Kathleen Best video transcript

Narrator: Kathleen Annie Louise Best – trailblazer, war hero and role model for generations to come.
In 1957, the Women’s Royal Australian Army Corps commemorated Kathleen’s achievements in the form of a custom-made brooch in the shape of the badge of the badge of the Women’s Royal Australian Army Corps. It was made of silver, diamonds and silver gilt, plated with 18 carat gold. 
The brooch was delivered to Kathleen on the day of her death. 
Born in 1910, Kathleen volunteered with the Australian Army Nursing Service in 1940, having worked at several Sydney hospitals.  
Kathleen was first stationed in Palestine, but in 1941 her hospital moved to Greece where it endured German air raids. 
The majority of the medical personnel evacuated, but Matron Best, along with 39 nurses, volunteered to stay behind to care for the wounded. 
They were then ordered to leave for Crete on journey that would be fraught with further attacks from the air.
For her service during the evacuation, Kathleen would be awarded the Royal Red Cross.
Kathleen would go on to manage a nurses’ staging camp at Suez. The camp earned the nickname ‘Katie’s Birdcage.’
After serving with the 2/5th in Eritrea, the Lieutenant Colonel left the army, and worked in a range of roles, helping servicewomen adjust to life in peacetime conditions.
In 1951, Kathleen became the founding director of the Women’s Australian Army Corps. 
Kathleen achieved the rank of Honorary Colonel in 1952 and in 1956 was appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire. In 1957, however, Kathleen fell ill, and passed away at Epworth Hospital aged just 47.
Subsequent Honorary Colonels would wear Kathleen’s commemorative brooch with pride. The Women’s Australian Army Corps would become known as the Women’s Royal Australian Army Corps. The tradition continued until the mid-1980s, when the Women’s Corps was integrated into the broader Army. 
Kathleen’s life and work have left and indelible mark on Australia’s wartime history. Her achievements paved the way Australia’s servicewomen since World War II. 
She will not be forgotten.   
