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UNEP’s Medium Term Strategy 2014-2017 
with regional outputs 

 7 cross cutting thematic priorities to define 
UNEP’s focus on environmental challenges of the 
21st century  

 

1. Climate Change 

2. Ecosystem management 

3. Conflicts and Disasters 

4. Environmental Governance  

5. Harmful Substances 

6. Resource Efficiency 

7. Environment under review   

 

Biodiversity  
MEAs 
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UNEP IN THE REGIONS 

The Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA) 

 

 
 ROWA promotes collaboration and 

partnerships with organizations to develop 
relevant programmes to respond to the 
needs of the region, and disseminates 
environmental knowledge at the national 
and regional levels. 

 

12 member 
states: 

 

• Bahrain 
•   Iraq 
•   Jordan 
•   Kuwait 
•   Lebanon 
•   Oman 
• Palestine 
•   Qatar 
• Saudi Arabia 
•   Syria 
•   U.A.E. 
•   Yemen 

   Support Environmental Governance 
   mobilizing sound data for Decision making 
  Technical Policy guidance  
   Synergistic implementation of MEAs 
   Capacity building and Advocacy 
   Technology transfer 
   promotes scientific cooperation 
   information management   
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DRIVING PROCESSES FOR UNEP’S 

BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEMS 

PROGRAMME IN THE REGION 

 Decisions of the UNEP’s Governing Body: United 
Nations Environment Assemble UNEA  

 
 MEA COP and COP MOP decisions, scientific and 

technical advisory bodies (SBSTTA, STRP, IPBES…)   
 

 Priorities of regional and sub-regional Ministerial 
Sessions (e.g. League of Arab States and GCC) 

 
 Requests for technical/advisory support from Member 

States 
 

 transboundary emerging issues: SDS, degraded river 
basins, illicit wildlife trade, endangered migratory 
species… 
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UNEA 2 

• The second UN Environment Assembly of UNEP 
will take place in Nairobi (23-27 May), under 
the theme: Healthy Environment – Healthy 
People  
 

• It will follow up on the decisions of UNEA-1 
(including wildlife trafficking, air quality, marine 
debris), but will also focus on the environment 
component of sustainable development and 
how to ensure integration across the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
New UN paradigm: Biodiversity for Sustainable 

Development   
 

• After several years and broad stakeholder 
engagement and consultation, the agenda 
for the next 15 years has been agreed and 
will be approved at the UN Summit on 25-
27 September 

 

• With 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
and 169 targets, it focuses on people, 
planet, prosperity, peace and partnership 
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UNEP Environment Outlook for the Arab Region 
(EOAR)  

*Regional Biodiversity Strategy needed for the Arab region 
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2010 2014 

 STATE of Biodiversity in 
West Asia:   

 A MID-TERM REVIEW OF 
PROGRESS TOWARDS THE 
AICHI BIODIVERSITY 
TARGETS 
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STATE of Biodiversity in West Asia:   
 A MID-TERM REVIEW OF 
PROGRESS TOWARDS THE AICHI 

BIODIVERSITY TARGETS 
 • UNEP highlighted that there is a lack of 

coherent environmental data and 
information tools in the West Asia region for 
policy making  

• A recurring constraint in West Asia is the lack 
of information and data and coherent policies;  

• information is scattered and insufficient to 
formulate a complete picture on biodiversity 
status and concluded that  
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 Biodiversity Indicators 
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International Year of Biodiversity 
2010 

 Biodiversity – High Level Segment 
United Nations General Assembly 
20 September 2010, global 
community to take action 
 

Ban-Ki Moon’s Message: 

