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~early 20 years in Republican poli-
tics and served from 1969-1974 in the 
Arizona Senate, was co-chairman of 
the Arizona Committee to Re-elect 
President Nixon in 1972. 

She is friendly with Goldwater 
and has met Reagan several times 
over the years, but did not campaign 
actively for Reagan in 1980 or 1976 
because she had already assumed a 
seat on the Arizona Superior Court 
in 1975. I 

The Arizona Bar Association gave 
her a 90 percent "excellent" rating 
in 1980 for her performance on tht 
appeals court since being appointee 
on Nov. 7,1979 by Gov. Bruce Babbitt. 

Goldwater said O'Connor's "tal-
ents go far beyond the legal and po 
litical fields. She has long been a 
leader in the Heard Museum one ol 
!he leading anthropological centen 
m the United States. She is devoted 
to nature and to the culture of our 
people." 

DeConcini once worked with 
O'Connor when she was an assistant 
state attorney general and urged 
Goldwater to recommend her to the 
President. DeConcini said she is "an 
outstanding lady, a Republican and 
she !alls into all the categories the 
pr~sident has suggested. There is an 
A~izonan on the bench now (Justice 
Wilham H. Rehnquist] so I doubt 
whether we'll have another one, but 
Sandra O'Connor is a really fine ju-
rist_, a good lawyer and a very conser-
vative Republican besides." 

She graduated in 1952 from the 
Sta_nford University Law School 
"with great distinctin". One of her 
classmates was Rehnquist. She also 
met her husband, John J. O'Connor 
III_, there and served as a deputy dis-
tnc_t a~torney in San Mateo, County, 
Calif., m 1952 and 1953 while her hus-
band finishedlaw school. 

The_ O'Connors then spent several 
years m West Germany where John 
O'Connor was serving in the Army's 
Judge Advocate General Corps. They 
r~turned to Arizona, where Mrs. 
0 Conn?r had grown up on a cattle 
ranch, m 19S8, and both went into 
private practice. In 1972 she also was 
named _"Womanof the Year" by the 
Adverttsmg Club of Phoenix an 
hon~r ~onsidered to be the the high• 
est c1v1c accolade in that city. 

Yet her record on the volatile is-
sues of abortion and ERAhas gen-

erated a substantial opposition 
among "pro-life" and "pro-family" 
g~oups. Dr. Carolyn Gerster of Phoe-
mx, former president of the Nation• 
al Right to Life Committee, said a 
StlJ:dY of O'Connor's record in the 
~r.1zona state senate showed that she 
1s m f~vor of abortion. A package of 
material that Gerster claims spells 
out that record was sent to the White 
House last night. 
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Legislative -records in Arizona in-
dicated that O'Connor, as a senator, 
once voted against a football stadi-
um bond issue that included a rider 
that would have barred free abor• 
tions at the University of Arizona 
Hospital. 

That vote was in 1974. Gerster re-
ported last night that there was an• 
other vote in 1974 in the state senate, 
on a bill to ask Congress to propose 
a constitutional amendment to over• 
turn the Supreme Court decision in 
favor of the right to abortion. 

Gerster said that, when the mea• 
sure got to the floor of the state sen-
ate, it had to have a majority among 
Republican senators, who were in 
the majority in that chamber. The 
measure obtained only a 9-9 tie, ac-
cording to Gerster. O'Connor was 
one of those voting against the pro-
posal, she said. 

Robert W. Tobin Jr., administra• 
tive assistant of the Ad Hoc Commit• 
tee in Defense of Life, said the 
campaign against O'Connor also was 
based on her support of the ERA. 

Records indicated that O'Connor 
was a member of a Senate committee 
that introduced a pro-ERA bill that 
never emerged from the panel, and 
that she was a personal co-sponsor 
of a proposal to submit the question 
of ratifying ERA to the voters of Ari• 
zona for their advice. 

That bill, which died in a commit• 
tee, was viewed as a pro-ERA maneu-
ver because the proposed 
constitutional amendment often 
fares better with voters at large than 
with their elected representatives. 

Arizona's legislature has not rati• 
fied the ERA. 

Paul Steiner, publicity director of 
the Planned Parenthood group in 
Phoenix, said yesterday that O'Con-
nor "was not involved" in the abor• 
tion controversy in Arizona. He said 
s~e had left the legislature by the 
time abortion and public financing 
of abortions became major issues. 

Steiner said it was his impression 
that O'Connor also was not an active 
supporter of the ERA. 

John Kolbe, political editor of the 
Phoenix Gazette, said that "in my • 
mind, she certainly doesn't have 
that image" of being pro-abortion or 
pro-ERA. 

