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Key insights

e There are around 170,000 cancer deaths in the UK every year (2022-24). In
females there are around 79,300 cancer deaths each year, and in males
there are around 90,600 deaths each year.

o Almost three-fifths (57%) of all cancer deaths in the UK are in people aged
75 and over, and the highest mortality rates are in people aged 90+ (2022-
24).

e Cancer remains the leading cause of death in the UK, accounting for 26% of
all deaths in 2024.

e Over the past 50 years, UK cancer mortality rates have fallen by almost a
quarter (23%) — from 326.5 deaths per 100,000 people in 1971-73 to 251.4 per
100,000 people in 2022-24. Over the last decade alone, rates have fallen by
around a tenth (11%).

e However, despite this decline in the rate of cancer deaths, the number of
deaths due to cancer has increased to a record high of around 170,000 in
2024. This is largely due to the growing and aging UK population, and the
fact that cancer is more frequently diagnosed in older people.

e Lung, bowel, prostate, and breast cancers accounted for more than 4in 10
(44%) cancer deaths in 2022-24, with lung cancer alone accounting for
around 1in 5 (19%) cancer deaths.

e Please find our 2022-24 UK cancer mortality statistics on our Cancer
Statistics Data Hub



https://crukcancerintelligence.shinyapps.io/CancerStatsDataHub/_w_a009df3ed94644dc87fa8036159635a8/?_inputs_&nav=%22Mortality%20Breakdowns%20and%20Trends%22&app_select_CancerSite=%22All%20Cancers%20Combined%22&app_select_Country=%22United%20Kingdom%22
https://crukcancerintelligence.shinyapps.io/CancerStatsDataHub/_w_a009df3ed94644dc87fa8036159635a8/?_inputs_&nav=%22Mortality%20Breakdowns%20and%20Trends%22&app_select_CancerSite=%22All%20Cancers%20Combined%22&app_select_Country=%22United%20Kingdom%22

All cancers combined

Overall, cancer mortality rates have fallen by 11% in the UK over the last decade
(Figure 1). Rates in females are significantly lower than those in males and have
decreased by 10%, and rates in males have decreased by 13%. Despite the gap in
cancer mortality rates between males and females narrowing, males continue to
have more deaths from cancer than females with 90,600 deaths in the UK each
year compared with 79,300 in females (2022-24).

Figure 1: All Cancers (C00-C97), European Age-Standardised Mortality Rates per
100,000 Persons, UK, 1971-2024
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The number and rate of cancer deaths increase with age. Each year almost three-
fifths (57%) of all cancer deaths are in people aged 75 and over (2022-24) (Figure
2). The highest number of cancer deaths occur in the 75-79 age group for both
males and females (around 16,800 and 13,600 deaths respectively, 2022-24), with
numbers declining after this peak due to the size of the population decreasing. In
contrast, mortality rates continue to rise with age, with the highest cancer mortality
rates in the UK in people aged 90+.

For people aged 30-54 mortality rates are higher in females than in males, but
from age 55 onwards rates are higher in males. These age differences in cancer
mortality between males and females largely reflect differences in cancer
incidence by age.



Figure 2: All Cancers (C00-C97) Average Number of Deaths per Year and Age-
Specific Mortality Rates per 100,000 Females and Males, UK, 2022-2024
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Cancers compared

Overall cancer mortality rates have declined in the UK over the last decade and this
trend is reflected by most cancer sites (Table 1). Some of the biggest decreases in
mortality rates in the past decade are seen in stomach, lung, and ovarian cancer:

O

Stomach cancer mortality rates have decreased by 34% (from 8.1 per 100k in
2012-14, to 5.4 per 100k in 2022-24). There are now around 3,600 stomach
cancer deaths in the UK every year.

Lung cancer mortality rates have decreased by 22% (from 62.1 per 100k in
2012-14, to 48.6 per 100k in 2022—24). There are now around 32,800 lung
cancer deaths in the UK every year.

Ovarian cancer mortality rates have decreased by 19% (from 13.2 per 100k in
2012-14 t0 10.7 per 100k in 2022—24). There are now around 3,900 ovarian

cancer deaths in the UK every year.

However, some other cancer sites have seen increases in mortality rate over the
same period, for example:

@)

Non-melanoma skin cancer mortality rates have risen by 43% (from 1.2 per
100k in 2012-14, to 1.7 per 100k in 2022—24). There are now around 1,200 non-
melanoma skin cancer deaths in the UK every year.

Small intestine cancer mortality rates have risen by 41% (from 0.8 per 100k in
2012-14, to 1.1 per 100k in 2022-24). There are now around 740 small intestine
cancer deaths in the UK every year.

Anal cancer mortality rates have risen by 39% (from 0.6 per 100k in 2012-14, to
0.8 per 100k in 2022-24). There are now around 530 anal cancer deaths in the

UK every year.

The increase in mortality rate for these cancer sites reflect increasing incidence
rates over the same time period.