“ Business as usual is 
no longer an option, 
we owe our children 
the legacy of a 
healthy planet. Time 
for action is NOW!”   
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Awareness increased 
Biodiversity values 

integrated 
Incentives reformed 

Sustainable consumption 
and production 

Habitat loss halved or 
reduced 

     
Sustainable management 
of marine living resources 

Sustainable agriculture, 
aquaculture and forestry 

Pollution reduced 
Invasive alien species 

prevented and controlled 
Pressures on vulnerable 

ecosystems reduced 

     
Protected areas increased 

and improved 
Extinction prevented 

Genetic diversity 
maintained 

Ecosystems and essential 
services safeguarded 

Ecosystems restored and 
resilience enhanced 

     
Nagoya Protocol in force 

and operational 
NBSAPs adopted as policy 

instrument 
Traditional knowledge 

respected 
Knowledge improved, 

shared and applied 
Financial resources from 

all sources increased 

 

Aichi Targets 
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Understand 
values 

Mainstream 
biodiversity 

Address 
incentives 

Sustainable 
production 

Halve rate 
of loss 

Sustainable 
fisheries 

Manage 
within limits 

Reduce 
pollution 

Reduce  
invasive 

spp. 

Minimize 
reef loss 

Protected 
areas 

Prevent 
extinctions 

Conserve 
gene pool 

Restore 
ecosystems 

Enhance 
resilience 

Implement 
Nagoya 

Prot. 

Revise 
NBSAPs 

Respect and  
conserve TK 

Improve 
knowledge 

Mobilize 
resources 

Aichi Targets – clustering to form strategies 

Biodiversity mainstreaming الدمج    
Protection الحماية    

Restoration اعادة  

 التأهيل 

ABS الحصول على المارد  

 الجينية وتقاسم منافعها 

Enabling تمكين     
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GBO-4 Dashboard: Progress towards the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets 

 

 

Target 2: Integration of 
biodiversity values 
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• Sust. Dev 
 

• National 
Dev. 
 

• Finance 
 

• Poverty 
 
• Land use 

 
• Trade 

 
• Intl 

Cooperation 

• Agriculture 

• Fisheries 

• Forests 

• Tourism 

• Energy 

• Mining 

• Transport 

• Infrastruct. 

• Health 

• Labour 

• Education 

• … 

• Coastal 
develop- 
ment 

• Urban areas 

• Sub-
national   

• Protected 
Areas 

• Other 
specific 
territories 

 

• Climate 
change 
(NAPAs) 

• Desertifi- 
cation 
(NAPs) 

• Redd+ 

• Green 
Economy 

• MEA 
actions 

• … 

 

Sectoral 
policies 

Cross-sectoral 
policies 

Area based 
planning 

Other BD & 
Envt. Related 

Plans 

          Mainstreaming   Development        Biodiversity 
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Absolute and proportional investment in environmental 
impact assessments (EIAs) by donors on AidData between 

1970 and 2010 
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Year and total number of AidData projects in the region in brackets 

Committed USD % of total committed funds 
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GBO-4 Dashboard: Progress towards 
the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

 

Target 12: Preventing Extinctions and 
Improving Species  

Conservation Status   
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NBSAP 

UNEP-ROWA support to biodiversity MEAs 

Arab League Working Group on  biodiversity MEAs 

GCC 
Secretariat 

 
Parties 

GCC Wildlife 
Convention 

Strategic Plan 
for Biodiversity  

2011-2020 

MEA  secretariats 
  

Stakeholders 
Sectors 

 
NGOs 
ILCs 

Private sector.. 
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Biodiversity-related Regional Mechanisms 

 Gulf Cooperation Council 

  (GCC) 6 states 
– Convention on Wildlife (sub 

regional) 

–  Green Customs initiative 

– Regional Network to combat 
wildlife crime (under 
construction) 

ROPME 
PERSGA 
AOAD 
FAO 
IUCN 
WWF 
ACSAD 
RAED 
IFAW 
UNESCO 
ESCWA 
NGOs 
IGOs 
MEAs 

(CMS) 
UNU 
Academia 
Research, 
Monitoring 

 League of Arab States: (22 states) 
– Arab Working Group to review the implementation of MEAs 

related to Biodiversity and Combating desertification 

 

–  CAMRE (Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the 
Environment) 
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Status Pressures Responses  
2000-2010 