He said his study of O'Connor's re-
cord in the legislature showed she 
~ay have taken a position on those 
issues, "but just barely. She does not 
have a public image as being a drum-
beater for ERA or abortion." 

Kolbe said the bills she had intro-
duced in the state senate showed she 
was primarily in favor of "good gov-
ernment" reform legislation. In his 
view, he said, her record was of a 
"moderate Republican, very 
thoughtful, very civic-minded." 

Washington Star Staff Writer Lisa 
Myers contributed to this report. 
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secretary, who was with the judge in 
Phoenix today. 

Saying she was "extremely happy 
and honored," the judge promised in 
a statement from Phoenix this after-
noonthat, if confirmed, she would do 
her "best to serve the court and this 
nation in a manner that will bring 
credit to the president, to my family 
and to all people of this great na-
tion." 

Attorney General William French 
Smith told reporters at the White 
House that the final decision was 
made yesterday. Reagan, who inter-
vi~wed O'Connor personally July 1, 

· said he would send a formal nomina-
tion to the Senate as soon as the FBI 
checks are completed. 

O'Connor would take the place of 
Justice Potter Stewart, who retired 
last Friday. She would make $88,700 
a year and would take her seat for 
the first time publicly when the 
court starts a new term Oct. S. 

On the bench, she will sit next to 
a fellow Arizonan and a former law 
school classmate, Justice William H. 
Rehnquist. 

Today, the judge was in her cham• 
bers in Phoenix, taking telephone 
calls and visiting with court aides 
according to White House aide Rous: 
sel. He said she was in her car going 
to the courthouse when Reagan ap-
peared on TV this morning to an-
nounce his choice. 

Earlier in the day, O'Connor 
"hardly got to eat her breakfast" -
scrambled eggs and orange juice -
because the telephone rang so often 
at her borne in Phoenix's Paradise 
Valley section, Roussel reported. 

He said she did not know when 
she would come to Washington. The 
judge would not comment on any 
controversy that might surround 
her nomination, he said, "because 
we do not want to preempt the nomi• 
nation process." 

O'Connor's name had been ac-
tiviely promoted by Sen. Barry Gold· 
water, R-Ariz., who four years ago 
urged her to leave the state bench 
to run for governor. 

Goldwater reportedly talked to 
the president about her on June 18 
the day Stewart announced he was 
r~t!ring. The senator also reportedly 
vlSlted the president at the White 
House last night, presumably to dis• 
cuss the final choice. 

Senate Judiciary Committee mem• 
ber Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz., as 
well as former House Republican Mi• 
nority Leader John J. Rhodes R· 
Ar~z., also had urged her 'ap-
pointment to the court. 

But the White House had come 
under extreme pressure over the 
last weekend from anti-abortion 
groups to drop O'Connor as a poten• 
tial nominee. 

Since Friday, scores of letters and 
!elegrams had poured in from var• 
1ous conservative groups de• 
nouncing O'Connor as being both 
for abortion and for the Equal Rights 
Am~ndment, according to a senior 
White House official. 

Although Reagan had said a nomi-
nee to replace Stewart need not 
agree with him on every issue, many 
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of those opposing O'Connor are try-
ing to hold Reagan to the letter of 
last year's Republican platform . The 
platform calls for appointment of 
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Court Barber 
Draws the line 

John Shaw is the last rem-
nant of the Supreme Court's 
191-year history as a male• 
only institution. 

Shaw is the court's barber. 
There is no beauty parlor and 
no beautician. 

But, asked today if he could 
cut future Justice Sandra · 
O'Connor's hair, he replied, 
"Yes, sir." 

If she wants her hair done 
more elaborately, however, 
she will have to go elsewhere. 
"I don't do permanents," Shaw 
said. 

The most important indica-
tor of maleness at the court 
was put to an end at 3 p.m. last 
Nov 14. That is when the 
court decided, after a secret 
discussion, to drop all refer• 
ences in opinions and other 
official orders to "Mr. Jus-
tice." 

The public first became 
aware of the change on the 
following Monday, when the 
court issued an opinion in the 
case of Dennis v. Sparks, writ• 
ten by "Justice White." 

The change reportedly was 
adopted in anticipation that, 
someday, a woman would be 
joining the brethren. 

Although the court has a 
gymnasium, it has not been 
segregated by sex. Women 
employers of the court have 
been having an exercise class 
there, and they have access to 
the showers. 

The bathrooms in the indi-
vidual justices' chambers are 
configured for unisex use. 

