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State of the art and aims of the project

The use of contrast enhanced magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) for detection of podothroclear apparatus injuries is
scarcely described. Enhanced MRI have been demonstrated, in few studies, to allow the differentiation of active from
chronic lesions and the classification of ambiguous ones. Notably, intrasynovial administration of contrast media
(CM) allows a more detailed evaluation of intrabursal adhesions, for which conservative treatments are unsuccessful
and different surgical approaches have been proposed. The research project includes the evaluation of the contrast-
enhanced MRI sensitivity in detection of podothroclear injuries, especially of the navicular bursa, following different
CM administration and the assessment of the effectiveness of the bursoscopic treatment in horses with intrabursal
lesions. The feasibility of a direct lateral ultrasound guided approach will be investigated. The final purpose is to
obtain a better diagnostic and therapeutic management in horses affected by palmar foot pain syndrome, not
responsive to conservative treatment.
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