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Writing Task2

(2) Environmental protection

&% [HIFRFRRE 38 4]

Individuals can do little or nothing to improve the environment, and therefore,
governments and big companies should be responsible for this task.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples for your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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Some people say that the everyday actions that people can do for the sake of environmental
protection is of little help or of limited impact; therefore, governments and large companies should
assume that responsibility. While I mostly agree with this statement, people can make a positive
contribution through their day-to-day behaviour.

There are a number of measures that individuals can take to help protect the environment. For
example, switching from diesel-powered cars to electric cars or to public transport helps reduce
carbon emissions and air pollution, which can mitigate the impact on climate change. Another
approach is using eco-friendly products: water-efficient washing machines or toilets as well as the
installation of home water filtration systems are likely to be successful strategies as reusing and
recycling rainwater can reduce the use of fresh water.

Nevertheless, these individual actions seem to result in minimal consequences for environmental
conservation compared with the efforts made by governments and large companies. On a national
scale, shifting to renewable energy is arguably the most effective solution to global warming. Unlike
fossil fuels, renewables such as biomass, wind, hydro and solar power emit no greenhouse gases,
having little effect on the environment. At a company level, manufacturing companies should reduce
energy consumption by improving production processes and efficiency. They also need to consider
product designs — packaging should be reusable, recyclable or compostable, which leads to waste
reduction.

In conclusion, it is true that individuals can contribute to environmental protection through their
everyday efforts such as changing transport methods and using environmentally-friendly products.
However, I believe that action taken by governments and large businesses has more significant

impacts. (270 words)
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- use refillable bottles and cups instead of buying plastic ones
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* buy second-hand items from places like charity shops and auction sites
(FYUT4—=2ay7RF—o>aryThameES)
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+ ban single-use plastic items including straws, bags and drinks containers
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- encourage the use of public transport by creating bus lanes or improving railway
networks (WNRERERKEHZLEZY. HREREZUET S 2 L TORTEREOFIAZRT)
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+ introduce or allow more remote and flexible working
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- relocate or build offices where there is easy access to public transport, especially trains
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