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State	of	the	art	and	aim	of	the	study	
The	 anaesthesia	 and	 perioperative	 pain	 management	 service	 at	 the	 Veterinary	 Teaching	
Hospital	 (VTH)	 of	 The	 Faculty	 of	 Veterinary	 Medicine	 of	 Milan	 provides	 comprehensive	
anaesthetic	and	pain	management	for	all	species	with	concentration	on	the	common	domestic	
species.	
Patients	whit	chronic	pain	generally	require	higher	dosages	of	analgesic	drugs	than	patients	
with	acute	pain	and	are	more	likely	to	require	multimodal	analgesia	and	the	use	of	drugs	that	
are	 not	 traditionally	 considered	 analgesics	 Despite	 aggressive	 treatment,	 many	 patients	 in	
chronic	 pain	 state	 that	 their	 pain	 is	 actually	 never	 successfully	 relieved1.	 Because	 of	 the	
physiological	and	psychological	changes	brought	about	by	chronic	pain	states,	chronic	pain	has	
been	defined	as	a	disease	rather	than	just	a	symptom	of	a	disease	2-3.		
Aim	of	the	study	is	to	enrol	patients	affected	by	chronic	pain	in	order	to	create	a	database	that	
correlates	the	administrations	of	a	specific	analgesic	drugs	or	treatments	to	a	specific	subtypes	
of	chronic	pain.	
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