U
n

it
e

d
 N

a
ti

o
n

s
 E

n
v
ir

o
n

m
e
n

t 
P

ro
g

ra
m

m
e
 

Absolute and proportional investment in 
institutional capacity building in the fishing sector 

by donors on AidData between 1970 and 2010 
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Committed USD % of total committed funds 
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Growth in the number of species occurrence records from 
West Asia region accessible through Global Biodiversity 

Information Facility between 2008 and 2014 (source: GBIF 
2015). 
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FLOW of BIODIVERSITY information for Policy  

GBO/ 
GEO/ 

UNEP 
LIVE 

Biodiversity 

MEA 
reporting, 

CBD, CMS,  

CITES, Ramsar 
WHC,  

ITPGRFA 

INFORMEA/ 
CHM/BCH 

Trade 
 

NBSAP 
Process 

IPBES  

UNEP/ 
WCMC/BIP 
FAO/UNES
CO/IUCN/A

GEDI 

GBIF 

RIO 
Conventions 

NAP, NAPA,  

NBSAP 

 NCSA 

UNDAFs 

Regional 
Organizations 

and 
mechanisms 

Private 
Sector 

Civil 
Society 

Academia  EIAs 
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Biodiversity 
indicators 

 
 
 

Specific  
interests 

 
 
 

Catalyzing information through integrating 
biodiversity-related Conventions in NBSAPs 

Inclusive process promoting coherence 

 
Awareness & 

support at 
political level 

NBSAP 
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NBSAPs Framework for 
cooperation 

 stakeholder engagement, stocktaking 
information, assessments 

 policies 
 National targets towards filling gaps 

in info (assessments, maps, data) 
 
• Iraq 
• Oman 
• UAE 
• Bahrain 
• Kuwait 
• Qatar 
• Lebanon 
• Jordan 

 

NBSAP 
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Biodiversity 

Tourism 

Forestry 

Education 

National 
Development 

Fisheries 

Agriculture 

Mining 

Health 

Industry/Trade 
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The Biodiversity Data Challenge 
• Policy makers need baseline information to 

formulate sound laws and measures  
• The biodiversity information gap remains to be an 

issue till this date in policy formulation and meeting 
MEA compliance. 

• Inconsistent data. Data from different sources 
sometimes say  difference things.  

• Standardized data 
• There is no single reference to verification. Need a 

network or partnership of data institutes with a lead 
publisher.  

• data are  scattered in reports, databases and studies 
- No one stop shop. 

• Property rights 
• Difficulty access digital data 
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Resources for Biodiversity 
Data 
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United Nations 

Information Portal on 
Multilateral 

Environmental 
Agreements 

 • InforMEA harvests COP 
decisions, news, meetings, 
membership, national focal 
points and reports from 
MEAs. Information is 
organised by terms from MEA 
COP agendas. 
 

• InforMEA is a project of the 
MEA Information and 
Knowledge Management 
(IKM) Initiative with the 
support from the United 
Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP). 
 

 

 

• Harmonized data standards 
across MEA secretariats allow 
for easier and more cost-
effective development of 
information systems and 
products in general 

 

 

• A one stop portal harvests key 
information from 25 global 
and regional MEAs 
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 Enhancing Synergies among 
Biodiversity related MEAs 

http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Docu
ments/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf 
 

http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
http://www.unep.org/ecosystemmanagement/Portals/7/Documents/cooperation-sourcebook-biodiversity-conventions.pdf
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Sub-global Assessment (SGA) Network 

• Objective: create a 
common platform for 
practitioners involved in 
ecosystem assessment 
at regional, sub-
regional, national and 
sub-national levels 
examples:  
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– interface between the scientific  
community and policy makers that  
aims to build capacity for and strengthen 
the use of science in policy making 

 
– Knowledge generation; assessments; policy-

relevant tools and methodologies; catalyze 
capacity-building 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO3k5PXs9scCFcO8GgodhyAJhw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_Science-Policy_Platform_on_Biodiversity_and_Ecosystem_Services&bvm=bv.102537793,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGZcM6TGa52cpaOUK-7MvhnQZdshg&ust=1442331235387662
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