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NATIONAL STATISTICS OPINIONS SURVEY - October 2010 Module MBR 

Cancer Awareness  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

Introself  

  

  

The next set of questions is about cancer awareness.  

(1)  Press <1> to continue  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_1M  

  

  

HThere are many warning signs and symptoms of cancer. Please name as many as you can think 

of.   

  

i@|Do not prompt except 'anything else'.   

@|Code all that apply  

SET [17] OF  

(1)  Lump/Swelling  

(2)  Pain  

(3)  Bleeding  

(4)  Cough/Hoarseness  

(5)  Change in bowel/bladder habits  

(6)  Difficulty swallowing  

(7)  Change in appearance of a mole  

(8)  Sore that does not heal  

(9)  Weight loss  

(10)  Tiredness/fatigue  

(11)  Nausea/sickness  

(12)  General unwellness  

(13)  Bruising  

(14)  Loss of appetite  

(15)  Blurred vision  

(16)  Feeling weak  

(17)  Nothing  

(18)  Don't know  

(19)  Other (please specify)  

(20) Blood in pee 

(21) Indigestion 

(22) Heartburn 

(23) Changes to breast (unspecified) 

(24) Changes to breast (specified e.g. nipple changes, rash, shape, size) 

(25) Blood in poo 

(26) Looser poo 

(27) Refused 



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: Other IN MBR_1M  

MBR_Spec1  

  

  

Please specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: Nothing IN MBR_1M  

MBR_1M.CARDINAL = 1  

You cannot use 'Nothing' alongside other codes  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: DontK IN MBR_1M  

MBR_1M.CARDINAL = 1  

You cannot use 'Don t know' alongside other codes  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2  

  

  

The following may or may not be warning signs for cancer. We are interested in your opinion.  

(1)  Press <1> to continue  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2a  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think an unexplained lump or swelling could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2b  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think persistent unexplained pain could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2c  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think unexplained bleeding could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2d  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think a persistent cough or hoarseness could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2e  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think a persistent change in bowel or bladder habits could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2f  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think persistent difficulty swallowing could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2g  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think a change in the appearance of a mole could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2h  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think a sore that does not heal could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_2i  

  

NBR1   

HDo you think unexplained weight loss could be a sign of cancer?  

(1)  Yes it could  

(2)  No it could not  

(3)  Don't know/not sure  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_3  

  

  

HIf you had a symptom you thought might be a sign of cancer how soon would you contact 

your doctor to make an appointment to discuss it?   

  

i@|Do not prompt.  

(1)  1-3 days  

(2)  4-6 days  

(3)  1 week  

(4)  2 weeks  

(5)  1 month  

(6)  6 weeks  

(7)  3 months  

(8)  6 months  

(9)  12 months  

(10)  Never  

    

(11)  Don't know (Spontaneous Only)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4  

  

  

Sometimes people put off going to see the doctor, even when they have a symptom that they 

think might be serious. Could you say if any of these might put you off going to the doctor?  

(1)  Press <1> to continue  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4a  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if the following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HI would be too embarrassed  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4b  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HI would be too scared  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4c  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HI would be worried about wasting the doctor's time  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4d  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HMy doctor would be difficult to talk to  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4e  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HIt would be difficult to make an appointment with my doctor  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4f  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HI would be too busy to make time to go to the doctor  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4g  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HI have too many other things to worry about  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4h  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HIt would be difficult for me to arrange transport to the doctor's surgery  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4i  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HI would be worried about what the doctor might find  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4j  

  

NBR2   

(Could you say if following reason might put you off going to the doctor)   

HI wouldn't feel confident talking about my symptoms with the doctor  

(1)  Yes often  

(2)  Yes sometimes  

(3)  No  

(4)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_4k  

  

  

HIs there anything else that might put you off going to the doctor?   

  

Prompt - anything else?  

  

(1)  No  

(2)  Yes (please specify)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_4k = Yes  

MBR_Spec2  

  

  

Please specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_5M  

  

  

HWhat things do you think affect a person's chance of developing cancer?   

  

i@|Do not prompt except 'anything else'   

@|Code all that apply  

SET [25] OF  

(1)  Smoking  

(2)  Exposure to another person's cigarette smoke (passive smoking)  

(3)  Drinking alcohol  

(4)  Diet (unspecified)  

(5)  Not eating enough fruit and vegetables  

(6)  Eating red or processed meat  

(7)  A high fat diet  

(8)  A low fibre diet  

(9)  Food additives  

(10)  Being overweight  

(11)  Being underweight  

(12)  Not doing enough exercise/physical activity  

(13)  Older age  

(14)  Family history/having a close relative with cancer/Hereditary  

(15)  Genes/genetics  

(16)  Infection with viruses (Unspecified/Other)  

(17)  Infection with HPV (human papillomavirus)  

(18)  Having many sexual partners  

(19)  Taking HRT/the (contraceptive) pill  

(20)  Getting sunburnt/exposure to the sun  

(21)  Living near power lines  

(22)  Pollution  

(23)  Radiation  

(24)  Stress  

(25)  Nothing  

(26)  Don't know  

(27)  Other (please specify)  