- Lyle Denniston 

of those opposing O'Connor were try-
ing to hold Reagan to the letter of 
last year's Republican platform. The 
platform calls for appointment of 
Judges who "respect traditional fam-
ily values and the sanctity of human 
life." 

In conservative code, that means 
judges who oppose the ERA and 
abortion. 

The Arizona Bar Association gave 
her a 90 percent "excellent" rating 
in .1980 for her performance on the 
appeals court since being appointed 
on Nov. 7, 1979 by Gov. Bruce Bab-
bitt. 

Her record on the volatile issues 
of abortion and ERA could be the 
only significant obstacle to her con• 
firmation. Dr. Carolyn Gerster of 
Phoenix, former president of the Na• 
tional Right to Life Committee, said 
a study of O'Connor's record in the 
Arizona state senate showed that she 
is in favor of abortion. A package of 
material that Gerster claims spells 
out that record was sent to the White • 
House last night. 

Today, Gerster said of O'Connor's 
choice: "I'm simply stunned. I still 
trust the president. I think he must 
have gotten some extremely bad 
counsel from those who are close to 
him." 

Legislative records in Arizona in• 
dicated that O'Connor, as a senator, 
once voted against a football stadi• 
um bond issue that included a rider 
that would have barred free abor• 
tions at the University of Arizona 
Hospital. 

That vote was in 1974. Gerster re-
ported last night that there was an• 
other vote in 1974 in the state senate, 
on a bill to ask Congress to propose 
a constitutional amendment to over-
turn the Supreme Court decision in 
favor of the right to abortion. 

Gerster said that, when the mea• 
sure got to the floor of the state sen• 
ate, it had to have a majority among 
18 Republican senators, who were in 
the majority in that chamber. The 
measure obtained only a 9-9 tie, ac• 

· cording to Gerster. O'Connor was 
one of those voting against the pro-
posal, she said. 

Robert W. Tobin Jr., administra• 
tive assistant of the Ad Hoc Commit• 
tee in Defense of Life, said the 
campaign against O'Connor also was 
based on her support of the ERA. 

Records indicated that O'Connor 
was a member of a Senate committee 
that introduced a pro-ERA bill that 

never emerged from the panel, and 
that she was a personal co-sponsor 
of a proposal to submit the question 
of ratifying ERA to the voters of Ari• 
zona for their advice. 

That bill, which died in a commit• 
tee, was viewed as a pro-ERA maneu-
ver because the proposed 
constitutional amendment often 
fa~es bet!er with voters at large than 
with their elected representatives . 

Arizona's legislature has not rati• 
fied the ERA. 

Paul Steiner, publicity director of 
the Planned Parenthood group in 
Phoenix, said yesterday that O'Con• 
nor "was not involved" in the abor• 
tion controversy in Arizona. He said 
s~e had le_ft the legislature by the 
time a~rt1on and publi~ financing 
of abortions became maJor issues. 

Steiner said it was his impression 
that O'Connor also was not an active 
supporter of the ERA. 

John Kolbe, political editor of the 
Phoenix Gazette, said that "in my 
mind, she certainly doesn't have 
that image" of being pro-abortion or 
pro-ERA. 

He said his study of O'Connor's re-
cord in the legislature showed she 
may have taken a position on those 
issues, "but just barely. She does not 
have a public image as being a drum-
beater for ERA or abortion." 

Kolbe said the bills she had intro-
duced in the state senate showed she 
was primarily in favor of "good gov-
ernment" reform legislation. In his 
view, he said, her record was of a 
"moderate Republican, very 
thoughtful, very civic-minded." 

O'Connor has been active for 
~early 20 years in Republican poli-
tics and served from 1969-1974 in the 
Arizona Senate. In 1972 she was co-
chairman of the Arizona Committee 
to Re-elect President Nixon. She is 
friendly with Goldwater and has met 
Reagan several times over the years. 

She graduated in 1952 from the 
Stanford University Law School 
"with great distinction". She met her 
husband, John J. O'Connor III, there 
and served as a deputy district attor-
ney in San Mateo, County, Calif., in 
19S2 and 1953 while her husband 
finishedlaw school. 

The O'Connors then spent several 
years in West Germany where John 
O'Connor was serving in the Army's 
Judge Advocate General Corps. They 
returned to Arizona, where Mrs 
O'Connor had grown up on a cattl~ 
ranch, in 1958, and both went into 
private practice. In 1972, she also was 
named _''~oman of the Year" by the 
Adverttsmg Club of Phoenix an 
hon~r ~onsidered t_o be the the high• 
est c1v1c accolade m that city. 

Washington Star Staff Writers Liss 
Myers and Roberts Hornig contri• 
buted to this report. 
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