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INTRODUCTION TO GBIF AND GBIF 

APPROACH TO CAPACITY



WHAT IS GBIF?

A network of people and 

research infrastructure 

aimed at providing 

anyone, anywhere, 

open access to data 

about all types of life on 

Earth.

https://www.gbif.org/what-is-gbif

https://www.gbif.org/what-is-gbif


MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)

• Non-binding agreement signed 
by all Participants

• Establishes principles of open 
data sharing

• Sets out governance 
arrangements

https://www.gbif.org/document/80661/gbif-memorandum-of-understanding-primary-english

https://www.gbif.org/document/80661/gbif-memorandum-of-understanding-primary-english


THE GBIF INVESTMENT

Global (funding from voting participants, supplementary grants):
• Technical infrastructure, data indexing, GBIF.org, API
• Documentation and guidance, training, capacity enhancement
• Collaboration and governance 

National (funding from ministries, research councils etc.):
• Coordination of national biodiversity information facilities (nodes)
• Stakeholder engagement, training, workshops
• Technical support for data management and publication
• National data discovery platforms, supporting applications in 

research and policy

Institutional (funding from institutional budgets, grants):
• Digitization of collections
• Data management skills and IT capacity
• Data analysis, research applications, publication



GBIF PARTICIPANT NETWORK 

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network

27 September 2019

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network
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2019)



ENABLING GBIF TO BE TRULY GLOBAL IN SCOPE



UNDERPINNING PERFORMANCE OF GBIF’S 

DECENTRALIZED NETWORK

“The Participant Biodiversity 

Information Facility should be the 

main mechanism by which the 

GBIF Participant … contributes to 

and benefits from…GBIF as a 

globally decentralized initiative.” 



DEVELOPING NEW APPROACHES THROUGH 

INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL COLLABORATION
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CAPACITY SELF-ASSESSMENT IN PLANNING, 

MONITORING & EVALUATION
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GBIF CAPACITY ENHANCMENT SUPPORT 

PROGRAMME

Mentoring 
activities

Support for 
regional 
events

GBIF 
advocacy 
actions

Documentation

Promotion of 
data use
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GBIF COMMUNITY DEVELOPED CURRICULUM

• Biodiversity data 

mobilization

• Biodiversity data use

• Establishing a GBIF 

Participant node

• Node management
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

jmiller@gbif.org

mailto:thirsch@gbif.org