(28)  Radon 

(29)   Pesticides 

(30) Deodorants 

(31)  Shift working 

(32)  Mobile phones 

(33)  Sunbeds 

(34)  Refused 

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: Other IN MBR_5M  

MBR_Spec3  

  

  

Please Specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  



WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: Nothing IN MBR_5M  

MBR_5M.CARDINAL = 1  

You cannot use 'Nothing' alongside other codes  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: DontK IN MBR_5M  

MBR_5M.CARDINAL = 1  

You cannot use 'Don't Know' alongside other codes  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6  

  

  

These are some of the things that can increase a person's chance of developing cancer. How 

much do you agree that each of these can increase a person's chance of developing cancer?  

(1)  Press <1> to continue  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6a  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HSmoking any cigarettes at all?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6b  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HExposure to another person's cigarette smoke?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6c  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HDrinking more than 1 unit of alcohol a day?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6d  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HEating less than 5 portions of fruit and vegetables a day?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6e  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HEating red or processed meat once a day or more?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6f  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HBeing overweight / having a body mass index or BMI over 25?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6g  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HGetting sunburnt more than once as a child?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6h  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HBeing over 70 years old?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6i  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HHaving a close relative with cancer?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6j  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HInfection with HPV (Human Papillomavirus)?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_6k  

  

NBR3   

(How much do you agree that this can increase a person's chance of developing cancer)   

HDoing less than 30 minutes of moderate physical activity 5 times a week?  

(1)  Strongly disagree  

(2)  Disagree  

(3)  Not sure  

(4)  Agree  

(5)  Strongly agree  

    

(6)  Don't Know (Spontaneous only)  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_7  

  

NBR4   

HLooking at the options on the card, Who do you think is most likely to develop cancer?  

(1)  Someone in their twenties  

(2)  Someone in their thirties  

(3)  Someone in their forties  

(4)  Someone in their fifties  

(5)  Someone in their sixties  

(6)  Someone in their seventies  

(7)  Someone in their eighties  

(8)  Cancer is unrelated to age  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_8a  

  

  

HWhat do you think is the most common cancer in women?   

  

i@|Please do not prompt  

(1)  Bladder  

(2)  Bowel/Colorectal/Colon  

(3)  Brain  

(4)  Breast  

(5)  Cervical  

(6)  Leukaemia  

(7)  Liver  

(8)  Lung  

(9)  Lymphoma  

(10)  Ovarian  

(11)  Pancreatic  

(12)  Skin  

(13)  Stomach  

(14)  Throat  

(15)  Uterus/Womb/Endometrial  

(16)  Other (please specify)  

    

(17)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_8a = Other  

MBR_Spec4  

  

  

Please specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_8b  

  

  

HWhat do you think is the second most common cancer in women?   

  

i@|Please do not prompt  

(1)  Bladder  

(2)  Bowel/Colorectal/Colon  

(3)  Brain  

(4)  Breast  

(5)  Cervical  

(6)  Leukaemia  

(7)  Liver  

(8)  Lung  

(9)  Lymphoma  

(10)  Ovarian  

(11)  Pancreatic  

(12)  Skin  

(13)  Stomach  

(14)  Throat  

(15)  Uterus/Womb/Endometrial  

(16)  Other (please specify)  

    

(17)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_8b = Other  

MBR_Spec5  

  

  

Please specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_8c  

  

  

HWhat do you think is the third most common cancer in women?   

  

i@|Please do not prompt  

(1)  Bladder  

(2)  Bowel/Colorectal/Colon  

(3)  Brain  

(4)  Breast  

(5)  Cervical  

(6)  Leukaemia  

(7)  Liver  

(8)  Lung  

(9)  Lymphoma  

(10)  Ovarian  

(11)  Pancreatic  

(12)  Skin  

(13)  Stomach  

(14)  Throat  

(15)  Uterus/Womb/Endometrial  

(16)  Other (please specify)  

    

(17)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_8c = Other  

MBR_Spec6  

  

  

Please specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: (MBR_8a <> Other) AND (MBR_8a <> DontK)  

MBR_8a <> MBR_8b  

You cannot choose the same option twice  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: (MBR_8b <> Other) AND (MBR_8b <> DontK)  

MBR_8b <> MBR_8c  

You cannot choose the same option twice  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: (MBR_8a <> Other) AND (MBR_8a <> DontK)  

MBR_8a <> MBR_8c  

You cannot choose the same option twice  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_9a  

  

  

HWhat do you think is the most common cancer in men?   

  

i@|Please do not prompt  

(1)  Bladder  

(2)  Bowel/Colorectal/Colon  

(3)  Brain  

(4)  Kidney  

(5)  Leukaemia  

(6)  Liver  

(7)  Lung  

(8)  Pancreatic  

(9)  Prostate  

(10)  Skin  

(11)  Stomach  

(12)  Testicular  

(13)  Throat  

(14)  Other (please specify)  

    

(15)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_9a = Other  

MBR_Spec7  

  

  

Please specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_9b  

  

  

HWhat do you think is the second most common cancer in men?   

