9 Jale Ajleas noA oym pasidins aq Aew
NOA °|I0S UMO JnoA Ojul }99 JasinoA jooudn, ‘ples
2ouo ays “Aoebo| umo Jay uo bunosjyey Auonuayine
pue abeinoo Jay yum ajdoad ssseunod padidsul
ays ‘sapunwwod oe|q pue Japuabsuely ay)
yjoq Joj Jaze|q|ied} anl} y "OJU0JO] UMOUMOP Ul IS
abuop £z Buioelb mou ssauay Jay Jo |einw e Ag
1s8q pajelisuowap Aepo) senunuod edwl JoH g/
10 abe ay} je Jaje| syuow ma} e Aeme passed pue
‘6L0Z Ul wnq|y |eouolsiH 1sag Jo} piemy Awwels)
9y} Jo} pajeulwou sem 8yg ‘suej jo uofelausb
M3U B 0} Jay pasnposul Aepp 18yj0 Auy, ABojoyjue
OSIP-OM} S, a1oer ‘210 Ul 49aJed Jay JO awl} SAljoe
Jsow 8y} Jaye sapedsq Jayjow Jay Joj aied 0}
sa|abuy SO 0} paAoW dYs pajeanal Jaje| ays ks
olignd 8y} WoJy PaysIUBA SPJOe[ ‘SSBJ0NS JaY JaPY

. awoy JnoA asooyd ued noA Ing ‘uloq
S| BUO BIBYM 9S00 Jouued dUQ, ‘Bunels ‘sjjiAyseN
ulr oepe jsioes e Buissauym Jaye epeue) 0}
panow Jaje| 8ys "plIyd B Se uans punolb usy pools
ays ‘“Ayuiuiwey onabojodeun pue sdouspyuod Jay
10} UMOUY| "Ylnog MoID Wi 8y} Ul pliyd suel) yoe|q
e se dn maib apjoer ‘eassauus] ‘S|IAUSEN Ul 0¥6L
ul ulog "seijlunwwod +p1997 pue 3oelg ay} yioq
Jo} Bupeaigpunosb sem aoussaid Joy pue ‘awn
ay} je sjsije suel) Ajluado ma} 8y} Jo BUO sem apjoer
‘ISIM] BAISJaAgNs ‘ploq e Buos ayy Buiaib Aeb wi|
jeyy 4oy |19} Addey wi| jey} 4oy |jaL, M| SOHA| yum
SOABM 9pEW 8YS 'S}eyd UeIpeue) ay} uo zZ ON
Y Aepp 1ayio Auy, Jo JBAOD |NYNOS S,8UBYS BBjOer
€961 UL — 8uads gy s,0luolol ul ainby buipes| v

aueys aTMder

gtmag.co
@otlitmug

Sources:

« transcanadastories.transistor.fm/episodes/inside-the-fruit-
machine-and-canada-s-Igbt-purge

- veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/people-and-stories/martine-

roy

- digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/rupert-raj-and-

« trans-activism-/rupert-raj-and-trans-activism-

« thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/rupert-raj

« digitaltransgenderarchive.net/col/3b5918923

« digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/npc/item/81

. canadorecollege.ca/about/the-canadore-story/pride-month-
loria-eshkibol

« humanrights.ca/author/albert-mcleod

« thunderheadmonument.ca/

« archives.uwinnipeg.ca/images/twospirit.jpg

« uwinnipeg.ca/awards-distinctions/honorary-doctorate/mcleod

« mmiwg2splus-
nationalactionplan.ca/eng/1670511213459/1670511226843

« museumoftoronto.com/collection/no-other-way-the-story-of-
jackie-shane

. nﬁr.org/sections/therecord/ZO17/‘I0/25/559775225/jackie-
shane-a-force-of-nature-who-disappeared-has-a-story-all-her-

own
« historicacanada.ca/productions/minutes/jackie-shane
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THE FRUIT MACHINE

“They said they had made a
mistake, that I was bein
dishonqurablg dischar%ed or
being a homosexual.

They gave me nine days.”
-Martirie ‘Roy
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June 2025

Hey [utie, weltcome to our pride pockethook,
The Fruit Muchine.

Fruit Machine describes a
slew of pseudoscientific tests
built in the 1960's, in a
systematic attempt to root out
queers from Canadian public
service. Developed by a Carleton
professor, the machine measured
pupil dilation when individuals
were forcibly exposed to erotic
photos of men and women, thereby
“exposing” their queerness.

The

Contrasting this dark chapter in
Canadian history, this issue
offers a window into some of the
queer and trans icons who fought
to change Canadian history for
the Dbetter, and continue to
advance 2SLGBTQI+ rights today.
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Martine Roy

Born in Montréal, Martine joined the Armed Forces
in 1983. She dated men and women, but was
warned to keep her boyfriend front and centre,
during a time which would come to be known as the
LGBT Purge. In this period, the government
identified and expelled queer people from the
military, the RCMP, and civil service. When Roy was
discovered, she suffered a “harsh and humiliating”
interrogation that ended with her admitting to her
lesbian relationships, and subsequent arrest.
During the Cold War, paranoia about communism
inspired a pervasive “Lavender Scare.” Believing
homosexuals had a “character weakness” and
could be easily blackmailed into telling national
secrets, the RCMP commissioned pseudoscientific
tests to identify homosexuals, amplifying witch
hunts for individuals like Roy until the 1990s. The
“Fruit Machine” was one such device. It is difficult to
quantify the number of people fired, demoted, or
forced to resign during the LGBT Purge. Many took
their own lives.

In 2016, Roy led a class action lawsuit that resulted
in an official apology from the Canadian
Government in 2017, a settlement of $145M, and
the establishment of the LGBT Purge Fund. The
Fund’s reconciliation and memorialization projects
include a national monument in Ottawa, and an
exhibition at the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights in Winnipeg. In 2024, Roy was appointed a
Member of the Order of Canada for her advocacy.
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How to Build The Fruit Machine
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