Table 1: The 10 Most Common Causes of Cancer Death, Percentage Change in

European Age-Standardised Mortality Rates (ASMR), UK, 2012-2014 to 2022-2024

tumours

Cancer Sex 2012-2014 2022-2024 Percentage
ASMR ASMR change
Lung Male 76.9 55.3 -28.1%
Female 51.1 43.3 -15.2%
Bowel Male 35.2 32.2 -8.5%
Female 223 21.3 -4.2%
Prostate Male 48.4 43.] -1.0%
Breast Female 35.5 30.4 -14.5%
Pancreas Male 16.9 16.9 -
Female 13.6 13.6 -
Cancer of Male 20.1 15.7 -21.6%
Unknown Female 16.7 13.6 -18.2%
Primary
Oesophagus | Male 204 18.0 -11.5%
Female 1.7 6.4 -16.8%
Liver Male 1.2 12.7 +13.4%
Female 6.0 6.8 +13.8%
Bladder Male 15.2 13.9 -8.3%
Female 5.2 4.9 -6.1%
Brain, Other Male 10.6 10.0 -6.1%
::::rsc;:::\ial Female 7.3 6.7 -7.9%




Common cancers

Lung cancer is the most common cause of cancer death for both males and
females in the UK and accounts for around 1in 5 (19%) of all cancer deaths (2022-
24). More than half (54%) of lung cancer deaths are in people aged 75 and over,
reflecting both the growing and aging UK population but also the impact of long-
term exposure to risk factors such as smoking.

There has been a decrease in lung cancer mortality over time, with rates falling by
around a fifth (22%) over the past decade, but this has been driven mostly by
falling rates in males (Figure 3). While lung cancer mortality rates are significantly
lower in females than in males, rates have fallen by more than a quarter (28%) over
the last decade in males, but only by 15% in females. This reflects an increase in
lung cancer incidence in females over the past decade, while rates in males
decreased, as well as improvements in lung cancer survival.

Figure 3: Lung Cancer (C33-C34), European Age-Standardised Mortality Rates
per 100,000 Persons, UK, 1971-2024
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Bowel cancer is the second most common cause of cancer death in the UK,
accounting for 10% of all cancer deaths (2022-24). Around three-fifths (59%) of
bowel cancer deaths are in people aged 75 and over. There has been a decrease
in bowel cancer mortality over time, with rates falling by 6% over the past decade
(Figure 4).

Figure 4: Bowel Cancer (C18-C20), European Age-Standardised Mortality Rates
per 100,000 Persons, UK, 1971-2024
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Prostate cancer is the third most common cause of cancer death overall, but the
second leading cause for males, accounting for 14% of all male cancer deaths in
the UK (2022-24). Prostate cancer has an older age profile than most other
cancers, with more than three-quarters (77%) of prostate cancer deaths occurring
in males aged 75 and over. There has been a decrease in prostate cancer mortality
rates over time, with rates falling by around a tenth (11%) over the past decade
(Figure 5). Despite this, there were around 12,300 prostate cancer deaths in 2022-
24, the highest on record, reflecting increasing incidence rates.

Figure 5: Prostate Cancer (C61), European Age-Standardised Mortality Rates per
100,000 Men, UK, 1971-2024
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Breast cancer is the fourth most common cause of cancer death overall, but the
second leading cause for females, accounting for 14% of all female cancer deaths
in the UK (2022-24). While around half (51%) of breast cancer deaths are in people
aged 75 and over, more than a fifth (23%) occur in people aged 50-64, and almost
a tenth (8%) in people aged under 50. There has been a decrease in breast cancer
mortality rates over time, with rates falling by 14% in females over the past decade
to a rate of 30 per 100k females, the lowest breast cancer mortality rate on record
(Figure 6).

Figure 6: Breast Cancer (C50), European Age-Standardised Mortality Rates per
100,000 Persons, UK, 1971-2024
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Appendix

Table 1: All Cancers (C00-C97), Annual Average Number of Deaths and European Age-Standardised Rates per 100,000 Population, UK, 2022-2024

England Scotland Wales Northern Ireland United Kingdom
Females Deaths 64,918 7,934 4,279 2,218 79,349
Crude Rate 220.2 280.9 265.6 2276 227.4
ASR 209.3 2523 226.6 226.8 214.3
ASR 95% LCI 208.4 249.] 2227 2214 2134
ASR 95% UCI 210.2 255.5 230.5 2323 215.2
Males Deaths 74,736 8,658 4,908 2,428 90,630
Crude Rate 263.8 320.5 316.7 256.9 270.6
ASR 296.4 340.8 314.2 307.2 301.3
ASR 95% LCI 295.1 336.6 3091 300.2 300.1
ASR 95% UCI 297.6 345.0 319.2 314.3 3024
Persons Deaths 139,654 16,492 9,187 4,646 169,979
Crude Rate 2416 30011 290.6 242.0 248.6
ASR 246.5 289.8 264. 261.2 251.4
ASR 95% LCI 245.7 287.2 261.0 256.9 250.7
ASR 95% UCI 2472 2923 267.3 265.6 2521
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