  

i@|Please do not prompt  

(1)  Bladder  

(2)  Bowel/Colorectal/Colon  

(3)  Brain  

(4)  Kidney  

(5)  Leukaemia  

(6)  Liver  

(7)  Lung  

(8)  Pancreatic  

(9)  Prostate  

(10)  Skin  

(11)  Stomach  

(12)  Testicular  

(13)  Throat  

(14)  Other (please specify)  

    

(15)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_9b = Other  

MBR_Spec8  

  

  

Please specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_9c  

  

  

HWhat do you think is the third most common cancer in men?   

  

i@|Please do not prompt  

(1)  Bladder  

(2)  Bowel/Colorectal/Colon  

(3)  Brain  

(4)  Kidney  

(5)  Leukaemia  

(6)  Liver  

(7)  Lung  

(8)  Pancreatic  

(9)  Prostate  

(10)  Skin  

(11)  Stomach  

(12)  Testicular  

(13)  Throat  

(14)  Other (please specify)  

    

(15)  Don't know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_9c = Other  

MBR_Spec9  

  

  

Please specify - record verbatim  

STRING[255]  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: (MBR_9a <> Other) AND (MBR_9a <> DontK)  

MBR_9a <> MBR_9b  

You cannot choose the same option twice  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: (MBR_9b <> Other) AND (MBR_9b <> DontK)  

MBR_9b <> MBR_9c  

You cannot choose the same option twice  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: (MBR_9a <> Other) AND (MBR_9a <> DontK)  

MBR_9a <> MBR_9c  

You cannot choose the same option twice  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_10a  

  

  

As far as you are aware, is there an NHS breast cancer screening programme?  

(1)  Yes  

(2)  No  

(3)  Don't Know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_10a = Yes  

MBR_10b  

  

  

At what age are women first invited for breast cancer screening?   

  

i@|Record age verbatim or code as don't know  

0..120  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_10a = Yes  

(MBR_10b > 9) AND (MBR_10b < 91)  

This age seems unlikely please check  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_10c  

  

  

As far as you are aware, is there an NHS cervical cancer screening programme, i.e. smear tests?  

(1)  Yes  

(2)  No  

(3)  Don't Know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_10c = Yes  

MBR_10d  

  

  

At what age are women first invited for cervical cancer screening?   

  

i@|Record age verbatim or code as don't know  

0..120  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_10c = Yes  

(MBR_10d > 9) AND (MBR_10d < 91)  

This age seems unlikely please check  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_10i  

  

  

As far as you are aware, is there an NHS bowel cancer screening programme?  

(1)  Yes  

(2)  No  

(3)  Don't Know  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_10i = Yes  

MBR_10j  

  

  

At what age are people first invited for bowel cancer screening?   

  

i@|Record age verbatim or code as don't know  

0..120  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: MBR_10i = Yes  

(MBR_10j > 9) AND (MBR_10j < 91)  

This age seems unlikely please check  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

Intro2  

  

  

Please answer the next question using the laptop. Read the question and follow the instructions 

on the screen. Please ask me if you need any help in using the laptop.  

(1)  Proceed to introduction of self-completion  

(2)  Skip self-completion  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: Intro2 = SCCont  

Pract1  

  

  

This is the first time I have used a computer  

   

  

Type the number that applies and then press Enter (the key with the yellow sticker).  

(1)  Yes  

(2)  No  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: Intro2 = SCCont  

Pract2  

  

  

On which days of the week do you watch television?   

  

Type the number of each answer that applies, pressing the space bar between each one. Then 

press Enter (the key with the yellow sticker).  

SET [9] OF  

(1)  Monday  

(2)  Tuesday  

(3)  Wednesday  

(4)  Thursday  

(5)  Friday  

(6)  Saturday  

(7)  Sunday  

(8)  I do not have a television/Don't watch the television  

(9)  I mostly only listen to the radio  

ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

MBR_11  

  

  

Have you, anyone in your family or friends had cancer?   

  

i@|Code all that apply  

SET [6] OF  

(1)  You  

(2)  Your Partner  

(3)  Close family member  

(4)  Other family member  

(5)  Close friend  

(6)  Other friend  

(7)  None of these  

(8)  Prefer not to say  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: None IN MBR_11  

MBR_11.CARDINAL = 1  

You cannot use 'None of these' alongside other codes  

WARN IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: Ref IN MBR_11  

MBR_11.CARDINAL = 1  

You cannot use 'Prefer not to say' alongside other codes  



ASK IF: DMHSIZE >= 1  

AND: Intro2 = SCCont  

Selfend  

  

  

Thank you.    

  

Please type 1 and press enter. Then hand the laptop back to the interviewer to finish the survey.  

(1)  Press <1> to continue  

 

 
 


