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Quorn™ makes first steps to remove black plastic from packaging, eliminating 297 tonnes of non-recyclable plastic from its supply chain 
As a brand dedicated to sustainability, Quorn leads the industry in the reduction of non-recyclable plastic waste and moves one step closer to achieving 100% recyclable, reusable or compostable packaging by 2025.
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Today (6 June 2018) Quorn announces its ground-breaking move to eliminate more than 297 tonnes of black plastic packaging from its supply chain by the end of June 2018. This step is part of the wider focus of the Quorn brand to be a leader in sustainable nutrition and is the first such significant effort to reduce, and eventually eliminate, black plastic from its supply chain by a major food brand.
Quorn is proud to take a different approach to making delicious and nutritious foods. Using an alternative, high quality protein source, Quorn is at the forefront of diversifying the modern diet, as the fastest growing food brand in the UK*, whilst improving the wellbeing of the environment and our planet, and creating more sustainable solutions for food security. 
With the April 2017 WRAP announcement that black plastic was not being recycled by local authorities instead being sent to landfill, the company’s packaging strategy group met to formulate a plan to remove black plastic from its supply chain as quickly as possible. 
As a result, Quorn is pleased to announce its ongoing plans to eliminate unrecyclable black plastic from its products. Since April 2018, black plastic has been phased out of the majority of Quorn packaging, including some of its bestselling products such as chilled Quorn Mince and Pieces. In June 2018, in-store packaging of the vast majority of the chilled range will move to white and opaque recyclable plastics. This change will replace 297 tonnes of black plastic with clear and opaque, recyclable alternatives, supporting the WRAP initiative against unsustainable packaging. 
Quorn, the brand that offers a delicious, nutritious protein source, is highly sustainable, with products like Quorn Mince producing 90% less GHG emissions, 90% less land usage and 90% water usage than the beef mince equivalent. The brand, which is exported globally to 20 different markets, is aiming to phase out the remainder of black plastics in its Deli range (which accounts for approximately 10% of all chilled products) before the end of 2018 and is currently in late-stage discussions and testing with suppliers to ensure this process takes place smoothly and swiftly. As the first global meat alternative brand to be awarded the Carbon Trust’s Carbon Footprint, this initiative will also improve the brand’s sustainable credentials further.
Quorn Foods CEO, Kevin Brennan said “As a founding signatory of WRAP’s UK Plastic Pact, we are very excited to announce this positive change towards increased sustainability of our products. Moving so quickly to remove black plastic is a significant challenge, but one that, as a sustainable company, we view as being of the utmost importance. We view this as the right thing to do, despite the six-figure cost. 
Our customers will be able to continue enjoying Quorn as part of a balanced and healthy diet, knowing that we are committed to reducing all forms of food waste in our supply chain and to promoting and advancing sustainability without passing the cost onto consumers”.

-Ends-

*In The Grocer’s top 50 food brands, published 2018
**Latest pack and in-store shots, recipe imagery and CEO head-shots available upon request**
For more information, please contact LON-Quorn@ketchum.com 

Notes to Editor
Quorn Foods is a global market leader in healthy, sustainable protein. With its UK headquarters in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, the company offers a wide range of great-tasting products to appeal to the rapidly expanding group of people wanting to reduce their meat consumption.  The company employs around 600 people and exports to 20 countries around the world, including Australia, South Africa and the USA. Quorn™ is one of the UK’s top 40 FMCG brands. Quorn Foods is the trading name of Marlow Foods Ltd. Quorn Foods encompasses all international operations of Quorn™ and Cauldron™.
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