Design, a Dublin firm founded by Réisin Lafferty,
who had previously worked on one of the devel-
opment’s townhouses.

Happily, Lafferty was brought onto the project
early enough to collaborate with Ferreira Archi-
tects on fundamental decisions of layout, mate-
rials, and finishes. Among the signature gestures
she brought ta the four-bedroom house were her
frisky sense of color and irreverent brand of
modernism. “To me,” she says, “the layout of the
project was very much about creating an excit-
ing and unexpected journey that gives people
options for haw they circulate through it."

Overall, the design—a mix of restored and
newly built sections—is a study in balance. To
contrast with the rough-hewn walls and over-
arching barrel-vaults, Lafferty chose floors of
polished concrete, limed-oak parquet, and a
wide variety of tile. In the kitchen, she juxta-
posed new walls of polished plaster—which, =




Clockwise, from top: Italion geometric

poreelain tiles enfiven the wolls and floor
of a bothraom on the second floor. In the
kitchen area, the custam island—made of
Nero Marquino marble and lit by a French
‘50s~style twa-grm sconce—faces o new

wall finished in palished plaster. A wooden-

bead chandelier dominotes o guest
Bedroom. In o ehild's bedroom, Alessandro
Zambelli's porceloin pendant fixture lights
the headboord wall covered in grophic
Morocean tiles that beg to be colared in,
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she notes, “has an almost textural tonality
to it and feels soft to touch”—with an im-
posing island of Nero Marquina marble. To
define spaces, she subtly reined in the free
flow of rooms with custom portals of mild-
steel and rippled-glass. These industrial
elements, set in a preindustrial enviran-
ment, frame views that make moving from
one space to another an event. By introduc-
ing such refined architectural flourishes,
together with cosseting upholstered furni-
ture, Lafferty created an appealing equilib-
rium between the rigorous and the relaxed,
the masculine and the feminine, the old
and the new.

The decorator’s enthusiastic use of color
also governs how the house is experienced.
Apart from the kitchen/dining area, there
are two main common spaces in the resi-
dence: One is the formal living room in the
old section, the othera brighter lounge in
the new part. The former's walls are painted
adark “dirty teal,” applied over rough sand

and cement render, but in an unexpected
high-gloss finish. For the lighter lounge,
which can be closed off from the kitchen
with a large oak barn door, Lafferty de-
signed a lime-green velvet sofa to fit the
room’s ample dimensions. “We wanted it to
be strong yet whimsical,” she says. “Some
people were skeptical about a big piece in
such an assertive color, but I think it pulls
the space together.”

Lafferty also brought her love of tile to the
project. “People think of it as cold and hard,
for bathrooms and kitchens only,” she says.
“But I like itin living and dining spaces and
even in bedrooms.” In fact, she's used it in
various forms all over the house, from solid
and decorative Moroccan tiles made in the
traditional way to contemporary geometrics
that recall the groundbreaking ceramics of
Italian architect and designer Gio Ponti. She
covered an entire corner of the kitchen in
dark blue zellige tiles, which she also used on
a cantilevered bench and moisture-resistant

timber table that extends through accordion
windows onto a patio, maximizing the rela-
tionship between indoors and out.

Another of Lafferty’s personal obses-
sions is lighting, particularly over-size ceil-
ing fixtures. “The scale of most of the light
fittings is bold and playful,” she reports,
“but they're quite refined in themselves.”
A case in point: the Edizioni Design fixtures,
hanging like giant hoop earrings over the
dining table, are both enormous—3 feet in
diameter—and delicate. The ultimate shock-
star in this light galaxy, however, is a fantas-
tical Maison Dada pendant—a 5%-foot-
tall, bright-scarlet gobsmacker—suspended
above a rosy-pink custom banguette in the
barrel-vault reading nook.

The nook itself summarizes a lot of the
project’s design strategies. The banquette’s
felt upholstery softens, feminizes, and mod-
ernizes the space: the solid color not only
contrasts with the complex tonality of the
surrounding walls but—thanks to the =
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hue's distinctly 1970's vibe—also fast-forwards
the antigue brick- and stonework into the new
millennium. Lafferty covered the entire arched
end-wall of the barrel-vault space with mirror,
creating an infinity effect that makes the nook
seem endless. “We wanted to showcase the
arches as much as possible,” she says. “Clients
think big mirrors are too glitzy, but when they
fill a whole wall, they're quite invisible. They
just extend the space.”

As thoroughly appealing as the Coach
House looks, Lafferty is most gratified by the
way it feels. “It’s the nicest space I've ever
done,” she says. “I think I probably put a bit
of my heart into it. If T could have moved in
myself, [ would have.” o

PROJECT TEAM

BECKY RUSSELL, AMIRA AL SHATER: KINGSTON LAFFERTY
DESIGN. FERREIRA ARCHITECTS: ARCHITECT OF RECORD.
SMC GROUP: CONCRETE SCREED. MOORE O'GORMAN JOINERY:
WOODWORK. HOMELAND: GENERAL CONTRACTOR.

PRODUCT SOURCES
FROM FRONT MAISON DADA: PENDANT FIXTURE [READING
NOOK), PORTMARNOCK FURNISHINGS: CUSTOM BANQUETTE.
ATELIER ARETI: SCONCES. THE VINTAGE HUB: DINING
CHAIRS [FORMAL DINING AREA]. KNOLL THROUGH NEST:
DINING TABLE, EDIZIONI DESIGN THROUGH ARTEMEST:
PENDANT FIXTURES. CA DESIGN: SHELL CHAIR [LOUMGE]
ORIOR: CUSTOM SOFA. ARTEMEST: ROUND COFFEE TABLE.
BLUESUNTREE: METAL-WIRE SIDE TABLE. HABITAT: BLACK
SIDE TABLE. HERMAN MILLER THROUGH NEST: PENDANT
FIXTURES. IRUGS UK: VINTAGE PERSIAN RUG. ACQUIRED:
VINTAGE 50FA [LTVING ROOM). MID-CENTURY ONLINE:
VINTAGE TIERED BRASS COFFEE TABLE. INSCAPES DESIGN:
PENDANT FIXTURE. MADE: WOOL RUG [LIVING ROOM),
SCOMCES, PILLOWS [GUEST ROOM). VILLEROY & BOCH:
TOILET, BATHTUE [BATHROOM). ALAPE: SINK. PERONDA
THROUGH BEST TILE: FLOOR AND WALL TILE, SELETTI
THROUGH OUT THERE INTERIORS: PENDANT FIXTURE
[CHILD'S ROOM). OUT THERE INTERIORS: WOODEN-BEAD
CHANDELIER, LEATHER SIDE TABLE (GUEST ROOM]. THROUGH
BLUESUNTREE: GRAY THROW. THROUGH FERN LIVING: ROSE
THROW. BY LASSEN: OAK BAR STDOLS [KITCHEN AREA]
BLUESUNTREE: TWO-ARM SCONCE. ARMOURCOAT: POLISHED
WALL-PLASTER. HABITAT: CONCRETE STOOLS [INDDOR/
DUTDOOR DINING AREA). HICKEN LIGHTING: SCONCES.
MOSAIC FACTORY: BLUE ZELLIGE TILE. THROUGHOUT BEST
TILE: MOROCCAN ENCAUSTIC CEMENT TILE
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Left: Vivid zellige tile co

Top left: By extending the tiled table through the accordion window ente a patio, L
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Top right: The cement tile on the pontry floor recoll the geomet

ric designs of Gio Pant)
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