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State of the art and aims of the project  
Antimicrobials and drugs distributed in the environment are a risk for living beings. However, a major risk comes by 
endocrine disruptors, which alter the functionality of the endocrine system of organisms threating fertility, 
intelligence and, ultimately, survival of species. Organochlorine pesticides, dioxins, polychlorobiphenyls, 
brominated flame-retardants (BFRs), perfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs), are likely the most important. 
The need for data on the presence of contaminants in food is strong. After an in depth survey of international 
literature, we will get as much data as possible through gas or liquid chromatography tandem mass spectrometry 
analysis of different biological matrices from wild and farm animals. The results will be used to characterise the risk 
from dietary exposure and will be published in relevant scientific journals. Studies are now focused on antimicrobials, 
BFRs and PFASs, but the continuous updates about toxic effects makes unpredictable the substances that will be 
studied in the next years.  
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