Dorothy Knapp video transcript
Narrator: You are looking at a photograph of the first ever burial, a photograph that was taken right about where you’re standing.

News reader: 

Friends of Mr. Albert C Knapp are respectfully invited to follow the remains of his dearly beloved daughter, Dorothy Gladys, to the place of interment, the Municipal Cemetery. Fawkner. The funeral will leave 31 Sydney Road, Brunswick, on Monday, 10th of December, 1906, at ten o’clock am. John Allison, Undertaker and Embalmer, Sydney Road, Brunswick, Telephone 1105.’

Family Notices, December 8, 1906, The Age.

Narrator: Fawkner Memorial Park is the largest and most diverse cemetery in Australia, covering 10.3 hectares in the older section with a further 93.3 hectares at the adjacent Northern Memorial Park.

By 1899 it was clear that the northern suburbs of Melbourne needed a cemetery of their own. The Northern Suburbs Cemetery Act, 1904, Number 1952, authorised the Melbourne City Council, as well as the towns of North Melbourne, Essendon, Brunswick, Borough of Flemington and Kensington, and the Shires of Coburg and Broadmeadows to acquire and hold land to be used as a cemetery.

In 1906, the Municipal Cemetery, then named the New Melbourne Cemetery at Fawkner, commenced operations. Dorothy Gladys Knapp, the daughter of an assistant stationmaster at Brunswick, died on August 19, 1906. Her body was embalmed and finally buried according to Catholic rites on the 10th of December 1906.

Her obituary read ‘Dorothy Gladys, the dearly beloved second eldest daughter of A.C. and M. Knapp, aged four years and eleven months. Our little bud in heaven.’ 

Death notices in The Age and The Argus, August 1906.
