Writing — Academic

Sample Question 2
Writing Task 1

Brick Manufacturing
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The diagram below shows the process by which bricks
are manufactured for the building industry.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the
main features and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Brick Manufacturing

packaging

*Clay: type of sticky earth that is used for making bricks, pots, etc.

Three sample responses to this task, with scores and
examiner comments, can be found on pages 45-48.
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Sample response

Band score awarded
and examiner comments

Task 1 Brick Manufacturing — Response B
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This test taker uses an inappropriate format
at times (e.g. the letter-style opening and
personal comments) and this limits the
band for Task Achievement. The process
itself is adequately described, although
some irrelevant information is included

and there is no clear overview.

Information is logically organised and

there is a clear progression throughout

the response. A range of cohesive devices
is used appropriately, although there are
occasional errors in referencing and linking,
and paragraphing would have helped
convey a clearer description of the stages.

A wide range of sophisticated lexis is

used to convey meaning with precision,
but there are also occasional flaws in word
choice that lead to some slightly awkward
expressions.

A wide range of structures is also used
fluently with only occasional slight error and
the majority of sentences are error-free.

In spite of the high level of language
proficiency, the flaws in format and
organisation limit the rating for this
response to Band 7.
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